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Christoph Schneider,  
Vice President for Research

“TOGETHER, WE CAN THINK ABOUT 
THE BIG PICTURE WHILE AT THE 
SAME TIME GOING INTO DEPTH AND 
DETAIL. TOGETHER, WE CAN POSE NEW 
QUESTIONS, TRY OUT NEW METHODS, 
AND ENCOURAGE EACH OTHER TOWARDS 
CRITICAL REFLECTION. SOMETIMES, 
THIS REQUIRES COURAGE, PERSONAL 
COMMITMENT, AND PERSISTENCE. 
AND THIS IS PRECISELY WHAT 
MAKES RESEARCH AT HUMBOLDT-
UNIVERSITÄT SO APPEALING TO ME: 
OUR RESEARCHERS ALWAYS STRIVE 
TO MAXIMISE THE GAIN IN KNOWLEDGE 
FOR BOTH RESEARCH AND TRANSFER. 
IN DOING SO, THEY CONTRIBUTE TO 
ADDRESSING COMPLEX GLOBAL 
CHALLENGES AND TRANSFORMATIONS.”
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Dear Readers,

It is with great pleasure that I present to you the research 
report of Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin for the years 
2021 and 2022!

The years of the reporting period, and 2021 in particular, 
were still characterised by the lockdown and pandemic 
mode in research, teaching, and administration. Howev-
er, after a total of four online semesters, we were able to 
return to an in-person summer semester without restric-
tions in April 2022.

Following the relaunch of the research report last year, 
which covered the years 2019 and 2020, you are now 
holding the second volume of the redesigned research 
report in your hands: Short “profiles” of the institutions 
give you an insight into the main research topics, out-
standing research projects and publications of the indi-
vidual departments, faculties, mono-faculties and central 
institutes. In addition to this wide-ranging spectrum of 
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, we will highlight three 
topics: early-career researchers, academic freedom, and 
artificial intelligence.

At Humboldt-Universität, as in many places in Germany, 
the perspectives of often temporary employment relation-
ships, the diversity of career paths, and favourable academ-
ic conditions for researchers in their early career stages are 
also being actively discussed. Together with the Research 
Service Centre and the Humboldt Graduate School, we 
have strengthened our focus on supporting academics 
in the early stages of their careers. As a signal within 
the university, these efforts include the renaming of the 
University Senate’s Research Commission into “Commis-
sion for Research and Academic Careers”. Furthermore, 

we introduced the R1 to R4 classification proposed by the 
European Commission as a nomenclature of academic 
career stages into the HU discourse. Please have a look at 
the interesting conversations that Evangelia Nikoloudakis 
from the Research Service Centre had with four HU re-
searchers from levels R1 to R3 about their current research 
projects, their plans for the future, and the social relevance 
of their work (from page 128 onwards).

Since Russia’s attack on Ukraine in February 2022, Hum-
boldt-Universität has put its collaboration with academic 
institutions in Russia on hold, interrupting decades of 
partnership. At the same time, HU has expanded its 
support services for academics and students affected 
by persecution, war, and displacement. Read the article 
“Science in exile” (from page 102), which sheds light on 
how HU has been supporting students and researchers at 
risk and refugees since 2015 and is committed to academic 
freedom. Academic freedom – understood as the liberty 
to research, teach, and engage in discourse regardless of 
ideology, identity, or state authority – is an indispensable 
prerequisite for excellent research and an asset that must 
be protected at all costs, not only in Germany, where this 
academic freedom enjoys constitutional status in Article 5 
of the German Basic Law! ▶

6 RESEARCH REPORT 2021–2022 humboldt-universität zu berlin  7

EDITORIAL



In November 2022, the launch of the chatbot ChatGPT 
caused a media stir and numerous discussions about ar-
tificial intelligence (AI). AI systems have been the subject 
of research for many years and are used in a wide range 
of research approaches and practical applications. AI is 
already part of our everyday lives, often unnoticed. In the 
future, AI will also increasingly lead to social, political, 
and economic changes, although we cannot fully grasp 
and foresee the extent and risks. On pages 90 to 93, you 
can find an insight into the projects, opportunities, and 
challenges of research work on artificial intelligence at 
Humboldt-Universität.

Major societal challenges and transformations – Grand 
Challenges – are also the focus of the Berlin Consortium 
of Excellence. Together with our partners Freie Univer-
sität Berlin, Technische Universität Berlin and Charité 
– Universitätsmedizin Berlin, we as the Berlin University 
Alliance were able to set further milestones in 2021 and 
2022. These developments increasingly show how Berlin, 
through the interaction of the BUA, other universities, and 
non-university research institutions, is growing togeth-
er into an integrated research space, fostering a unique 
culture of collaboration within Berlin’s research landscape. 
The daily commitment of researchers from the consorti-
um partners has been pivotal in contributing to Berlin’s 
excellence in research. A brief snapshot of this contribu-
tion is documented on pages 62 and 63.

Equally gratifying is the fact that, as a result of the very 
high funding volume in 2021, a new peak in third-party 
funding expenditures was achieved in 2022, totaling 136 
million euros. Consequently, the share of third-party fund-
ing expenditures in HU’s overall budget (26 %) has seen 
a slight uptick compared to previous years. The number 
of approvals in the reporting year 2022, following a low in 
2020 and a subsequent high in 2021, has stabilised and 
remains within the expected range. The fluctuations in the 

total sum of third-party expenditures are likely a conse-
quence of pandemic-induced lockdowns, and we are eager 
to observe how these variations will be contextualised in 
the development of the coming years.

My sincere thanks go to all the academics at Hum-
boldt-Universität zu Berlin who, through their continuous 
and outstanding research work, contribute to the academic 
success of our University. I would also like to thank the in-
stitutions and individuals who support university research 
on a structural, organisational, and financial level. Once 
again, this year, I would like to thank the heads of the 
departments and the vice deans for research for their ded-
icated cooperation in compiling the profiles. My special 
thanks also go to the staff of the Research Service Centre 
from the Unit for Research Information and Monitoring, 
who compiled and prepared the data required for this 
report, and coordinated the texts.

Dear readers, I hope you enjoy reading, browsing, and 
discovering. 

Yours,

Christoph Schneider

▶
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DEPARTMENT PROFILES

DEPARTMENTS

The Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences 
achieved a number of great research successes in 
2021 and 2022. These include first of all excellent 
and wide-ranging research results, which are 
explained in more detail in the descriptions of the 
individual departments. Also, scientists received 
internationally recognised awards and there were 
newly acquired structure-building projects, out-
standing new appointments and structural innova-
tions. A highlight was the awarding of the Fields 
Medal to Prof. Viazovska for her work carried out 
as a postdoc at HU Berlin at the Berlin Mathemat-
ical School. Also outstanding are the three ERC 
grants given to Prof. Klingler (Mathematics), Prof. 
Kümmerle (Geography) and Prof. Rauschenbeu-
tel (Physics). Major new projects were the NFDI 
project FAIRmat, the Berlin Quantum Alliance, 
and the Einstein Research Unit Climate and 

Water under Change, all of which are researching 
urgent questions for the future of our society. 
They are in addition to the total of three Clusters 
of Excellence, nine Collaborative Research Centres 
and five Research Training Groups in which the 
Faculty is involved. Among the overall 14 newly 
appointed permanent or temporary professors, 
the two Einstein Strategic Professorships held 
by Prof. Mendling (Computer Science) and Prof. 
Hecht (Chemistry) stand out. Structurally of great 
importance is the founding of the Central Institute 
“Center for the Science of Materials Berlin”, which 
bundles the diverse materials science research 
at the location. This has already resulted in the 
Cluster of Excellence proposal “Energy Materials 
@ work”, in which colleagues from physics, chem-
istry, mathematics and computer science intend to 
work together to research new energy materials.

1 Department of Chemistry

2  Department of Geography

3  Department of Computer Science

4  Department of Mathematics

5  Department of Physics5
Faculty of Mathematics 
and Natural Sciences
DEANS 2021–2022: Prof. Dr. Elmar Kulke, Prof. Dr. Caren Tischendorf
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HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Christoph Arenz

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department is divided into the 
traditional areas of organic chemistry, 
inorganic chemistry, physical chemis-
try and theoretical chemistry. Analyti-
cal chemistry and a professorship for 
chemistry didactics represent further 
areas. By means of joint professorial 
appointments and “S”-professor-
ships, the Department is linked to 
non-university institutes such as the 
Fritz Haber Institute (FHI) of the Max 
Planck Society, the Helmholtz Centre 
Berlin (HZB), the Leibniz Research 
Institute for Molecular Pharmacolo-
gy (FMP) and the Federal Institute 
for Materials Research and Testing 
(BAM). It is linked to the Department 
of Physics through a joint bridge pro-
fessorship.

WEBSITE
https://www.chemie.hu-berlin.de/
en/forschung-en/standardseite-en
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Department of Chemistry

Research highlights 2021–2022
Outstanding research results have been obtained and published in each of the 
various sub-disciplines (see below). Under the leadership of Prof. Dr. Emil 
List-Kratochvil, a cluster initiative (“em@work”) was launched in the field of 
functional materials. Working groups of the Department are participating in an 
Interdisciplinary Centre “Life in Space and Time”.

Main research topics
The Department’s research groups are arranged around two thematic pillars: 
the life sciences pillar (focus: chemical biology, bioanalytics, enzyme cataly-
sis) and the material sciences pillar (focus: new functional materials, optical 
systems, catalysts, batteries). The Cluster of Excellence “Unifying Systems in 
Catalysis” works with particularly strong participation of the Department of 
Chemistry (7 working groups). The W2 “S”-professorship “Hybrid Materials: 
Forming and Scaling” was filled by Prof. Eva Unger, jointly with HZB. The W3 
key professorship “Organic Chemistry and Functional Materials” was filled 
with Prof. Stefan Hecht, PhD. He is also Einstein Professor and founding 
director of the “Center for the Science of Materials Berlin” (CSMB), which 
hosts working groups from the Adlershof and Berlin areas in the field of 
functional materials. In 2022, two of the Department’s junior research groups 
(Dr. Dumele and Dr. Gräber) were able to obtain funding as Federal Ministry 
of Education and Research (BMBF) junior research groups (> 2 million euros 
each). The Department has obtained a temporary professorship from the Berlin 
Programme for the Promotion of Equal Opportunities for Women in Research 
and Teaching (BCP). The procedure for filling the BCP professorship with the 
designation “Optical Spectroscopy at Interfaces” is currently underway.

Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences

The cluster initiative 
“em@work” in the field of 

functional materials started 
under the leadership of Emil 

List-Kratochvil.

Third-party funding 
expenditure by 

professor in 2022  
(HU in total:  

Ø 390 T€)

Professorships in 
2022 (HU in total: 

350 in full-time 
equivalents  

[BVZÄ])

407 T€15.31

Ongoing BUA and 
third-party funded 

projects at the  
Department in 2022

Doctorates  
completed  

in 2022

9537

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Gavins, G. C., Gröger, K., Bartoschek, M. D., Wolf, P., Beck-Sickinger, A. G., Bultmann, 
S., & Seitz, O.* (2021). Live Cell PNA Labelling Enables Erasable Fluorescence Imag-
ing of Membrane Proteins. Nature Chemistry, 13(1), 15–23. 

2 Gierster, L., Vempati, S., & Stähler, J.* (2021). Ultrafast Generation and Decay of a 
Surface Metal. Nature Communications, 12(1), 978. 

3 Günther, K., Grabicki, N., Battistella, B., Grubert, L., & Dumele, O.* (2022). An 
All-Organic Photochemical Magnetic Switch with Bistable Spin States. Journal of the 
American Chemical Society, 144(19), 8707–8716.

4 Van Wasen, S., You, Y., Beck, S., Riedel, J., & Volmer, D. A.* (2022). Laser Ablation 
Secondary Electrospray Ionization for In Situ Mass Spectrometric Interrogation of 
Acoustically-Levitated Droplets. Analytical Chemistry, 94(49), 16992–16996. 

5 Warm, K., Tripodi, G., Andris, E., Mebs, S., Kuhlmann, U., Dau, H., Hildebrandt, P., 
Roithová, J.*, & Ray, K.* (2021). Spectroscopic Characterization of a Reactive [Cu 2 (μ-
OH) 2 ] 2+ Intermediate in Cu/TEMPO Catalyzed Aerobic Alcohol Oxidation Reaction. 
Angewandte Chemie International Edition, 60(42), 23018–23024. 

6 Zhang, Z., Dong, K.*, Mazzio, K. A., Hilger, A., Markötter, H., Wilde, F., Heinemann, 
T., Manke, I., & Adelhelm, P.* (2023). Phase Transformation and Microstructural Evo-
lution of CuS Electrodes in Solid-State Batteries Probed by In Situ 3D X-Ray Tomogra-
phy. Advanced Energy Materials, 13(2), 2203143.
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Department of Geography

Research highlights 2021–2022
In 2021–2022, the Department made significant contributions to research on 
urbanisation, change in land use, climate change and nature conservation, 
among other things, which is also reflected in the high number and quality of 
publications. New third-party funded projects were launched during this period 
concerning global water security, sustainable land use, nature-based solutions 
in cities and urban climate change. The Einstein Research Unit Climate and 
Water under Change (CliWaC) in Berlin/Brandenburg started in 2022 together 
with many other colleagues at HU, TU, FU and non-university institutions (e.g. 
IGB). The ERC Consolidator Grant SystemShift was also introduced during 
this period. Support came from various funding bodies such as the European 
Union, the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF), the German 
Research Foundation (DFG) or also the Einstein Foundation. The Department 
has been significantly involved in a number of scientific networks, such as 
Future Earth (various networks), Geo.X. or the Landsat Science Team. 

Main research topics

The Department has a diverse research portfolio, but focuses primarily on 
research into the interactions between people and the environment in the con-
text of global change. In particular, this includes research on climate change, 
change in land use and food security, global health, biosphere transformation 
and biodiversity loss, urbanisation, and issues of equity in the context of envi-
ronmental and social sustainability. Researchers at the Department regularly 
contribute to public debates and decision-making processes, for example on 
topics such as the gentrification and transformation of cities, extinction of glob-
al species and climate change.
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Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Bagoly-Simó, P. (2021). What Does That Have to Do with Geology? The Anthropocene 
in School Geographies Around the World. Annals of the American Association of Geogra-
phers, 111(3), 944–957. https://doi.org/10.1080/24694452.2020.1860736

2 Blickensdörfer, L., Schwieder, M., Pflugmacher, D., Nendel, C., Erasmi, S., & Hostert, 
P. (2022). Mapping of Crop Types and Crop Sequences With Combined Time Series of 
Sentinel-1, Sentinel-2 and Landsat 8 Data for Germany. Remote Sensing of Environment, 
269, 112831. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rse.2021.112831

3 Buchadas, A., Baumann, M., Meyfroidt, P., & Kuemmerle, T. (2022). Uncovering Major 
Types of Deforestation Frontiers Across the World’s Tropical Dry Woodlands. Nature 
Sustainability, 5(7), 619–627. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41893-022-00886-9

4 Genz, C. & Helbrecht, I. (2023). Negotiations of Urban Ontological Security: The Impact 
of Housing Insecurity on Being-in-the-City, Housing, Theory and Society, 40(1), 22-41

5 Kaiser, J., Haase, D., & Krueger, T. (2021). Payments for Ecosystem Services: A Review of 
Definitions, the Role of Spatial Scales, and Critique. Ecology and Society, 26(2), art12. 

6 Meyfroidt, P., Hostert, P.*, Kuemmerle, T.*, Nielsen, J.Ø*, et al. (2022). Ten Facts About 
Land Systems for Sustainability. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 119 (7), 
e2109217118. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2109217118

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

HEADS OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Tobias Kümmerle,  
Prof. Dr. Jonas Nielsen

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
In 2021–2022, the Department of 
Geography was home to eleven 
professorships, one junior research 
group and eight “S”-professorships 
that serve as bridges to non-univer-
sity research institutions. This made 
the Department of Geography one of 
the largest departments of its kind in 
Germany. The Department of Geog-
raphy is particularly distinguished 
by the fact that it covers the entire 
spectrum of geography, from human 
geography to integrative geography 
to physical geography as well as the 
didactics of geography. In relevant 
rankings, the Department of Geog-
raphy is regularly ranked as one of 
the leading departments of its kind 
in Germany, Europe and the world.

WEBSITE
https://www.geographie.hu-berlin.de/
en/department

The Einstein Research 
Unit “CliWaC” addresses 

water-related risks under 
climate change.

279 T€11.57

6625

Third-party funding 
expenditure by 

professor in 2022  
(HU in total:  

Ø 390 T€)

Professorships in 
2022 (HU in total: 

350 in full-time 
equivalents  

[BVZÄ])

Ongoing BUA and 
third-party funded 

projects at the  
Department in 2022

Doctorates  
completed  

in 2022

https://doi.org/10.1080/24694452.2020.1860736
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rse.2021.112831
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41893-022-00886-9
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2109217118
https://www.geographie.hu-berlin.de/en/department
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Research highlights 2021–2022
 In the context of the Collaborative Research Centre 1404 “FONDA – Founda-
tions of Workflows for Large-Scale Scientific Data Analysis” (spokesperson: 
Ulf Leser), which is based at the Department, two junior professorships 
were filled: Thomas Kosch (Human-Computer Interaction for Scientific 
Software) and Joel Rybicki (Distributed Computing).
 Graduates of the Department have been awarded many prizes: Dissertation 
Prize of the HU Berlin (Meike Zehlike), Tiburtius Prize of the Berlin 
Universities (Phillipp Schoppmann) and Dissertation Prize Adlershof 
(Jannes Münchmeyer).
 An Einstein Strategic Professorship for Process Science (Jan Mendling) has 
been established at the Department, to which a research group at the 
Weizenbaum Institute for the Networked Society is also assigned.

Main research topics
The Department of Computer Science is primarily dedicated to three key 
research areas, each of which comprises several research groups: “Data and 
Knowledge Engineering” (fundamentals, design and application of algorithms 
and tools for processing large, volatile and possibly unstructured data sets), 
“Algorithms and Structures” (research into fundamental principles underlying 
the efficient solvability of problems) and “Model-Based System Development” 
(methods and tools for modelling, developing and analysing large-scale com-
puter science systems). 
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Important publications 2021–2022

1 Kim, E. J., Kratsch, S., Pilipczuk, M., & Wahlström, M. (2022). Directed Flow-Augmen-
tation. Proceedings of the 54th Annual ACM SIGACT Symposium on Theory of Computing 
(STOC), 938–947. https://doi.org/10.1145/3519935.3520018

2 Schillaci, G., Pico Villalpando, A., Hafner, V. V., Hanappe, P., Colliaux, D., & Wintz, T. 
(2021). Intrinsic Motivation and Episodic Memories for Robot Exploration of High-Di-
mensional Sensory Spaces. Adaptive Behavior, 29(6), 549–566.  
https://doi.org/10.1177/1059712320922916

3 Schweikardt, N., Segoufin, L., & Vigny, A. (2022). Enumeration for FO Queries over 
Nowhere Dense Graphs. Journal of the ACM, 69(3), 1–37.  
https://doi.org/10.1145/3517035

4 Shariffdeen, R., Noller, Y., Grunske, L., & Roychoudhury, A. (2021). Concolic Program 
Repair. Proceedings of the 42nd ACM SIGPLAN International Conference on Program-
ming Language Design and Implementation (PLDI), 390–405.  
https://doi.org/10.1145/3453483.3454051

5 Vogt, M., Leser, U., & Akbik, A. (2021). Early Detection of Sexual Predators in Chats. 
Proceedings of the 59th Annual Meeting of the Association for Computational Linguistics 
and the 11th International Joint Conference on Natural Language Processing (Volume 1: 
Long Papers), 4985–4999. https://doi.org/10.18653/v1/2021.acl-long.386

6 Zhao, B., Van Der Aa, H., Nguyen, T. T., Nguyen, Q. V. H., & Weidlich, M. (2021). 
EIRES: Efficient Integration of Remote Data in Event Stream Processing. Proceedings 
of the 2021 International Conference on Management of Data (SIGMOD), 2128–2141. 
https://doi.org/10.1145/3448016.3457304

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Nicole Schweikardt

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department is supported by elev-
en structural professorships, three 
junior professorships (two of which 
are tenure-track) and five “S”-profes-
sorships, which cover a wide range 
of topics: theoretical, practical and 
technical foundations of computer 
science, its applications in the natural 
and technical sciences, medicine and 
economics, as well as the didactics of 
computer science and the impact of 
computer science on society. It runs 
the Computer Science Monobache-
lor’s and Monomaster’s degree pro-
grammes as well as bachelor’s and 
master’s degree programmes with 
relevance to teaching and is involved 
in several interdisciplinary degree 
programmes.

WEBSITE
https://www.informatik.hu-berlin.de/
en/standardseite-en

Two new junior 
professorships for “Human-

Computer Interaction for 
Scientific Software” and 
“Distributed Computing” 

were filled.

560 T€10.67

919

Department of  
Computer Science

Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences

Third-party funding 
expenditure by 

professor in 2022  
(HU in total:  

Ø 390 T€)

Professorships in 
2022 (HU in total: 

350 in full-time 
equivalents  

[BVZÄ])

Ongoing BUA and 
third-party funded 

projects at the  
Department in 2022

Doctorates  
completed  

in 2022
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Department of Mathematics

Research highlights 2021–2022
 ERC Advanced Grant “Tame Geometry and Transcendence in Hodge Theory 
(TameHodge)” for Bruno Klingler (2021–2026)
 Fields Medal for former HU postdoc Maryna Viazovska (EPF Lausanne) in 
2022. The decisive discovery on sphere packing in dimension 8, which led 
to the award of the Fields Medal, took place in Adlershof in 2014.
 Further development of the Cluster of Excellence MATH+
 MATH+ Distinguished Fellowships for Gavril Farkas, Bruno Klingler and 
Alex Mielke (2022)

Main research topics

 Basic research in algebra and geometry: This area includes the research 
groups of Algebraic and Arithmetic Geometry (Klingler, Farkas, Kramer, 
Groß-Klönne), Differential Geometry (Mohnke, Schüth, Wendl, Walpuski) 
and Mathematical Physics (Staudacher, Borot)
 Applied Mathematics with the research focus on Mathematical Statistics 
(Reiß, Spokoiny), continuous and nonsmooth Optimisation with partial 
differential equations (Hintermüller, Hante, Walther) as well as Applied 
Analysis and Numerical Approximation of partial differential equations with 
and without constraints (Mielke, Zwicknagl, Carstensen, Tischendorf)
 Mathematics and its Didactics (Kramer, Filler, Wilke Berenguer) 

Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Aprodu, M., Farkas, G.*, Papadima, Ş., Raicu, C., & Weyman, J. (2022). Topologi-
cal Invariants of Groups and Koszul Modules. Duke Mathematical Journal, 171(10). 
https://doi.org/10.1215/00127094-2022-0010

2 Conti, S., Diermeier, J., Koser, M., & Zwicknagl, B.* (2021). Asymptotic Self-Similarity 
of Minimizers and Local Bounds in a Model of Shape-Memory Alloys. Journal of Elas-
ticity, 147(1–2), 149–200. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10659-021-09862-4

3 Horst, U.*, & Xu, W. (2022). The Microstructure of Stochastic Volatility Models With 
Self-Exciting Jump Dynamics. The Annals of Applied Probability, 32(6).  
https://doi.org/10.1214/22-AAP1796

4 Klingler, B.*, & Otwinowska, A.* (2021). On the Closure of the Hodge Locus  
of Positive Period Dimension. Inventiones Mathematicae, 225(3), 857–883.  
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00222-021-01042-4

5 Walpuski, T.*, & Zhang, B. (2021). On the Compactness Problem for a Family of 
Generalized Seiberg–Witten Equations in Dimension 3. Duke Mathematical Journal, 
170(17). https://doi.org/10.1215/00127094-2021-0005

6 Walther, A.*, Weiß, O., Griewank, A., & Schmidt, S. (2022). Nonsmooth Optimiza-
tion by Successive Abs-Linearization in Function Spaces. Applicable Analysis, 101(1), 
225–240. https://doi.org/10.1080/00036811.2020.1738397

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

HEADS OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Caren Tischendorf,  
Prof. Dr. Gavril Farkas

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department of Mathematics has 
a total of twenty-two professorships 
and four junior professorships. It 
is very closely connected to other 
departments of the Humboldt-Uni-
versität, especially to the Depart-
ment of Physics. Within Berlin, the 
Department is very well networked, 
for example through the Cluster of 
Excellence MATH+ (joint coordi-
nation with Freie Universität Berlin 
and Technische Universität Berlin) 
and the Berlin Mathematical School 
(BMS). International cooperation 
takes place within the framework of 
joint projects such as the European 
Joint Doctoral Programme (EJD) 
STIMULATE (“Simulation in Multi-
scale Problems in Physical and Bio-
logical Systems”).

WEBSITE
https://www.mathematik. 
hu-berlin.de/en/front-page-en

Bruno Klingler received an 
ERC Advanced Grant for his 

project “TameHodge”.

192 T€16.81

666
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Department of Physics

Research highlights 2021–2022
In the years 2021 and 2022, a number of large-scale research projects with 
spokespersonships at the Department of Physics were approved. Noteworthy 
are, among others, the Berlin Quantum Alliance and an Einstein Research 
Unit of the Berlin University Alliance – both on the topic of quantum infor-
mation processing, as well as FAIRmat, a consortium of the German National 
Research Data Infrastructure (NFDI) for condensed matter physics. Also worth 
mentioning is the role of a colleague as coordinator of an ERC Synergy Grant. 
At the end of 2022, the IRIS research building was ceremoniously handed over 
to Humboldt-Universität. It is now being used intensively by the Center for the 
Science of Materials, which was also founded in 2022.

Main research topics

With twenty full professorships, three bridge professorships into other fields of 
the natural sciences, five junior research groups, as well as numerous honorary 
and “S”-professorships, which ensure an intensive exchange with non-universi-
ty research institutes in the Berlin area and especially at the Adlershof location, 
the spectrum of topics researched at the Department of Physics is very broad. It 
ranges from research into the most fundamental questions of our understand-
ing of nature – the structure of time and space, and matter and the forces of 
nature – to the targeted use of quantum phenomena based on photons, individ-
ual atoms or atoms in crystalline solids, and the design and production of novel 
hybrid inorganic-organic material systems for optoelectronic applications, to 
the description of complex systems such as the climate, social networks or 
pandemics, as well as didactic questions.. 
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Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Jakobsen, G. U., Mogull, G., Plefka, J., & Steinhoff, J. (2021). Classical Gravitational 
Bremsstrahlung from a Worldline Quantum Field Theory. Physical Review Letters, 126 
(20), 201103. 

2 Park, S., Schultz, T., et al. (2021). The Schottky–Mott Rule Expanded for Two-Dimen-
sional Semiconductors: Influence of Substrate Dielectric Screening. ACS Nano, 15 (9), 
14794–14803. 

3 Pucher, S., Liedl, C., Jin, S., Rauschenbeutel, A., & Schneeweiss, P. (2022). Atomic 
Spin-Controlled Non-Reciprocal Raman Amplification of Fibre-Guided Light. Nature 
Photonics, 16 (5), 380–383. 

4 Scheffler, M., Aeschlimann, M., Albrecht, M., et al. (2022). FAIR Data Enabling New 
Horizons for Materials Research. Nature, 604 (7907), 635–642. 

5 Stein, R., Velzen, S. V., Kowalski, M., Franckowiak, A., Gezari, S., et al. (2021). A Tidal 
Disruption Event Coincident With a High-Energy Neutrino. Nature Astronomy, 5 (5), 
510–518. 

6 The KATRIN Collaboration (2022). Direct Neutrino-Mass Measurement With Sub-Elec-
tronvolt Sensitivity. Nature Physics, 18 (2), 160–166. 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Christoph Koch, PhD

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
•  Research fields: Particles – Fields – 

Universe, Light-Matter Interaction, 
and Novel Materials/Complex Sys-
tems, Mathematical Physics, and 
Physics Education.

•  20 professorships + 3 bridge pro-
fessorships to Mathematics and 
Chemistry + 3 associate professor-
ships + 15 “S”-professorships + 4 
honorary professorships.

•  Approx. 350 people are employed at 
the Department, two-thirds of whom 
are financed by third-party funds.

•  Approx. 50 people successfully com-
plete their doctorate in one of the 
above-mentioned research fields 
each year.

•  Cooperations in 10 Joint Labs at the 
Science Campus Adlershof.

•  Over 400 students enrol in one of 
the degree programmes at the De-
partment of Physics each year.

WEBSITE
https://www.physik.hu-berlin.de/ 
en/standardseite

The first Einstein Research 
Unit “Quantum Devices” 

focusses on the research 
and development of 

quantum technologies.

824 T€22.21

15044
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DEPARTMENT PROFILES

Research in the Faculty is characterised by interdis-
ciplinary topics. The One Health approach repre-
sents a joint consideration of human, animal and 
environmental health and their interfaces. Research 
is conducted on agriculture, food and nutrition 
security, the biochemical and molecular basis of in-
fection models and neurological processes, but also 
on biological, experiential and behavioural environ-
mental factors that determine mental health. The 
second focus area, Life in Transformation, studies 
sustainable and resilient food systems, among 
other things, which go hand in hand with a change 
in resource-related behavioural patterns, business 

models and value chains, as well as societal reg-
ulation. The transformations of living conditions 
have far-reaching consequences for mental health. 
Research components of this interface also include 
theoretical methods and modelling, which also 
connect the molecular, cellular and entity-based re-
search levels. From the perspective of neuroscience, 
the description of human and animal behaviour 
and its explanation as a function of the nervous sys-
tem, both from the perspective of psychology and 
biology, is crucial here. The focus on spatial and 
quantitative life sciences provides the framework 
for a corresponding Interdisciplinary Centre.

1 Albrecht Daniel Thaer Institute of  
Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences

2  Department of Biology

3  Department of Psychology3
Faculty of Life Sciences
DEANS 2021–2022: Prof. Dr. Bernhard Grimm, Prof. Dr. Dr. Christian Ulrichs
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Albrecht Daniel Thaer 
Institute of Agricultural 
and Horticultural Sciences

Research highlights 2021–2022
During the reporting period, several collaborative projects funded by the 
German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) and the Ger-
man Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) started at the Thaer Institute: The 
FoodCLIC project aims to develop and implement integrated urban food 
policies that ensure access to healthy, affordable and sustainably produced 
food through an innovative conceptual framework (CLIC). The aim of the 
InNuSens project is to generate transdisciplinary knowledge that will lead to 
the improvement of existing and the establishment of new nutrition-sensitive 
value chains for underutilised horticultural crops in East Africa. Additionally, 
in 2022, the junior research group PECan was launched, focusing on key 
issues related to climate change.

Main research topics
Research at the Thaer Institute is conducted under the guiding principle of 
“sustainable food production in a social context”. It is divided into four central 
research areas: 1.) Sustainable food production: resource-conserving and cli-
mate-friendly agricultural and horticultural production systems; 2.) Protection 
and use of resources and biodiversity in agricultural systems; 3.) Transfor-
mation of agricultural and food systems; 4.) One Health: integrated health of 
humans, animals, plants and ecosystems.

humboldt-universität zu berlin  19

Faculty of Life Sciences

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

6

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Delpero, M., Arends, D., Sprechert, M., Krause, F., Kluth, O., Schürmann, A., 
Brockmann, G. A., & Hesse, D. (2022). Identification of Four Novel QTL Linked to the 
Metabolic Syndrome in the Berlin Fat Mouse. International Journal of Obesity, 46(2), 
307–315. 

2 Eisenack, K., & Roggero, M. (2022). Many Roads to Paris: Explaining Urban Climate 
Action in 885 European Cities. Global Environmental Change, 72, 102439.  
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2021.102439

3 Hagen, A., & Schneider, J. (2021). Trade Sanctions and the Stability of Climate 
Coalitions. Journal of Environmental Economics and Management, 109, 102504.  
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jeem.2021.102504

4 Meuwissen, M. M. P., Feindt, P. H., et al. (Eds.). (2022). Resilient and Sustainable 
Farming Systems in Europe: Exploring Diversity and Pathways. Cambridge University 
Press. 

5 Rumbou, A., Candresse, T., Von Bargen, S., & Büttner, C. (2021). Next-Generation 
Sequencing Reveals a Novel Emaravirus in Diseased Maple Trees From a German 
Urban Forest. Frontiers in Microbiology, 11, 621179. 

6 Schmidt, L., Odening, M., Schlanstein, J., & Ritter, M. (2022). Exploring the Weather-
Yield Nexus With Artificial Neural Networks. Agricultural Systems, 196, 103345.  
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agsy.2021.103345

18 RESEARCH REPORT 2021–2022

HEADS OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Peter H. Feindt,  
Prof. Dr. Gudrun Brockmann

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Thaer Institute comprises sixteen 
divisions spread across the areas of 
crop sciences, animal sciences and 
agricultural economics and govern-
ance. They are supported by five joint 
facilities: the Teaching and Research 
Stations Animals, Plant Production 
and Horticulture as well as the Joint 
Laboratory Analytics and the Molec-
ular Biology Centre. There is inten-
sive cooperation with non-university 
research institutions in the thematic 
field in the Berlin/Brandenburg re-
gion via nine “S”-professorships. 
The Seminar for Rural Development 
(SLE), the Berlin Institute for Co-oper-
ative Studies (BICS) and the Institute 
of Agricultural and Urban Ecological 
Projects (IASP) are also located here.

WEBSITE
https://www.agrar.hu-berlin.de/ 
en/start_oben-en

The BMBF junior research 
group “PECan”, headed 

by Achim Hagen, explores 
the interactions between 

climate, political and 
financial systems. 
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Department of Biology

Research highlights 2021–2022
 2021 Albert Lasker Award for Basic Medical  
Research for Prof. Peter Hegemann
 2021 Einstein Professorship for Theoretical  
Neurophysiology for Prof. Susanne Schreiber
 2021 Max Planck Fellowship for Prof. Marc Erhardt
 2022 Louisa Gross Horwitz Prize for Prof. Peter Hegemann
 2022 The German Science and Humanities Council (WR)  
approves new building for Optobiology
 2022 Approval of 2nd funding period for CRC 1315  
(Spokesperson: Prof. Matthew Larkum)
 2022 Hosting of the 21st International Conference on Systems Biology
 2022 Einstein Foundation Award: Doctoral Program for the International 
Doctoral Program in Computational Neuroscience at the BCCN Berlin
 2022 Berlin Nature Conservation Prize for the project “Urbanity &  
Diversity” to researchers at the Späth Arboretum of the HU

Main research topics

The Department of Biology is one of the liveliest and most interactive life 
science departments in Europe. Our broad research spectrum, ranging from 
molecular bioscience, structural and systems biology to biodiversity, addresses 
questions at experimental and computational levels. Numerous third-party 
funded collaborations and training networks enliven the research fields of 
neuroscience, quantitative biology, biophysics with optogenetics and infection 
biology.

Faculty of Life Sciences

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Baidukova, O., Oppermann, J., Kelterborn, S., Fernandez Lahore, R. G., Schumacher, D., 
Evers, H., Kamrani, Y. Y., & Hegemann, P. (2022). Gating and Ion Selectivity of Channel-
rhodopsins Are Critical for Photo-Activated Orientation of Chlamydomonas As Shown by 
In Vivo Point Mutation. Nature Communications, 13(1), 7253.

2 Basak, Y., Jeoung, J.-H., Domnik, L., Ruickoldt, J., & Dobbek, H. (2022). Substrate Acti-
vation at the Ni,Fe Cluster of CO Dehydrogenases: The Influence of the Protein Matrix. 
ACS Catalysis, 12(20), 12711–12719. 

3 Hussein, R., Ibrahim, M., Bhowmick, A., Zouni, A. et al. (2021). Structural Dynamics in 
the Water and Proton Channels of Photosystem II During the S2 to S3 Transition. Nature 
Communications, 12 (1), 6531. 

4 Ji, S., Siegel, A., Shan, S., Grimm, B., & Wang, P. (2021). Chloroplast SRP43 Autono-
mously Protects Chlorophyll Biosynthesis Proteins Against Heat Shock. Nature Plants, 
7(10), 1420–1432. 

5 Neumann, M., Xu, X., Smaczniak, C., et al. (2022). A 3D Gene Expression Atlas of the 
Floral Meristem Based on Spatial Reconstruction of Single Nucleus RNA Sequencing 
Data. Nature Communications, 13 (1), 2838. 

6 Shin, J. N., Doron, G., & Larkum, M. E. (2021). Memories off the Top of Your Head. 
Science, 374(6567), 538–539. 

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. C. Schmitz-Linneweber

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
A total of twenty-four professors work 
at the Department of Biology (IfB) in 
the fields of Neurobiology, Biophys-
ics, Theoretical and Computational 
Biology, Infection Biology, Quantita-
tive Biology in Space and Time, Bio-
diversity and Evolution, and Biology 
and Education, one junior profes-
sorship, thirteen “S”-professorships, 
one junior “S”-professorship, three 
associate professorships, and three 
honorary professorships. One pro-
fessorship at the IfB received an av-
erage of EUR 625,000 in third-party 
funding in 2021. Three junior research 
group leaders, 558 doctoral students, 
261 research assistants and 1883 stu-
dents (as of winter semester 2022/23) 
complete the picture.

WEBSITE
https://www.biologie.hu-berlin.de/de

For his research into 
optogenetics, Peter 

Hegemann received the 
prestigious Albert Lasker 
Award for Basic Medical 

Research.

602 T€24.93

18873
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Department of Psychology

Research highlights 2021–2022
The reporting period saw the start of funding for the German Centre for 
Mental Health (DZPG) at the Berlin-Brandenburg site (Prof. Dziobek & Prof. 
Lüken) and funding for the DFG research group “Towards Precision Psy-
chotherapy for Non-respondent Patients: From Signatures to Predictions to 
Clinical Utility” (FOR 5187; Prof. Lüken). Together with partner universities 
from the USA, a NIH grant could be obtained on the topic “Is the Worsening 
of Midlife Health and Well-Being a US or Cross-Cultural Phenomenon?” (Prof. 
Gerstorf). The ERC Consolidator Grant funded project “How Visual Action 
Shapes Active Vision (VIS-A-VIS)” (Prof. Rolfs) started its work, as did the BUA 
Exploration Project on Social Cohesion (Prof. Specht, Prof. Hess, Prof. Gerstorf 
together with colleagues from HU, FU and TU). The development of the study 
aptitude test for the Bachelor of Psychology, funded by the state of Berlin, was 
completed and used for student selection in winter semester 21/22 & winter 
semester 22/23 (Prof. Ziegler).

Main research topics

Since its foundation, the Department of Psychology has followed the tradition 
of an empirical natural science. The overriding goal is a better understanding of 
human experience and behaviour. Three main research areas are the study of the 
bio- and neuroscientific foundations, the acquisition of knowledge for the pre-
vention, diagnosis and therapy of mental disorders, and the research and design 
of healthy working and living conditions throughout the entire human lifespan.
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Faculty of Life Sciences

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Clauss, E., Hoppe, A., Schachler, V., & O’Shea, D. (2021). Occupational Self-Efficacy 
and Work Engagement As Moderators in the Stressor-Detachment Model. Work & 
Stress, 35(1), 74–92. 

2 Infurna, F. J., Staben, O. E., Lachman, M. E., & Gerstorf, D. (2021). Historical Change 
in Midlife Health, Well-Being, and Despair: Cross-Cultural and Socioeconomic Com-
parisons. American Psychologist, 76(6), 870–887. 

3 Kathmann, N., Jacobi, T., Elsner, B., & Reuter, B. (2022). Effectiveness of Individual 
Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy and Predictors of Outcome in Adult Patients with Ob-
sessive-Compulsive Disorder. Psychotherapy and Psychosomatics, 91(2), 123–135. 

4 Kroell, L. M., & Rolfs, M. (2022). Foveal Vision Anticipates Defining Features of Eye 
Movement Targets. ELife, 11, e78106. 

5 O’Leary, A., et al. (2022). Behavioural and Functional Evidence Revealing the Role of 
RBFOX1 Variation in Multiple Psychiatric Disorders and Traits. Molecular Psychiatry, 27 
(11), 4464–4473. 

6 Rolfs, M., & Schweitzer, R. (2022). Coupling Perception to Action Through Incidental 
Sensory Consequences of Motor Behaviour. Nature Reviews Psychology, 1(2), 112–123. 

HEADS OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Matthias Ziegler,  
Prof. Dr. Manuel Voelkle

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department’s core consists of 
fifteen professorships in the three 
research areas of Clinical Psychol-
ogy and Psychotherapy, Cognitive 
Neuropsychology and Human De-
velopmental Dynamics: Individu-
als, Groups & Organisations. Two 
Einstein Strategic Professorships, 
two Emmy Noether Junior Research 
Groups and five honorary professor-
ships are also based at the Depart-
ment. They exemplify the outstanding 
national and international attractive-
ness of the Department. Psychology 
is one of the most sought-after de-
gree programmes at the university. 
Approximately 1,200 students are en-
rolled in one Bachelor of Science and 
five Master of Science programmes. 
The Department operates several 
equipment-intensive laboratories and 
a university outpatient clinic.

WEBSITE
https://www.psychology. 
hu-berlin.de/en/portal-page

Martin Rolfs received an 
ERC Consolidator Grant for 

his project “VIS-A-VIS”.

368 T€12.25

7619
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DEPARTMENT PROFILES

The spectrum of subjects at the Faculty of Hu-
manities and Social Sciences (KSBF) ranges from 
predominantly humanities-oriented subjects 
such as cultural history and theory, art and visual 
history, and archaeology to educational and social 
sciences, as well as Asian and African studies, 
extending to rehabilitation and sport science. In 
addition, the Center for Transdisciplinary Gender 
Studies (ZtG) and the Berlin Institute for Empir-
ical Integration and Migration Research (BIM), 
two central, HU-wide research institutions, are 
affiliated with the KSBF. This wide range of 
different disciplinary cultures and – qualitatively 
and quantitatively oriented – empirical research 

paradigms is reflected in the diverse academic 
profile of the Faculty. In recent years, however, 
some thematic focal points have emerged that are 
also researched across disciplines and depart-
ments: In addition to the thematic complex of 
migration/inclusion, this is particularly true for 
questions of gender and diversity research as 
well as for the Digital Humanities. The academ-
ic profile of the KSBF is also underpinned by 
numerous large-scale projects (clusters of excel-
lence, junior research groups, etc.) and interna-
tional collaborations, including those within the 
framework of Humboldt-Universität’s strategic 
partnerships.

1 Department of Archaeology

2  Department of Asian and African Studies

3  Department of Education Studies

4  Department of Cultural History and Theory

5  Department of Art and Visual History

6 Department of Musicology  
and Media Studies

7  Department of Rehabilitation Sciences

8  Department of Social Sciences

9 Department of Sport Science

10 Center for Transdisciplinary  
Gender Studies

10

Faculty of Humanities 
and Social Sciences
DEAN 2021–2022: Prof. Dr. Christian Kassung
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Research highlights 2021–2022
 Digitisation: increased use of digital knowledge generation and transfer (e.g. 
3D technology for researching the Athenian Agora, Villa of Sorrento, Forum 
Romanum), 3D Lab & Digital Lab AKNOA
 Field research projects in Egypt (Ramses City, Valley of Kings), Italy (Capo di 
Sorrento, Ostia, Pietragalla), Jordan (Petra), Sudan (Musawwarat as-Sufra’), 
Cyprus
 Approval of new third-party funded projects, including research on Cypriot 
territorial states (DFG-ANR), research on the city centre of Petra (DFG), 
research on the City of Ramses (DFG)
 Subproject “Register Knowledge in Ancient Egypt” in CRC 1412 
 Organisation of workshops and conferences, e.g. “Berliner Arbeitskreis 
Junge Ägyptologie”, “Register in Ancient Languages”
 Initiative for barrier-free science communication using the example of the 
project “Pi-Ramesse: Explore the Capital of Ramses II.”
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Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
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Department of Archaeology

Main research topics

Research at this Department focuses on (field) archaeology, object and image 
studies on the one hand, and semiotic and linguistic issues on the other. Focal 
points include: research on settlements and cities, sanctuaries, tombs and 
landscapes (in Egypt, Greece, Italy, Jordan, Sudan, Cyprus) as well as on phe-
nomena of image-based representation and communication; the development 
of language and writing as well as the formation and development of registers 
in the course of multimodal communication; history of collections. A special 
focus lies upon the Digital Humanities.

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Filser, W. (2021). Zu Status und Ambiguität in der Geneleos-Gruppe. In E. Günther & J. 
Fabricius (Eds.), Mehrdeutigkeiten: Rahmentheorien und Affordanzkonzepte in der archäolo-
gischen Bildwissenschaft (pp. 185–205). Harrassowitz.

2 Fritsch, B., Götz, S., Filser, W., Reinfeld, M., Klose, C., & Vitti, P. (2023). Mixing Methods: 
The Use of 3D Techniques at the Ancient Villa of Capo di Sorrento. Studies in Digital Herit-
age, 6(2), 25–50. 

3 Herzberg-Beiersdorf, A. (2022). Prosopographia Memphitica: Individuelle Identitäten und 
Kollektive Biographien einer königlichen Residenzstadt des Neuen Reichs. De Gruyter.

4 Pearson, S. (2021). The Triumph and Trade of Egyptian Objects in Rome: Collecting Art in 
the Ancient Mediterranean. De Gruyter.

5 Schmid, S. G. (2021). Was There a Nabataean Identity – And If Yes, How Many? In M. 
Blömer, S. Riedel, M. J. Versluys, & E. Winter (Eds.), Common Dwelling Place of All the 
Gods: Commagene in Its Local, Regional and Global Hellenistic Context (pp. 439–472). 
Franz Steiner.

6 Verbovsek, A. (2021). Fayence-Kopfbedeckungen königlicher und göttlicher Kompositstat-
uetten aus Pi-Ramesse. In M. Ullmann, G. Pieke, F. Hoffmann, & C. Bayer (Eds.), Up and 
down the Nile: Ägyptologische Studien für Regine Schulz (pp. 301–314). Zaphon.
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HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Susanne Muth

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department of Archaeology 
is made up of two disciplines that 
conduct research on the ancient cul-
tures of the Mediterranean region 
and North-East Africa: Archaeology 
and Cultural History of North-East 
Africa (AKNOA) and Classical Ar-
chaeology (Winckelmann Institute). 
The Department is made up of five 
professorships: two professorships 
in Archaeology and Cultural History 
of Northeast Africa, two professor-
ships in Classical Archaeology and 
one professorship in Theory and His-
tory of Multimodal Communication. 
The Department is in charge of two 
university collections.

WEBSITE
https://www.archaeologie. 
hu-berlin.de/de

The Department 
conducted field 

research projects in 
Egypt, Italy, Jordan, 
Sudan and Cyprus.

117 T€5

213
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Department of Asian  
and African Studies

Research highlights 2021–2022
 Innovation: Various online conferences were organised at the IAAW, 
including: the annual conference of the African Theatre Association in July 
2021, the congress of the Association pour l’étude des littératures africaines 
in September 2021 and the international conference “West-Central African 
Linguistic History Between Macro-Sudan Belt and Niger-Congo: Commemo-
rating Diedrich Westermann’s Legacy and the 100th Anniversary of the 
Professorship for African Languages in Berlin” in November 2021.
 Cutting-edge research: With the launch of the ERC project “Domestication 
of ‘Hindu’ Asceticism and the Religious Making of South and Southeast 
Asia” (ERC Synergy Grant, 2019), the IAAW was able to win another 
international collaborative project.
 Awards: “The International Quarterly for Asian Studies (IQAS)” published 
at the IAAW was awarded the HU Berlin’s Open Access Award 2022.

Main research topics

“New Area Studies” are the Department’s trademark, within which regions are 
understood as open and dynamic configurations along a scale of local-region-
al-transregional-global. This concept is implemented by means of research 
projects on topics such as migration and (digital) mobility, multilingualism, 
religion, gender and social justice. These combine social, cultural and linguistic 
approaches and can be assigned to the Department’s focal areas of Cultural 
Politics, Linguistic Ecologies in Transition and Fragmented Lines of Social 
Structures.

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Fuchs, D., & Eaton, S. (2022). Diffusion of Practice: The Curious Case of the Sino-Ger-
man Technical Standardisation Partnership. New Political Economy, 27(6), 958–971. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/13563467.2021.1961221

2 Gehrmann, S. (2021). Autobiographik in Afrika: Literaturgeschichte und Genrevielfalt. WVT.

3 Klöter, H., & Söderblom Saarela, M. (Eds.). (2021). Language Diversity in the Sinophone 
World: Historical Trajectories, Language Planning, and Multilingual Practices. Routledge.

4 Lange, D., Ptáčková, J., Wettstein, M., & Wulff, M. (Eds.). (2022). Crossing Boundaries: 
Tibetan Studies Unlimited. Academia.

5 Mann, M. (2022). A British Rome in India: Calcutta – Capital for an Empire. Wernersche 
Verlagsgesellschaft.

6 Schmoller, J., & Laruelle, M. (Eds.). (2021). Cultures of Islam: Vernacular Traditions and 
Revisionist Interpretations Across Russia. George Washington University, Central Asia 
Program.

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Henning Klöter

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department of Asian and Afri-
can Studies (IAAW) is divided into 
departments with regional empha-
ses on Africa, East Asia, Southeast 
Asia, South Asia and Central Asia. 
Multidisciplinary social, cultural and 
linguistic foci as well as an extensive 
language programme are embedded 
within these regional departments. 
Transregionally oriented profes-
sorships within the departments 
and two cross-sectional areas form 
the conceptual links between the 
regional areas. The “Mori-Ôgai” 
memorial is affiliated with the 
Department.

WEBSITE
https://www.iaaw.hu-berlin.de/ 
en/index_en

The journal “IQAS”, 
published at the 
Department, was 

awarded the HU Open 
Access Award.

270 T€11.44

6110
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Department of  
Education Studies

Research highlights 2021–2022
In addition to numerous smaller projects, a total of twelve third-party funded 
projects were brought to a successful conclusion in 2021–2022, including in 
the areas of basic research, teaching-learning research, professional compe-
tences of teachers, digitisation, continuing vocational training and historical 
educational research. Furthermore, with the support of the German Govern-
ment and Federal States Tenure-Track Programme for the support of early-ca-
reer researchers, the Department has created the W2 professorship “Education 
Studies with a Focus on Gender and Diversity”, which has expanded the profile 
of the Department since 2021.

Main research topics

The Department offers research-based and profession-oriented research, teach-
ing and continuing education on education and learning along the course of 
life. It considers its research to be education and educational sciences that are 
social-science-based and humanities-based, as well as interdisciplinary and in-
ternationally oriented, with the following cross-sectional topics: basic questions 
of educational science, pedagogical organisations, the professionalisation of 
pedagogical staff in all types of schools and all other areas of the education sys-
tem, pedagogical action, teaching, lecturing and learning in general and voca-
tional education along the course of life, participation, diversity, inequality and 
inclusion research as well as dealing with digitisation in educational contexts.

humboldt-universität zu berlin  25

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Brinkmann, M. (2021). Die Wiederkehr des Übens: Praxis und Theorie eines pädagogis-
chen Grundphänomens. W. Kohlhammer.

2 Dunekacke, S., Jegodtka, A., Koinzer, T., Eilerts, K., & Jenßen, L. (Eds.). (2022). Early 
Childhood Teachers’ Professional Competence in Mathematics. Routledge.

3 Hamann, J., & Beljean, S. (2021). Career Gatekeeping in Cultural Fields. American 
Journal of Cultural Sociology, 9(1), 43–69. 

4 Schlögl, P., Tafner, G., Ostendorf, A., Bock-Schappelwein, J., & Gramlinger, F. (Eds.). 
(2022). Wie wollen wir arbeiten? Berufliches Lernen zwischen Tradition und Transforma-
tion: Beiträge zur 7. Berufsbildungsforschungskonferenz (BBFK). wbv.  
https://doi.org/10.3278/6004914

5 Thalhammer, V., Hoffmann, S., von Hippel, A., & Schmidt-Hertha, B. (2022). Dropout 
in Adult Education as a Phenomenon of Fit. An Integrative Model Proposal for the 
Genesis of Dropout in Adult Education Based on Dropout Experiences. European 
Journal for Research on the Education and Learning of Adults, 13, 231–246.  
https://doi.org/10.25656/01:26830

6 Zimmermann, M., & Mayweg-Paus, E. (2021). The Role of Collaborative Argumenta-
tion in Future Teachers’ Selection of Online Information. Zeitschrift Für Pädagogische 
Psychologie, 35(2–3), 185–198. 

HEADS OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Katja Eilerts,  
Prof. Dr. Aiga von Hippel

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department is made up of 17 re-
search divisions (with 22 professor-
ships, three of which are junior profes-
sorships, one endowed professorship 
and two bridge professorships). It is 
distinguished by the fact that it repre-
sents both the breadth of different ed-
ucational science sub-disciplines and 
unites the professorships in school 
education, primary school education, 
subject-specific science and didactics 
for the qualification of teachers. The 
divisions are responsible for three un-
dergraduate educational science de-
gree programmes and seven teacher 
training degree programmes as well 
as the educational science compo-
nents for all teacher training students 
at Humboldt-Universität. The Depart-
ment is involved in various interdis-
ciplinary research centres (including 
IZBF, ZfIB, BIM, IQB).

WEBSITE
https://www.erziehungswissen-
schaften.hu-berlin.de/de

The new W2 professorship 
“Education Studies with a 

Focus on Gender and Diver-
sity” was filled.

173 T€14.22

3610
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Research highlights 2021–2022
 Prof. Dr. Iris Därmann was awarded the prestigious Sigmund Freud Prize 
for Academic Prose 2022. The prize is awarded to academics who publish in 
German and make a decisive contribution to the development of language 
use in their field through an outstanding linguistic style.
 In 2021/22, Prof. Dr. Liliana Ruth Feierstein was a member of the working 
group jointly set up by the Central Council of Jews, The Standing Confer-
ence of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs and the Federal and 
State Commission of anti-Semitism agents to work on a recommendation 
for dealing with anti-Semitism in schools.
 Prof. Dr. Claudia Mareis was involved in the development of the exhibition 
“Design Lab #13. Material Legacies” at the Museum of Decorative Arts 
(Kunstgewerbemuseum) Berlin (Nov. 2022).
 For her master’s thesis “Making Matter Active Through Form. Fabricating 
Bio-Inspired Behaviour With Auxetic Structures”, Heidi Jalkh was awarded 
the HU’s “Research to Innovation” innovation prize in 2022.

Main research topics
In the reporting period, research at the Department of Cultural History and 
Theory was characterised by three main topics – 1.) a history of knowledge 
and science that is just as interested in the knowledge cultures of the natu-
ral sciences and humanities as in those of the design disciplines, in certified 
and implicit, subversive and marginalised knowledge, 2.) a cultural history of 
politics, which is concerned with the cultural preconditions for politics and 
with the forms of the emergence, organisation and practice of politics, 3.) a 
media theory and history that, in close exchange with the Cluster of Excellence 
“Matters of Activity”, also includes analogue media and design practices in a 
post-digital perspective.

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Därmann, I. (2021). Widerstände: Gewaltenteilung in statu nascendi. Matthes & Seitz.

2 Felsch, P. (2022). Wie Nietzsche aus der Kälte kam: Geschichte einer Rettung. C.H. Beck.

3 Lange, B. (2022). Captured Voices: Sound Recordings of Prisoners of War From the Sound 
Archive 1915–1918. Kadmos.

4 Lucci, A. (2021). True Detective: Eine Philosophie des Negativen (F. Romanini, Trans.). 
Turia + Kant.

5 Schillmeier, M. W. J., Stock, R., & Ochsner, B. (Eds.) (2022). Techniques of Hearing: 
History, Theory and Practices. Routledge.

6 Ventarola, B., & Köhne, J. (Eds.). (2022). Weibliche Genieentwürfe: Eine alternative 
Geschichte des schöpferischen Subjekts. Königshausen & Neumann.

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Philipp Felsch

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department of Cultural History 
and Theory consists of seven profes-
sorships, four of which are perma-
nently anchored in the staffing plan 
as structural professorships, one jun-
ior professorship and two “S”-profes-
sorships. As a subject in its own right, 
Cultural History and Theory is only 
available at Humboldt-Universität in 
Germany. In the research and teach-
ing areas at the Department, Cultural 
History and Theory is practiced in the 
three dimensions of knowledge, me-
dia and politics, with a special focus 
on contemporary analysis and cate-
gories of distinction.

WEBSITE
https://www.culture.hu-berlin.de/
en/home

Iris Därmann received 
the Sigmund Freud Prize 
for Academic Prose from 
the German Academy for 

Language and Poetry.

169 T€7.83

139
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Department of Art  
and Visual History

Research highlights 2021–2022
In the winter semester of 2022, the lecture series “Under Shelling. Art Histor-
ical Revisions in the Light of the War in Ukraine” sparked lively public interest. 
The lecture series organised by the Department of Art and Visual History in 
collaboration with the Mori-Ôgai Memorial and the Department of Asian and 
African Studies on transcultural exchange processes between Japan and the 
“West” was also presented to an interested audience. Claudia Blümle curated 
the exhibition “Stretching Materialities” at the Theatre of Veterinary Anatomy as 
part of the Cluster of Excellence “Matters of Activity”, which was accompanied 
by performances, interactive guided tours and workshops. The DFG project “Na-
tional Heritage”, led by Charlotte Klonk, in which the Act on the Protection of 
Cultural Property (KGSG) is being researched in the tense relationship between 
public interests and private property, began its work. In addition, the newly 
developed Census Hertziana Fellowship was advertised for the first time and 
awarded to the Ecuadorian cultural historian Juan Mantilla.

Main research topics

At the Department of Art and Visual History, research is done on how architec-
ture as well as artistic and other imaging processes have evolved in history and 
shape the present. The combination of approaches from both image history 
and image theory makes it possible to critically examine the current dynamics 
of images – in politics and science, cultural and religious conflicts. At the De-
partment of Art and Visual History, the potential of methods from art history 
and the humanities is used to interrogate historical continuities, upheavals and 
narratives of progress, as well as the medial construction of reality.

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Blümle, C., Castor, M. A., & Drews, A.-C. (Eds.). (2021). Stella Kramrisch [Dossier]. 
Regards croisés. Deutsch-französische Zeitschrift für Kunstgeschichte, Literaturwissenschaft 
und Ästhetik, 11.

2 Christian, K. W. (2021). When Venus Mocked the Pope: Ancient Sculptures in the 
Possessi of Renaissance Rome. In C. P. Dickenson (Ed.), Public Statues Across Time 
and Cultures (pp. 148–175). Routledge.

3 Ehninger, E. (2021). Against the Biological Metaphor: Robert Smithson’s Crystalline 
Figuration. In A. Krause-Wahl, P. Löffler, & Ä. Söll (Eds.), Materials, Practices and Poli-
tics of Shine in Modern Art and Popular Culture (pp. 185–206). Bloomsbury.

4 Kappel, K., & Tabanelli, M. (Eds.). (2022). L’Architettura normanna e il Mediterraneo. 
Dinamiche di interazione culturale. Studi e Ricerche di Storia dell’architettura. Revista 
della Società degli Storici dell’Architettura in Italia, 11.

5 Klonk, C. (2021). Revolution im Rückwärtsgang: Der 6. Januar 2021 und die Bedeutung 
der Bilder. Verlag der Buchhandlung Walther und Franz König.

6 Müller, K. (2022). Das Kreuz: Eine Objektgeschichte des bekanntesten Symbols von der 
Spätantike bis zur Neuzeit. Herder.

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Kathrin Müller

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department of Art and Visual 
History (IKB) is made up of seven full 
professorships. Three professorships 
represent the epochs of the Middle 
Ages, the early modern period, mo-
dernity and the present. Four other 
professorships form cross-epochal 
thematic parentheses through their 
focus on the history of art and images 
in Eastern Europe, architecture and 
urban planning, art and new media, 
and the history and theory of form. 
The Department is one of the largest 
of its kind in the German-speaking 
world and represents the entire spec-
trum of the subject.

WEBSITE
https://www.kunstgeschichte. 
hu-berlin.de/

Claudia Blümle curated 
the exhibition “Stretching 

Materialities” at the Theatre 
of Veterinary Anatomy.

208 T€6

155
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Department of Musicology  
and Media Studies

Research highlights 2021–2022
In September 2022, the International Max Planck Research School “Knowledge 
and Its Resources” was launched, a cooperation between the Max Planck Insti-
tute for the History of Science and the three Berlin universities (HU, FU, TU), 
with two of the three speakers (Viktoria Tkaczyk and Christine von Oertzen) be-
longing to our Department. The Department has successfully acquired further 
third-party funding projects: “Audible Temporality. How Time is Structured in 
– and through – Music” (Einstein Foundation Berlin, 2019–2023) and “Second 
World Music: Latin America, East Germany, and the Sonic Circuitry of Social-
ism” (DFG, 2020–2026). It is also involved in the long-term edition project: 
“Erich Wolfgang Korngold Work Edition” (start 2021, duration: 25 years; a pro-
ject of the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities and the 
Academy of Sciences and Literature Mainz). The Department played a leading 
role in organising the annual conference of the German Musicological Soci-
ety on the topic of “Nach der Norm: Musikwissenschaft im 21. Jahrhundert” 
(September/October 2022). It also organised the symposium “Musik und das 
Unheimliche” in October 2021 and the conference “Akustische Interfaces” in 
May 2022.

Main research topics

Musicology focuses, among other things, on the area of (digital) edition philolo-
gy; in the reporting period, work continued on the long-term editorial project of 
a historical-critical online edition of Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy’s correspond-
ence (DFG, since 2017). Further research foci include Historical Musicology, 
Transcultural Musicology, Popular Music Studies and Systematic Musicology. 
Media studies pursues an experimental-technical approach in the fields of 
media theory, media archaeology, digital media and media aesthetics, with 
facilities such as the signal lab, the media archaeological collection, the media 
studio, the media technology workshops and the media theatre. Another focus 
is on the intersections of media history and the history of knowledge. 

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Sebastian Klotz

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department combines the fields 
of Musicology and Media Studies, 
each of which offers independent 
degree programmes and is dedi-
cated to epistemological questions 
concerning sound and media from 
different research perspectives. Mu-
sicology covers the subject in its 
entire breadth with three professor-
ships, two honorary professorships, 
one junior professorship and two per-
manent staff members and is one of 
the largest departments of its kind in 
Germany. Media Studies is a small, 
but internationally highly regarded 
discipline at the Humboldt-Univer-
sität – with two professorships, one 
junior professorship and one perma-
nent member of staff.

WEBSITE
https://www.musikundmedien. 
hu-berlin.de/de

The Department is involved 
in the long-term edition 
project “Erich Wolfgang 
Korngold Work Edition”. 

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Dahlhaus, C. (2022). Briefe 1945–1989 (T. R. Klein, Ed.). Bärenreiter; J.B. Metzler. 

2 Ernst, W. (2021). Technológos in Being: Radical Media Archaeology & the Computational 
Machine. Bloomsbury.

3 Kursell, J., Tkaczyk, V., & Ziemer, H. (2021). Introduction: Language, Sound, and the 
Humanities. History of Humanities, 6(1), 1–10. 

4 Küssner, M., Taruffi, L., & Floridou, G. A. (Eds.). (2022). Music and Mental Imagery. 
Routledge. 

5 Miyazaki, S. (2022). Digitalität tanzen! Über Commoning & Computing. Transcript.

6 Stollberg, A. (2021). Figuren der Resonanz: Das 18. Jahrhundert und seine musikalische 
Anthropologie. J.B. Metzler. 

160 T€6.22

132
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Department of Rehabilitation 
Sciences

Research highlights 2021–2022
A highlight in 2022 was the award of the European Language Label to the Eu-
ropean research project “Promoting Deaf/Hard of Hearing Children’s Theory 
of Mind and Emotion Understanding (ProToM)” (Sign Language and Audio-
pedagogy, Claudia Becker), which was completed in August 2021. In addition, 
the annual conference of the Research Training Group “Inclusion – Education 
– Schools: Analyzing Processes of Social Participation”, funded by the Hans 
Böckler Foundation, took place in October 2022, organised by members of the 
Department and the Center for Inclusion Research Berlin (ZfIB). The confer-
ence “Spaces and Limits of Inclusion: Interdisciplinary Research Results” pre-
sented 65 contributions to inclusion research. In the same year, the research 
project “Images and Imagination of Impairment and Disability in the Hans 
Würtz Collection” (Oliver Musenberg, HU Berlin/Simon McKeown, Univer-
sity of Teesside/UK) was approved. The project is funded by the DFG and the 
British AHRC.

Main research topics

The main topics and research activities of the Department are grouped around 
the following three thematic clusters: 1.) Inclusive Education, 2.) Language and 
Communication, 3.) Rehabilitation and Participation. These research topics can 
be linked to the faculty’s main topics of migration, integration and inclusion 
as well as diversity and heterogeneity research. The wide variety of concrete 
research activities of our Department ranges from basic research to practical 
research with direct application relevance.
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Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
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Important publications 2021–2022

1 Geimer, A., & Capovilla, D. (2022). Mediatisierung der Bildung des Lehrer*innenhabitus? 
Zur Rezeption medial repräsentierter Lehrfiguren und Aneignung von Subjektnormen 
durch Lehramtsstudierende der Sonderpädagogik. In D. Matthes & H. Pallesen (Eds.), 
Bilder von Lehrer*innenberuf und Schule: (Mediale) Entwürfe zwischen Produktion, Rezeption 
und Aneignung (pp. 269–290). Springer.

2 Jennessen, S., & Burgio, N. M. (2022). PraeKids. Erhebung der Prävalenz von Kindern 
und Jugendlichen mit lebensbedrohlichen und lebensverkürzenden Erkrankungen in 
Deutschland. 

3 Powell, J. J. W., Pfahl, L., & Blanck, J. M. (2021). Sonderpädagogische Fördersysteme 
und inklusive Bildung. In U. Bauer, U. H. Bittlingmayer, & A. Scherr (Eds.), Handbuch 
Bildungs- und Erziehungssoziologie (pp. 1–22). Springer. 

4 Rathmann, C., & Quadros, R. M. de. (2022). International Sign Language:  
Sociolinguistic Aspects. Editora Arara Azul.

5 Villwock, A., Bottari, D., & Röder, B. (2022). Event-Related Potential Correlates of 
Visuo-Tactile Motion Processing in Congenitally Deaf Humans. Neuropsychologia, 170, 
108209. 

6 Wansing, G., Schäfers, M., & Köbsell, S. (Eds.). (2022). Teilhabeforschung –  
Konturen eines neuen Forschungsfeldes. Springer. 

HEADS OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Gudrun Wansing,  
Prof. Dr. David Zimmermann

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department of Rehabilitation 
Sciences is the only institution in Ger-
many to encompass all special edu-
cation disciplines in addition to the 
basic and cross-sectional disciplines, 
which allows for a unique networking 
in research and teaching. In addition 
to the teaching-related degree pro-
grammes, the Department offers the 
degree programmes “Rehabilitation 
Education” (Bachelor’s/Master’s), 
which combine educational science, 
sociological, psychological and medi-
cal aspects, among others, as well as 
the degree programmes “Deaf Stud-
ies” and “Sign Language Education”. 
In total, the faculty consists of eleven 
professors, two assistant professors 
and almost one hundred other aca-
demics.

WEBSITE
https://www.reha.hu-berlin.de/
en/department-of-rehabilitation-
sciences

The research project 
“ProToM” was 

awarded the European 
Language Label.

157 T€8.06

234
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Department of Social Sciences

Research highlights 2021–2022
 Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Prize 2021 for Steffen Mau
 “Urban Futures at Risk” (project funded by the Einstein Foundation Berlin; 
project head: Talja Blokland)
 “The Impact of COVID-19 on Public Support for the European Union 
(COVIDEU)” (project funded by the Volkswagen Foundation; project head: 
Heike Klüver)
 RTG 2458: “The Dynamics of Demography, Democratic Processes and 
Public Policy (DYNAMICS)” (Participating PIs from the Department: Anette 
Fasang, Johannes Giesecke, Heike Klüver, Steffen Mau, Hanna Schwander)
 EXC 2055/1: “SCRIPTS” (PIs involved from the Department: Anette Fasang, 
Johannes Giesecke, Heike Klüver, Steffen Mau, Christian Volk)

Main research topics

The following four focal areas shape the profile of the Department of Social 
Sciences: 1.) Democracy and Transformation, 2.) Migration and the Urban 
World, 3.) Social and Political Inequalities, 4.) Work and Lifestyle. 

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Garritzmann, J. L., & Schwander, H. (2021). Gender and Attitudes Toward Welfare 
State Reform: Are Women Really Social Investment Promoters? Journal of European 
Social Policy, 31(3), 253–266. https://doi.org/10.1177/0958928720978012

2 Hager, A., Hensel, L., Hermle, J., & Roth, C. (2022). Group Size and Protest Mobili-
zation across Movements and Countermovements. American Political Science Review, 
116(3), 1051–1066. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055421001131

3 Klüver, H., Hartmann, F., Humphreys, M., Geissler, F., & Giesecke, J. (2021). Incen-
tives Can Spur COVID-19 Vaccination Uptake. Proceedings of the National Academy  
of Sciences, 118(36), e2109543118. https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2109543118

4 Mau, S. (2021). Sortiermaschinen: Die Neuerfindung der Grenze im 21. Jahrhundert  
(2nd ed.). C.H. Beck.

5 Reckwitz, A., & Rosa, H. (2021). Spätmoderne in der Krise: Was leistet die Gesellschafts-
theorie? Suhrkamp.

6 Van Winkle, Z., & Fasang, A. E. (2021). The Complexity of Employment and Family 
Life Courses Across 20th Century Europe: More Evidence for Larger Cross-National 
Differences but Little Change Across 1916–1966 Birth Cohorts. Demographic Research, 
44, 775–810. https://doi.org/10.4054/DemRes.2021.44.32

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

HEADS OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Gökce Yurdakul,  
Prof. Dr. Heike Klüver

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The following teaching areas are 
based at the Department of Social 
Sciences: Social Theory and Cultur-
al Sociology, Diversity and Social 
Conflict, Social Research & Meth-
ods, German Politics, Integration 
Research and Social Politics, In-
ternational Politics, Migration and 
Gender, Macrosociology, Microsoci-
ology, Political Sociology and Social 
Policy, Comparative Political Behav-
iour, Sociology of Work and Gender 
Relations, Sociology of the Future of 
Work, Urban and Regional Sociology, 
Political Theory, Comparative Analy-
sis of Political Systems, Compara-
tive Political Sciences and Political 
Systems of Eastern Europe. 

WEBSITE
https://www.sowi.hu-berlin.de/en

Steffen Mau received the 
2021 Gottfried Wilhelm 

Leibniz Prize from the DFG.

350 T€15.28

6825
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https://doi.org/10.1177/0958928720978012
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055421001131
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2109543118
https://doi.org/10.4054/DemRes.2021.44.32
https://www.sowi.hu-berlin.de/en


Department of Sport Science

Research highlights 2021–2022
One of the Department’s research foci relates to analyses of voluntary and 
honorary engagement in sport-related structures of civil society – especially in 
sports clubs. In the reporting period, the EiS-CP project “Effects of the COVID-19 
Pandemic on Sports (Clubs)” was completed and the BLEIB project on the civic 
engagement of sports clubs in peripheral rural areas of the new federal states 
was launched. Numerous research projects and publications in the field of sports 
medicine and sports psychology were realised, particularly in connection with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In 2021, the division of Training and Movement Sciences, 
together with academics from the Charité, the BMS, the Zuse Institute and the 
FU Berlin, established a DFG research group on the topic of “The Dynamics of 
the Spine: Mechanics, Morphology and Motion Towards a Comprehensive Diag-
nosis of Low Back Pain”.

Main research topics
The continuous expansion of teacher training in the field of sport was a major 
challenge for the Department of Sport Science during the pandemic. These 
tasks were mastered well and the establishment of the division of Sports 
Psychology was also successfully implemented during this time. The junior 
professorship with tenure-track option has already hired two new employees 
from third-party funded projects at the end of 2022, who are working on the 
topic of positive emotions in sport and school sport. 

humboldt-universität zu berlin  31

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Bohm, S., Mersmann, F., Santuz, A., Schroll, A., & Arampatzis, A. (2021). Muscle-Spe-
cific Economy of Force Generation and Efficiency of Work Production During Human 
Running. ELife, 10, e67182. 

2 Burrmann, U., Mutz, M., Sielschott, S., & Braun, S. (2022). Social Capital Trends in 
Germany in the Face of the Covid-19 Pandemic: A Research Note. Frontiers in Political 
Science, 4, 814943. 

3 Lobinger, B. H., Eckardt, V. C., & Lautenbach, F. (2021). Three Perspectives on Parental 
Support in Youth Soccer: Children, Parents, and Coaches. International Journal of Sports 
Science & Coaching, 16(4), 886–899. 

4 Musculus, L., Lautenbach, F., Knöbel, S., Reinhard, M. L., Weigel, P., Gatzmaga, N., 
Borchert, A., & Pelka, M. (2022). An Assist for Cognitive Diagnostics in Soccer: Two 
Valid Tasks Measuring Inhibition and Cognitive Flexibility in a Soccer-Specific Setting 
With a Soccer-Specific Motor Response. Frontiers in Psychology, 13, 867849.

5 Mutz, M., Burrmann, U., & Braun, S. (2022). Speaking Acquaintances or Helpers in 
Need: Participation in Civic Associations and Individual Social Capital. VOLUNTAS: 
International Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations, 33(1), 162–172.

6 Pigozzi, F., Wolfarth, B., et al. (2021). Protecting Olympic Participants From COVID-19: 
The Trialled and Tested Process. British Journal of Sports Medicine, 55 (23), 1322–1323. 

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Bernd Wolfarth

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department currently has five full 
professorships, which cover the en-
tire spectrum of the subject through 
their content orientation and are 
committed to the identity-forming 
core with the profile “Sports, Move-
ment, Education under the Condi-
tions of Heterogeneity and Plural-
ity”. The professorship for sports 
medicine and the professorship for 
training and movement sciences rep-
resent the natural science perspec-
tive, while the humanities and social 
science perspectives are represented 
by the professorships for sport soci-
ology, sports education and sports 
didactics. In addition, two additional 
junior professorships are occupied. 
This places the Department amongst 
the medium-sized departments of its 
kind in Germany.

WEBSITE
https://www.spowi.hu-berlin.de/en

The new junior 
professorship for 

“Sports Psychology” 
was filled.

132 T€4.86

182
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Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Center for Transdisciplinary 
Gender Studies

Research highlights 2021–2022
Conferences: 

 “Diverse Families: Parenthood and Family beyond Heteronormativity and 
Gender Binary” (2021)
 “Unsettling Archives” in cooperation with the Program in Gender & 
Sexuality Studies; Princeton University (2022)

Third-party funded projects:
 DFG-FOR 2265: “Law – Gender – Collectivity: The Contested General and 
the New Common” (2021–2024; 2nd funding period) 
 BMBF collaborative project “New Approaches for Integrating Gender Into 
Environmental Health Research” (2017–2022) 
 DFG project “Ambivalent Recognition Order? Doing Reproduction and 
Doing Family Beyond the Heterosexual Nuclear Family” (2018–2021) 
 Joint research project funded by a Princeton-HU Strategic Partnership 
Grant: “Re-Imagining the Archive: Sexual Politics and Postcolonial Entangle-
ments” (2019–2023)

Main research topics

Due to the structure of the Center for Transdisciplinary Gender Studies, the 
main topics arise mostly from the research of the individual professorships 
and staff members. They lie – often transdisciplinary – in various fields of the 
humanities, cultural studies, natural sciences, law and social sciences. Particu-
larly noteworthy are: Gender and law/legal gender studies; Gender and health; 
Gender and globalisation with a focus on feminist economic critique; Gender 
and postcolonialism; Family/reproductive technologies; Care/work and social 
inequality; Life writing and queer literary studies.

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Jähnert, G., et al. (Eds.). (2022). Feministische Visionen vor und nach 1989: Geschlecht, 
Medien und Aktivismen in der DDR, BRD und im östlichen Europa. Barbara Budrich. 

2 Apelt, M., Binder, B., & Kuster, F. (Eds.). (2021). Recht und Geschlecht: Zugänge zur 
Empirischen Rechtsforschung [Themenheft]. Feministische Studien, 39(2).  
https://www.degruyter.com/journal/key/fs/39/2/html?lang=de

3 Benner, J. (Ed.). (2022). Regenbögen. Sexuelle und geschlechtliche Vielfalt in Kinder- 
und Jugendmedien [Redaktion]. kjl&m, 22(1).

4 Gradinari, I., Bruns, C., Li, Y., & Naumann, M. (Eds.). (2021). Europas Außengrenzen: 
Interrelationen von Raum, Geschlecht und »Rasse«. Transcript. 

5 Haschemi Yekani, E., Nowicka, M., & Roxanne, T. (2022). Revisualising Intersectionality. 
Palgrave Macmillan. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-93209-1

6 Wimbauer, C. (2021). Co-Parenting und die Zukunft der Liebe: Über post-romantische 
Elternschaft. Transcript.

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

SPOKESPERSONS 2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Beate Binder,  
Prof. Dr. Kerstin Palm,  
Prof. Dr. Ulrike Vedder,  
Prof. Dr. Christine Wimbauer

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Center for Transdisciplinary 
Gender Studies (ZtG) coordinates 
research and teaching in gender 
studies across disciplines and fac-
ulties and is anchored with its man-
agement in the Faculty of Humanities 
and Social Sciences. It is supported 
by three professorships belonging to 
the ZtG’s pool of positions as well 
as other (junior) professorships an-
chored in the departments and fac-
ulties with a partial appointment or 
focus in Gender Studies, which are 
linked to the ZtG through secondary 
membership.

WEBSITE
https://www.gender.hu-berlin.de/
en/home

The DFG research group 
“Law – Gender – Collectivity”, 

headed by Beate Binder, 
received an extension.

NOTE
The professorships proportionally 
assigned to the Centre have their 
own third-party funded projects that 
do not run through the organisation 
reference number of the Centre but 
through their specialised depart-
ments, and accordingly, they are not 
listed here.
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The four departments of the Faculty of Arts and 
Humanities are highly research-oriented and 
regularly occupy top national and international 
positions in relevant rankings. The cultiva-
tion of strongly developed and independently 
represented subject-specific research foci and 
the significant collaboration in numerous larger 
interdisciplinary and cross-faculty joint pro-

jects are closely linked. Focal points in which 
researchers from different departments cooper-
ate within the Faculty are, in particular, Digital 
Humanities as well as Science Studies and 
History of Science. The research intensity of the 
departments of the Faculty is evident not least 
in an exceptional balance of third-party funding 
for the humanities. 

1 Department of Philosophy

2  Department of History

3  Department of European Ethnology

4 Department of Library and  
Information Sciences4

Faculty of Arts  
and Humanities
DEANS 2021–2022: Prof. Dr. Gabriele Metzler, Prof. Dr. Thomas Sandkühler, Prof. Dr. Geert Keil

DEPARTMENTS
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Research highlights 2021–2022
In 2021–2022, there was an outstanding appointment of a junior professor 
at the Department: Annina Loets (Theoretical Philosophy: Metaphysics and 
Epistemology), who received the Stegmüller Award of the Society for Analytic 
Philosophy in 2022. The Centre for Social Critique was extended in 2022 for 
a second funding period until 2028. A three-year project on “The Ethics of Fu-
ture Persons, Contractualism and Directed Duties” was approved by the DFG 
in 2021. The 11th International Congress of the Society for Analytic Philosophy, 
“Philosophy and the Public”, was organised at the Department of Philosophy in 
2022 with 700 participants from more than 30 countries. In 2022, a mem-
ber of the Department received a Starting Grant from the European Research 
Council on normativity.

Department of Philosophy

Main research topics

The Department of Philosophy is the leading philosophical department in 
Germany and competes with the best philosophical departments worldwide 
(QS Ranking: 11th place). The Department is broadly positioned in all three 
central areas of philosophy – theoretical philosophy, practical philosophy and 
the history of philosophy – and is very strong in research having achieved 
considerable success in attracting third-party funding. A great deal of emphasis 
is also placed on promoting early-career researchers. Former doctoral students 
and staff hold positions at leading universities in Europe, Great Britain and the 
US. The Department has a strong international network, works with numerous 
international partners, including Princeton University and the University of 
London, and attracts a large number of visiting scholars from abroad.

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Bjelde, J. (2021). Knowledge is Teachable. Mind, 130(518), 475–502.  
https://doi.org/10.1093/mind/fzaa092

2 Keil, G., & Jaster, R. (2021). Nachdenken über Corona: Philosophische Essays über die 
Pandemie und ihre Folgen. Reclam.

3 Lepold, K. (2021). Ambivalente Anerkennung. Campus.

4 Loets, A. J. (2021). Qua Objects and Their Limits. Mind, 130(518), 617–638.  
https://doi.org/10.1093/mind/fzaa024

5 Löwe, C. L., & Perler, D. (2023). Complexity and Unity: Peter of John Olivi and Henry 
of Ghent on the Parts of the Soul. Recherches de Theologie et Philosophie Medievales, 
89(2), 335–392. https://doi.org/10.2143/RTPM.89.2.3291325

6 Rosefeldt, T. (2022). Kant on Decomposing Synthesis and the Intuition of Infinite Space. 
Philosophers’ Imprint, 22(1). https://doi.org/10.3998/phimp.2122

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

HEADS OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Tobias Rosefeldt,  
Prof. Dr. Jonathan Beere

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
History of Philosophy  

Ancient Philosophy and Natural 
Sciences; Theoretical Philosophy of 
the Middle Ages and Early Modern 
Times; Kant and German Idealism; 
Phenomenology; Early Analytic Phi-
losophy

Theoretical Philosophy

Philosophy of Mind and Cognition 
and A.I.; Epistemology; Metaphysics 
and Philosophy of Language; Philos-
ophy of Science

Practical Philosophy

Theory of Normativity; Social Philoso-
phy; Feminist Philosophy; Philosophy 
of Race; Philosophy of Public Affairs 

WEBSITE
https://www.philosophie.hu-berlin.
de/en/welcome_text-en

The new junior professorship 
for “Theoretical Philosophy: 

Metaphysics and 
Epistemology” was filled. 

356 T€12.01

539
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Research highlights 2021–2022
The Department carried out numerous collaborative projects this year and was 
thus able to strengthen its main thematic areas. These included “Landscapes 
of Persecution – Recording and Analysis of Political Repression in the Soviet 
Occupation Zone and the German Democratic Republic” (BMBF), the DFG 
Priority Programme “Experience and Expectation: Historical Foundations 
of Economic Behaviour” and the project “Acta Cusana. Sources on the Life 
History of Nicholas of Cusa”, for which two further volumes of the edition have 
been completed. Since December 2021, the Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research (BMBF) has been funding a four-year project “AI-SKILLS: Applica-
tion-oriented Infrastructure for AI-Communities in Settings for Teaching and 
Learning” on digital history.

Main research topics
Research at the Department of History (IfG) is broad and diverse, both in 
terms of content and methodology. Two overarching research foci of the IfG are 
concerned with Europe in the global world and with digitality, mediality and 
historicity. As part of the Department’s/Faculty’s focus area of Heritage, Mem-
ory and Society, the IfG realises a wide range of activities and cooperations that 
have a significant impact in Berlin’s institutional landscape as well as national-
ly and internationally.

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Aschmann, B. (2021). Beziehungskrisen: Eine Emotionsgeschichte des katalanischen 
Separatismus. Wallstein.

2 Baberowski, J. (2021). Der bedrohte Leviathan: Staat und Revolution in Rußland.  
Duncker & Humblot.

3 Grandits, H. (2022). The End of Ottoman Rule in Bosnia: Conflicting Agencies and  
Imperial Appropriations. Routledge.

4 Mergel, T. (2022). Staat und Staatlichkeit in der europäischen Moderne. Vandenhoeck & 
Ruprecht.

5 te Heesen, A. (2022). Revolutionäre im Interview: Thomas Kuhn, Quantenphysik und 
Oral History. Wagenbach.

6 Wildt, M. (2022). Zerborstene Zeit: Deutsche Geschichte 1918 bis 1945. C.H. Beck.

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Hannes Grandits

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
Eighteen professors, about eighty re-
search assistants and approximately 
1,500 students are engaged in teach-
ing and researching history from 
antiquity to contemporary history. 
The Department of History (IfG) at 
Humboldt-Universität is one of the 
leading history departments in Ger-
many – and also in Europe as well 
as worldwide (e.g. QS ranked the IfG 
first in Germany in 2020, in Europe 
the IfG is among the top six, and 
worldwide it is currently 27th). 

WEBSITE
https://www.geschichte.hu-berlin.de/ 
en/welcome-to-the-department-of-
history

Two further “Acta Cusana” 
volumes on the life history 
of Nicholas of Cusa were 

completed.

182 T€13.49

669
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Department of European 
Ethnology

Research highlights 2021–2022
The Department has placed particular focus on three areas: Firstly, we have 
been able to ethnographically emphasise how social relations to nature are 
changing as a result of current evidence production and data-driven practices. 
Secondly, the Department has further developed legal and labour research 
ethnographically, focusing in particular on critical and feminist perspectives. 
Thirdly, post- and decolonial approaches continue to play a role through histori-
cal research as well as research on current social developments.

Main research topics

The Department’s research is organised into “laboratories”. Laboratories are 
spaces across status groups in which topic areas are elaborated upon. The 
question of the generation of everyday social order and its constantly disputed 
transformation through socio-cultural, political-economic, technological and 
ecological key developments is at the centre of all laboratories. We use multi-
modal ethnographic methods to empirically pursue these key developments, 
particularly in the areas of digitisation (of labour), climate impacts & sustaina-
bility, urbanisation, post-migrant Europe and gender & sexuality.

Faculty of Arts and Humanities

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Altenried, M., Animento, S., & Bojadžijev, M. (2021). Plattform-Urbanismus: Arbeit, 
Migration und die Transformation des urbanen Raums. sub\urban. zeitschrift für kri-
tische stadtforschung, 9(1/2), 73–91. https://doi.org/10.36900/suburban.v9i1/2.605

2 Binder, B. (2021). Law in Action aus einer Geschlechterperspektive: Felder und 
Diskussionen der feministischen empirischen Rechtsforschung. Feministische Studien, 
39(2), 202–224. https://doi.org/10.1515/fs-2021-0028

3 Chakkalakal, S. (2021). Indienliebe. Die frühe Ethnographie und ihre Bilder. Kadmos.

4 Criado, T. S., Farías, I., & Schröder, J. (2022). Multimodal Values: The Challenge of 
Institutionalizing and Evaluating More-than-textual Ethnography. Entanglements, 
5(1–2), 94–107.

5 Nadim, T. (2021). The Datafication of Nature: Data Formations and New Scales in 
Natural History. Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, 27(S1), 62–75.  
https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9655.13480

6 Niewöhner, J. (2021). Making Evidence in the Future Perfect: Provincialising Climate 
Impact Science in the Quest for More-Than-Human Liveability. Historical Social Re-
search, 46(2), 35–58. https://doi.org/10.12759/HSR.46.2021.2.35-58

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Jörg Niewöhner

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department is supported by 
six professorships and three jun-
ior professorships, one of which 
is tenure-track. Five of the full pro-
fessorships form structural bridges 
to interdisciplinary units at Hum-
boldt-Universität in the fields of 
gender, migration, city, human-en-
vironment systems and museum 
& heritage. The Department is the 
largest in the German-speaking 
world and represents the discipline 
in its entire breadth. It also manages 
numerous collections and archives 
as well as the “Landesstelle für Ber-
lin-Brandenburgische Volkskunde”, 
which cultivates contact with regional 
museums. 

WEBSITE
https://www.euroethno. 
hu-berlin.de/de

In the field of ethnographic 
legal and labour research, 

there was a focus on 
critical and feminist 

perspectives.

480 T€6

465
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Department of Library and 
Information Science

Research highlights 2021–2022
Outstanding research results include the Societal Impact Webpage of the Mer-
cator project “Navigating Societal Impact” (https://societalimpact.de/), the Qui-
dex platform (https://hu.berlin/quidex) from the DFG project “What Matters? 
Key Passages in Literary Works” and the publication of the classification for 
interdisciplinary research fields in the Research Core Data Set (https://www.
kerndatensatz-forschung.de). The “teaching space” concept was rethought in 
IBITwin, the IBI’s digital twin, and a guideline on research data management 
for theses was introduced at the IBI. New research projects on looted material 
in public libraries (NS-looted Books), on the spread of misinformation in the 
health sector (DESIVE²), on specialised information services and information 
needs (FID BBI) and on the skills required for dealing with artificial intelli-
gence (AI-SKILLS) began their work. The Best Paper Awards for outstanding 
research papers went to M. Gäde and V. and J. Dinneen and H. Bubinger for 
their contribution (below).

Main research topics

The Department of Library and Information Science investigates how process-
es of knowledge transfer, quality assurance and processing can be facilitated 
by means of information infrastructures. The research has four main areas of 
focus: Information Infrastructures, Information Experience, Openness and 
Literacy. With this specialisation, the Department occupies a unique position in 
Germany. 

Faculty of Arts and Humanities

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Dinneen, J. D., & Bubinger, H. (2021). Not Quite ‘Ask a Librarian’: AI on the Nature, 
Value, and Future of LIS. Proceedings of the Association for Information Science and 
Technology, 58(1), 117–126. 

2 Gäde, M., Koolen, M., Hall, M., Bogers, T., & Petras, V. (2021). A Manifesto on Re-
source Re-Use in Interactive Information Retrieval. Proceedings of the 2021 Conference 
on Human Information Interaction and Retrieval, 141–149. 

3 Greifeneder, E., & Bressel, P. (2022). Hybrid Digital Card Sorting: New Research Tech-
nique or Mere Variant? In M. Smits (Ed.), Information for a Better World: Shaping the 
Global Future: 17th International Conference, iConference 2022 (pp. 50–67). Springer. 

4 Greifeneder, E., & Schlebbe, K. (2022). Information Behaviour. In R. Kuhlen, D. 
Lewandowski, W. Semar, & C. Womser-Hacker (Eds.), Grundlagen der Informationswis-
senschaft (pp. 497–510). De Gruyter. 

5 Hesselmann, F., & Reinhart, M. (2021). Cycles of Invisibility: The Limits of Transpar-
ency in Dealing with Scientific Misconduct. Social Studies of Science, 51(3), 414–438. 

6 Schwab, M., Jäschke, R., & Fischer, F. (2022). “The Rodney Dangerfield of Stylistic 
Devices”: End-to-End Detection and Extraction of Vossian Antonomasia Using Neural 
Networks. Frontiers in Artificial Intelligence, 5, 868249. 

HEADS OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Vivien Petras, PhD,  
Prof. Dr. Elke Greifeneder

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department of Library and In-
formation Science (IBI) is the only 
university department of its kind in 
Germany. The professorships cover 
the phases of the information cycle 
(Information Processing and An-
alytics, Information Management, 
Information Retrieval) and central 
information processes (Information 
Behaviour, Information Ethics). Since 
2021, the Department has been com-
plemented by a chair in Science Stud-
ies. The IBI researches and develops 
information infrastructures and con-
ducts applied research with partner 
organisations.

WEBSITE
https://www.ibi.hu-berlin.de/en

The Department published 
the classification for 

interdisciplinary research 
fields in the Research Core 

Data Set.

381 T€2.5

146
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https://www.ibi.hu-berlin.de/en


DEPARTMENT PROFILES

The Faculty’s departments conduct research in 
the fields of literature, cultural studies and the 
humanities, (art) history, linguistic (including 
multilingual) knowledge, linguistic diversity 
and language development, digital methods and 
specialised didactics. The Collaborative Research 
Centre “Register” researches situational and func-
tional language variability and promotes junior 
researchers in an integrated graduate school. The 
DFG Research Training Group “The Literary and 
Epistemic History of Small Forms” allows ear-
ly-career researchers to carry out research in the 
field of small forms of writing. The Franco-Ger-
man doctoral programme (HU Berlin – Univ. 
Paris 3) conducts research on “Literature and 
Knowledge, 16th–21st Centuries”. Faculty mem-
bers are involved in leading roles in clusters of 
excellence such as “Temporal Communities” and 
“Matters of Activity”. Other focal points include 

didactic topics such as the classical languages at 
Berlin schools, second and multilingualism in 
English lessons and “Conceptual Thought” as a 
method. One subject area researched by sever-
al departments is the history of Jews, Yiddish, 
anti-Semitism, and the portrayal of Jews in 
literature. Another interdisciplinary complex is 
the cultural-scientific dimensions of medicine 
and its history, its cultural practices and identity 
constructions. The Faculty’s diverse research ac-
tivities are also manifested in a number of other 
projects in the areas of identity, bias research, the 
body, migration and cultural transfer as well as 
global linguistic knowledge; in literary theory, the 
history of genres, knowledge and science, gender 
studies, popular culture, media history, children’s 
and youth literature, neighbourhood language, 
“conversational brains”, religious concepts or the 
nodes of Old Norse research paradigms.

1 Department of German Literature

2 Department of German Studies and Linguistics

3 Department of Northern European Studies

4 Department of Romance Studies

5 Department of English and American Studies

6 Department of Slavic and Hungarian Studies

7 Department of Classical Philology7
Faculty of Language, 
Literature and  
Humanities
DEAN 2021–2022: Prof. Dr. Stefan Kipf
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DEPARTMENT PROFILES

Research highlights 2021–2022
 DFG project “What Matters? Key Passages in Literary Works”
 DFG project “Research Platform Literary Field GDR: Authors,  
Works, Networks”
 Completion of the Thyssen project “The Mosse-Women: Key Patterns in 
Four German-Jewish Lives in Search of Recognition, Professional Achieve-
ment and Personal Emancipation”
 Participation in the DFG research group FOR 5022: “Medicine and the 
Temporal Structure of the Good Life”
 Completion of the work of the Thematic Network (DAAD) “Literature 
– Knowledge – Media” (2015–2022)

Main research topics
The Department’s research is long-term oriented towards literary and cultural 
studies. An important role, linking several professorships, is held in particular 
by topics such as the relationships between literature and media (for exam-
ple, in the project “Cultural and Media History of the Groschenheft” as well 
as in the area of children’s and youth literature), literature and knowledge, as 
well as the relationships between literature and the history of science in the 
humanities. Three of the Department’s research groups possess and work on 
important source material by Christa and Gerhard Wolf, Heiner Müller and the 
Brothers Grimm. A particular focus during this period was also on the history 
and theory of genres and forms, for example as part of the work of the DFG 
Research Training Group “Small Forms” (since 2017).

Faculty of Language, Literature and Humanities

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Becker, M., Benner, J., & Wassiltschenko, J. (Eds.). (2022). Jugend bewegt Literatur: Lisa 
Tetzner, Kurt Kläber und die Literatur der Jugendbewegung. J.B. Metzler.  
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-662-63526-1

2 Jürjens, K., & Vedder, U. (Eds.). (2022). Kataloge: Medien und Schreibweisen des 
Verzeichnens [Themenheft]. Zeitschrift für Germanistik, 32(1).

3 Kraß, A. (2022). Die Anfänge der deutschen Literatur: Eine Einführung. J.B. Metzler. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-662-64153-8

4 Kraß, A., Sluḥovsḳi, M., & Yonay, Y. P. (Eds.). (2022). Queer Jewish Lives Between Cen-
tral Europe and Mandatory Palestine: Biographies and Geographies. Transcript.

5 Martus, S., & Spoerhase, C. (2022). Geistesarbeit: Eine Praxeologie der Geisteswissen-
schaften. Suhrkamp.

6 Vogl, J. (2021). Kapital und Ressentiment: Eine kurze Theorie der Gegenwart. C.H. Beck.
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HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Michael Kämper-van  
den Boogaart

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
With its eleven full professorships, 
one junior professorship and seven-
teen positions for research assistants 
(seven of which are permanent), the 
Department combines the fields of 
German Medieval Studies, Modern 
German Literature, Didactics and 
Comparative Literature, which are 
traditionally located in separate de-
partments. On the one hand, the 
work unfolds along a continuous 
historical axis; on the other hand, 
the professorships – according to 
their denominations – set systematic 
accents beyond the field of philology 
and literary history, especially in the 
areas of media and cultural studies, 
gender theory, literature in the system 
of the arts, literary theory, children’s 
and youth literature and comparative 
literature.

WEBSITE
https://www.literatur. 
hu-berlin.de/de

Three research groups 
work on important source 

material by Christa and 
Gerhard Wolf, Heiner Müller 

and the Brothers Grimm.

232 T€10.75

3210

Department of  
German Literature
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https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-662-63526-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-662-64153-8
https://www.literatur.hu-berlin.de/de
https://www.literatur.hu-berlin.de/de


Department of German 
Studies and Linguistics

Research highlights 2021–2022
In 2020, the Department of German Studies and Linguistics took the lead in 
securing funding for the CRC 1412 “Register”, which investigates situational 
and functional influences on linguistic behaviour. The Marie Skłodowska-Curie 
Innovative Training Network “Conversational Brains” deals with adaptation be-
tween interlocutors in dialogues. The DFG research group FOR 2537 “Emerg-
ing Grammars” focusses on linguistic dynamics, especially in language contact. 
The BUA project 511 “Labor Know-How as Shared Resources” is a cooperation 
between the IdSL, Charité, Department of Library and Information Science and 
the Department of Rehabilitation Sciences. The “Open Humboldt Freiräume” 
project “Berlin spricht!” developed an interactive digital language map “Lan-
guages of Berlin” (https://typlab.linguistik.hu-berlin.de/karte/) with visualis-
ations of important places for Berlin’s language communities. 

Main research topics
The research focuses on linguistic inquiries into German and typologically (un)
related languages from synchronic and diachronic perspectives, with a primary 
goal of understanding linguistic variation. The theoretical framework is closely 
aligned with empirical methods, including corpora, field studies, and language 
production analyses. Essential research infrastructure, like the faculty’s central 
laboratory, has been established, complemented by initiatives prioritizing 
research data management and digital methods.

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Fleischer, J.* (2022). Eastern Yiddish Relative Clauses in an Areal Perspective: An 
Analysis Based on the Language and Culture Atlas of Ashkenazic Jewry. Journal of 
Germanic Linguistics, 34(2), 209–240. 

2 Ito, A., & Knoeferle, P.* (2022). Analysing Data From the Psycholinguistic Visual-
World Paradigm: Comparison of Different Analysis Methods. Behavior Research 
Methods. 

3 Offrede, T., Fuchs, S., & Mooshammer, C.* (2021). Multi-Speaker Experimental 
Designs: Methodological Considerations. Language and Linguistics Compass, 15(12), 
e12443. 

4 Shadrova, A.*, Linscheid, P.*, Lukassek, J.*, Lüdeling, A.*, & Schneider, S.* (2021). 
A Challenge for Contrastive L1/L2 Corpus Studies: Large Inter- and Intra-Individual 
Variation Across Morphological, but Not Global Syntactic Categories in Task-Based 
Corpus Data of a Homogeneous L1 German Group. Frontiers in Psychology, 12, 716485. 

5 Skopeteas, S., Verhoeven, E.*, & Fanselow, G. (2022). Discontinuous Noun Phrases in 
Yucatec Maya. Journal of Linguistics, 58(3), 609–648. 

6 Wiese, H.*, Alexiadou, A.*, Allen, S., Bunk, O.*, Shadrova, A.*, et al. (2022). Heritage 
Speakers as Part of the Native Language Continuum. Frontiers in Psychology, 12, 
717973. 

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

HEADS OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Pia Knoeferle,  
Prof. Dr. Christine Mooshammer

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department of German Studies 
and Linguistics (IdSL) consists of 
ten divisions: General Linguistics, 
German in Multilingual Contexts, 
Didactics of the German Language/
German as a Second Language, 
Historical-Comparative Linguistics, 
Corpus Linguistics and Morphology, 
Phonetics and Phonology, Psycho-
linguistics, Semantics/Pragmatics, 
History of Language and Syntax. In 
addition, there are institutional links 
with the Leibniz Centre for General 
Linguistics (“S”-professorship).

WEBSITE
https://www.linguistik.hu-berlin.de/
en/standardseite-en

The “Berlin spricht!” 
project dealt with 
the development 
of an interactive 

digital language map 
“Languages of Berlin”.

270 T€7.53

363
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Faculty of Language, Literature and Humanities
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https://www.linguistik.hu-berlin.de/en/standardseite-en
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Research highlights 2021–2022
In 2021, the Chair of Literary Studies launched the podcast “nordlitt. Skandina-
vistische Literaturforschung im Gespräch”. In 2021, the Chair of Cultural Stud-
ies completed the long-term research and publication project “Das Baltikum. 
Geschichte einer europäischen Region”. In the same year, a research project on 
German-Finnish relations was started. The Chair of Linguistics continued its 
research project “Register Emergence and Register Change in Germanic” in the 
CRC 1412 “Register” in cooperation with Prof. Karin Donhauser and Prof. Lars 
Zeige (Department of German Studies and Linguistics). In the winter semester 
2021/22 and summer semester 2022, the Chair of Medieval Studies received 
the Award for Excellence in Teaching by the Faculty of Language, Literature 
and Humanities for the project “Verfemte feministische Forschung sichtbar 
machen”. The Norwegian Henrik Steffens Visiting Professorship was dedicated 
to German-Scandinavian book and library history.

Main research topics
Since 2018, researchers at the Department of Northern European Studies 
have been researching the holdings of the “Princess Library” deposited in the 
Berlin State Library as an example of around 300 years of German-Swedish 
and pan-European cultural transfer. The interdisciplinary research project is 
being carried out in collaboration with German, Swedish, Dutch and French 
researchers. The aim is to shed light on different aspects of the library’s current 
book collection, history, and cultural significance. 

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Brüggemann, K., Henning, D., & Tuchtenhagen, R. (2021). Das Baltikum. Geschichte 
einer europäischen Region. Band 2: Vom Beginn der Frühen Neuzeit bis zur Gründung der 
modernen Staaten. Hiersemann.

2 Federhofer, M.-T., & Linke, D. (Eds.). (2021). Changing Concepts of Nature in Con-
temporary Scandinavian Literature and Photography [Special Issue]. NORDEUROPA-
forum. https://doi.org/10.18452/23920

3 Federhofer, M.-T., & Meyer, S. (Eds.). (2021). Mit dem Buch in der Hand: Beiträge 
zur deutsch-skandinavischen Buch- und Bibliotheksgeschichte / A Book in Hand: Ger-
man-Scandinavian Book and Library History. Nordeuropa-Institut der Humboldt-Uni-
versität zu Berlin.

4 Räthel, C. (Ed.). (2021). Den Ädelmodiga Abbedissan eller De åter förenade Emigrant-
erne. Af Emelie Pettersson / Die edelmütige Äbtissin oder Die wieder vereinten Emigrant-
en. Von Emelie Pettersson. Nordeuropa-Institut der Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin.

5 Rösli, L., & Gropper, S. (Eds.). (2021). In Search of the Culprit: Aspects of Medieval 
Authorship. De Gruyter. https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110725339

6 Tuchtenhagen, R. (Ed.). (2021). Den Norden im Blick. Beiträge zu einer Fachgeschichte 
der Nordistik. Nordeuropa-Institut der Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin.

HEADS OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Stefanie von  
Schnurbein,  
Prof. Dr. Ralph Tuchtenhagen

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
Departments/Professorships:

Scandinavian Studies/Newer Scandi-
navian Literatures: Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. 
Stefanie von Schnurbein, one staff 
position (2/3)

Scandinavian Studies/Cultural Stud-
ies: Prof. Dr. Ralph Tuchtenhagen, 
one staff position (2/3)

Scandinavian Studies/Linguistics: 
Prof. Dr. Muriel Norde, one staff po-
sition (2/3)

Scandinavian Studies/Medieval Stud-
ies: Prof. Dr. Lukas Rösli, one staff 
position (2/3)

Norwegian Visiting Professorship 
(Henrik Steffens Professorship): Prof. 
Dr. Marie-Theres Federhofer (Univer-
sity of Tromsø)

WEBSITE
https://www.ni.hu-berlin.de/de

The completion of the 
long-term research and 
publication project  “Das 

Baltikum. Geschichte einer 
europäischen Region” was 

achieved.

143 T€3

12–
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Department of Northern 
European Studies

Faculty of Language, Literature and Humanities
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https://doi.org/10.18452/23920
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110725339
https://www.ni.hu-berlin.de/de


Research highlights 2021–2022
In addition to continuing the research projects of 2019–2020 (such as the 
Research Training Group module in CRC 1412 “Register”, the publication of 
the volumes of the “Nouvel Atlas Linguistique de la Corse” and the European 
platform for the thought and work of Simone Weil, in which various mem-
bers of the Department are involved) and the cooperation with the cultural 
departments of the Romance-speaking countries, the increasing internation-
alisation of the Department of Romance Studies was reflected in new projects 
in the period 2021–2022. Iberoromania and Latin America in particular were 
taken into account: From joint seed funding with the University of Zurich on 
possessive nominal constructions in Andalusian and Canarian Spanish to a 
senior fellowship at the Maria Sibylla Merian Centre Conviviality-Inequality 
in Latin America in São Paulo for the research project “Interspecific Convivi-
alities: Street Dogs in Latin America”. At the end of 2022, the Franco-German 
Research Training Group “Literature and Knowledge, 16th–21st Centuries” (HU 
Berlin – Univ. Paris 3) was launched.

Main research topics
Literary Studies is firmly oriented towards cultural studies and interacts with 
disciplines such as geography, sociology, psychology, philosophy, among others; 
Linguistics is characterised above all by its consideration of the structural and 
socio-historical factors of language change as well as dialectal and communica-
tive variation; Didactics, which is already configured as multilingual, is con-
stantly confronted with transculturality and inclusion. These perspectives are 
closely intertwined and collectively attest to the interdisciplinarity of Romance 
Studies at Humboldt-Universität. 

Faculty of Language, Literature and Humanities

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Bengert, M., Dünne, J., Walther, M., & Löser, R. (Eds.). (2021). Zukunft, gefaltet.  
Choreographien des Als-Ob. Nocturne.

2 Bonilla, J. E., & Bejarano Bejarano, D. E. (2022). Representación de la distribución 
diatópica de algunos procesos fonológicos del español de Colombia según el ALEC. 
Literatura y Lingüística, 45, 299–332. https://doi.org/10.29344/0717621X.45.2824

3 Bouzouita, M., Enghels, R., & Vanderschueren, C. (Eds.). (2021). Convergence and 
Divergence in Ibero-Romance Across Contact Situations and Beyond. De Gruyter.  
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110736250

4 Detges, U., Waltereit, R., Winter-Froemel, E., & Wolfsgruber, A. C. (2021).  
Whither Reanalysis? [Special Issue]. Journal of Historical Syntax, 5.  
https://historicalsyntax.org/hs/index.php/hs/issue/view/40

5 Döll, C., Hundt, C., & Reimann, D. (Eds.). (2022). Pluricentrismo e heterogeneidade – O 
Ensino do Português como Língua de Herança, Língua de Contato e Língua Estrangeira. 
Narr. https://www.narr.de/pluricentrismo-e-heterogeneidade-18487/

6 Guthmüller, M. (2021). Jenseits von Freud? Der Traum in der italienischen Moderne: Luigi 
Capuana, Federigo Tozzi, Italo Svevo. Harrassowitz.

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

HEADS OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Jörg Dünne,  
Prof. Dr. Lorenzo Filipponio

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
Thanks to its symmetrical structure, 
consisting of seven professorships 
(three in Literary Studies, three in 
Linguistics and one in Didactics), and 
the wide range of courses offered in 
Language Practice, the Department 
covers all Romance languages, liter-
atures and cultures. The members of 
the Department cooperate with uni-
versities and research centres from 
all over Europe, North and South 
America and Africa. Further links 
have been established through the 
junior professorship for Romance 
languages and religions and gender 
studies, which was set up as part of 
the women’s promotion programme. 

WEBSITE
https://www.romanistik. 
hu-berlin.de/en/en

A Franco-German Research 
Training Group “Literature 
and Knowledge, 16th–21st 
Centuries” was initiated 
and funded from 2023.

55 T€5.77

13–
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Department of  
Romance Studies
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https://doi.org/10.29344/0717621X.45.2824
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110736250
https://historicalsyntax.org/hs/index.php/hs/issue/view/40
https://www.narr.de/pluricentrismo-e-heterogeneidade-18487/
https://www.romanistik.hu-berlin.de/en/en
https://www.romanistik.hu-berlin.de/en/en
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Research highlights 2021–2022
In the field of literary and cultural studies research, the ERC Consolidator 
Grant “Tales of the Diasporic Ordinary. Aesthetics, Affects, Archives (TODO)”, 
the binational project “Queer Theory in Transit: Reception, Translation, and 
Production of Queer Theory in Polish and German Contexts (QUEERIT)” and 
the “8th Weight Stigma Conference” in July 2022 put new emphasis on postco-
lonial studies, queer and gender theory and fat studies. Funded by the Friedrich 
Ebert Foundation and the Berlin Senate Department for Education, Youth and 
Family, the English didactics division is launching a three-year transfer and 
school development project “Join the Debate” with the participation of seventy 
teachers. All professors in English linguistics continue their research within 
the CRC 1412 “Register”.

Main research topics
Research in literary and cultural studies focuses on the one hand on cultural 
practices and discursive configurations of the self, on exchange processes 
between literature and historical forms of knowledge as well as transnation-
al diasporic literature and art, and on the other hand on theory formation in 
queer, trans and gender studies as well as critical whiteness and intersection-
ality research. Linguistic research covers syntax, semantics and pragmatics in 
theoretical as well as computational linguistics, experimental pragmatics and 
topics in empirical English linguistics. The main topics of didactic research are 
multilingualism in English teaching, racism-critical foreign language research 
and approaches to professonalisation in teacher training.

Faculty of Language, Literature and Humanities

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Beers, D., Graaff, K., & Klepper, M. (Eds.). (2023). Self-Help and Ability.  
Königshausen & Neumann.

2 Bergmann, A., Breidbach, S., & Küster, L. (2021). Professionalisierung in biografischer 
Perspektive. Gedanken zu einer reflektierten Fachlichkeit in der universitären Fremd-
sprachenlehrer*innenbildung. In A. Grünewald, S. Noack-Ziegler, M. G. Tassinari, 
& K. Wieland (Eds.), Fremdsprachendidaktik als Wissenschaft und Ausbildungsdisziplin: 
Festschrift für Daniela Caspari (pp. 127–140). Narr.

3 Egg, M., & Das, D. (2022). Signalling Conditional Relations. Linguistics Vanguard, 
8(s4), 383–392. 

4 Haschemi Yekani, E. (2021). Familial Feeling: Entangled Tonalities in Early Black Atlantic 
Writing and the Rise of the British Novel. Palgrave Macmillan. 

5 Herrmann, A., Kim, T. J., Kindinger, E., Mackert, N., Rose, L., Schorb, F., Tolasch, E., & 
Villa, P.-I. (Eds.). (2022). Fat Studies: Ein Glossar. transcript.

6 Liu, M., Rotter, S., & Giannakidou, A. (2021). Bias and Modality in Conditionals:  
Experimental Evidence and Theoretical Implications. Journal of Psycholinguistic  
Research, 50(6), 1369–1399. 

HEADS OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Artemis Alexiadou,  
Prof. Dr. Elahe Haschemi Yekani, 
Prof. Dr. Helga Schwalm

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department of English and 
American Studies is supported by 
nine professorships and four junior 
professorships. They represent the 
four areas of English and Ameri-
can Literary and Cultural Studies, 
Linguistics and English Didactics. 
The Englisch and American Studies 
section conducts cross-faculty and 
university-wide work in the fields of 
gender, transfer of knowledge and 
intersectionality. In the “Zentralla-
bor” laboratory for language experi-
ments, the Linguistics section spans 
all relevant departments and works 
together closely with the Leibniz Cen-
tre for General Linguistics (ZAS). The 
section of English didactics is linked 
to the Professional School of Educa-
tion and cooperates with the Centre 
for Educational Research.

WEBSITE
https://www.angl.hu-berlin.de/

Elahe Haschemi Yekani 
received an ERC Consoli-

dator Grant for her project 
“TODO”.

149 T€8.79

192
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https://www.angl.hu-berlin.de/


DEPARTMENT PROFILES

Department of Slavic  
and Hungarian Studies

Research highlights 2021–2022
 Collaborative projects: EXC 2020: “(Post-)Soviet Literary Cosmopolis” 
(Frank); DFG-FOR “RUEG”: “Dynamics of Verbal Aspect and (Pro)nominal 
Reference in Language Contact” (Szucsich/Gagarina/Alexiadou); CRC 1412 
“Register”: “‘Expressive’ Dislocation and Register in Czech & Russian” 
(Meyer/Szucsich)
 Individual projects: “Migration and Cultural Transfer between Germany and 
the Albanian Western Balkans” (Voß, BMBF); 3 x DFG Temporary position 
(Belarusian Literature – Ananka; Eastern Europ. Animation – Rogoff; 
Migration and Cultural Transfer Germany/Albanian Western Balkans 
– Jusufi); “Modelling the Question-Statement Opposition in Slavic Languag-
es (QueSlav)” (Meyer, Šimík/Prague, DFG/GAČR), “The History of Pro-
nouns in the Languages of Northern Europe” (Meyer, Willis/Oxford, DFG/
AHRC)

Main research topics
 Transregional perspectives: Soviet and world literature in cultural history 
(imperial history) (ELC); Underground in Central/Eastern Europe [CEE] (ELC, 
WLC), Nation Building in CEE and the Western Balkans (ELC, WLC, SL)
 Multilingualism & Migration: Transnational & translingual literature (ELC, 
WLC, HL); Migration, Diaspora, Multiculturalism (SL); Grammatical 
innovations (EL, WL); Languages of origin (DR, EL, WL, SL)
 Language system: Grammar, Pragmatics & Intonation (WL); Register & Syntax 
(EL, WL); Sentence linkages (EL); Teaching materials and competences in the 
teaching profession (DR); Linguistic mediality (HL)
 Digital Humanities and Corpus Linguistics (DR, ELC, EL, WL, SL) 

Faculty of Language, Literature and Humanities

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Bergmann, A., & Brüggemann, N. (Eds.). (2021). Herkunftssprache Russisch in 
Deutschland. Zu linguistischen Grundlagen und didaktischen Perspektiven des Unterricht-
ens. Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin. 

2 Frank, S. K. (2021). ‚Multinationale Sowjetliteratur‘ und ihre Agenten auf dem Buch-
markt zwischen Ost und West: Der Fall Ajtmatov. In J. Müller-Tamm (Ed.), Berliner 
Weltliteraturen (pp. 285–312). De Gruyter. 

3 Haider, H., & Szucsich, L. (2022). Slavic Languages – “SVO” Languages Without SVO 
Qualities? Theoretical Linguistics, 48(1–2), 1–39. 

4 Kliems, A. (2021). Underground Modernity: Urban Poetics in East-Central Europe,  
Pre- and Post-1989 (J. Schneider, Trans.). Central European University Press.

5 Mujadžević, D., & Voß, C. (2021). Sub-Yugoslav Identity Building in the Enciklopedija 
Jugoslavije (1955–1990): The Case of the Albanian Question. Comparative Southeast 
European Studies, 69(2–3), 375–397. 

6 Tikhonov, A. (2022). Sprachen der Exilgemeinde in Rixdorf (Berlin): Autorenidentifikation 
und linguistische Merkmale anhand von tschechischen Manuskripten aus dem 18./19. 
Jahrhundert. Universitätsverlag Winter.

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Roland Meyer

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
Sections:

East Slavic Literatures and Cultures 
(ELC), Prof. Dr. Susanne Frank

West Slavic Literatures and Cultures 
(WLC), Prof. Dr. Alfrun Kliems

Junior professorship West Slavic 
Literatures and Cultures, vacant, 
represented by Dr. Manuel Ghilar-
ducci until 31 March 2023

Hungarian Literature and Culture 
(HL), Prof. Dr. Csongor Lőrincz 
South Slavic Languages and Cul-
tures (SL), Prof. Dr. Christian Voß

East Slavic Languages (EL),  
Prof. Dr. Luka Szucsich

West Slavic Languages (WL),  
Prof. Dr. Roland Meyer

Didactics of Russian (DR),  
Prof. Dr. Anka Bergmann 

WEBSITE
https://www.slawistik.hu-berlin.de/
en/home

Roland Meyer and Luka 
Szucsich contributed with 
their expertise to the DFG 

Collaborative Research 
Centre “Register”.

101 T€7

221
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Department of  
Classical Philology

Research highlights 2021–2022
The appointment of Lisa Cordes in 2019 has strengthened the Department’s 
competence in cultural studies and literary theory. Her Feodor Lynen Scholar-
ship for a one-year stay in Cambridge, which she was able to take up in 2021/22, 
demonstrates the external recognition. Prof. Dr. Caroline Petit (University of 
Warwick) came to the Department as a Friedrich Wilhelm Bessel Award winner 
of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation with a highly prestigious grant. 
Dr. Anna Izdebska is a Freigeist Fellow of the Volkswagen Foundation with the 
project “Visions of the History of Greek Philosophy in Late Antiquity and in 
the Greek and Arabic Middle Ages”. Prof. Dr. Bettina Reitz-Joosse (Groningen) 
came as an AvH fellow in September 2022 with her project on battlefield pal-
impsests in Roman literature.

Main research topics
The common interest is the history, theory and transmission of knowledge of 
ancient literature, culture and science, as well as their post-ancient reception 
and transformation. This is particularly evident in the treatment of Greek 
scientific literature, Hellenistic poetry, classical and late ancient Latin literature, 
the history of ancient medicine, the history of ancient language teaching and 
the search for language-sensitive Latin teaching as well as Digital Classics. Oth-
er important activities include involvement in university politics (Dean’s Office, 
Academic Senate) and professional politics (“Deutscher Altphilologenver-
band”), as well as involvement in academic associations (“Berliner Antike-Kol-
leg”, Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities).

Faculty of Language, Literature and Humanities

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Cordes, L., & Fuhrer, T. (Eds.). (2022). The Gendered ‘I’ in Ancient Literature:  
Modelling Gender in First-Person Discourse. De Gruyter.  
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110795257

2 Gäbel, R. (2022). Aetius of Amida on Diseases of the Brain: Translation and Commentary 
of >Libri medicinales< 6.1–10 with Introduction. De Gruyter.  
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110795127

3 Heinrich, A. (2022). Studien zu Hippokrates, De internis affectionibus  
[Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin]. http://dx.doi.org/10.18452/25093

4 Jesper, U., Kipf, S., & Riecke-Baulecke, T. (Eds.). (2021). Basiswissen Lehrerbildung: 
Latein unterrichten. Klett, Kallmeyer.

5 Schmitzer, U. (2022). Die Modernisierung der Antike. Bildungsdebatten der Reforma-
tionszeit und die Frage nach dem Griechischunterricht. Gymnasium, 129, 265–285.

6 van der Eijk, P., Ganten, D., & Marek, R. (Eds.). (2021). Was ist Gesundheit?:  
Interdisziplinäre Perspektiven aus Medizin, Geschichte und Kultur. De Gruyter.  
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110713336

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Ulrich Schmitzer

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Department consists of four 
divisions with five professorships: 
Latin Studies (C4/W3 and W1: U. 
Schmitzer, L. Cordes), Greek Studies 
(W3: M. Asper), Didactics of Ancient 
Languages (W2: S. Kipf), Classics 
and History of Science (W3, former 
AvH professorship: Ph. van der Eijk). 
The library was transferred to the “Ja-
cob-und-Wilhelm-Grimm-Zentrum” 
in 2009, while the specialised didac-
tic collection has remained at the 
Department. In addition, the Calder 
Library in the history of science has 
been donated and is under the De-
partment’s own administration. The 
Department houses marble busts 
and paintings of important profes-
sors of the 19th and 20th centuries. 

WEBSITE
https://www.klassphil.hu-berlin.de/
en/department-of-classics

Anna Izdebska received a 
Freigeist Fellowship from 

the Volkswagen Foundation 
for her research project on 

Greek philosophy.

92 T€4.01

103
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https://www.narr.de/pluricentrismo-e-heterogeneidade-18487/
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110795127
http://dx.doi.org/10.18452/25093
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110713336
https://www.klassphil.hu-berlin.de/en/department-of-classics
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DEPARTMENT PROFILES

1 Faculty of Economics and  
Business Administration

2 Faculty of Law

3 Faculty of Theology

4 Central Institute for Catholic Theology

5 Central Institute Berlin Institute  
for Islamic Theology

6 Central Institute Professional  
School of Education

7 Central Institute Centre for British Studies

8  Central Institute Hermann von Helmholtz- 
Zentrum für Kulturtechnik

8

Mono-Faculties &  
Central Institutes



Research highlights 2021–2022
 Acquisition of the research group FOR 5363 “Fusing Deep Learning and 
Statistics towards Understanding Structured Biomedical Data (DeSBi)” (AI 
funding initiative of the DFG; with Hasso Plattner Institute, Universität 
Potsdam, Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin)
 European Winter Meeting of the Econometric Society: most important 
European conference for early-career researchers in economics in December 
2022 at the Faculty
 Funding for “Economic Insights: Transfer and Capacity Building” by the 
Leibniz Association: programme for effective and professional science 
communication with the participation of the Faculty
 Establishment of the ROCKWOOL Foundation Berlin Institute for the 
Economy and the Future of Work under the leadership of Alexandra 
Spitz-Oener (deputy director of the institute and professor of applied 
microeconomics at the Faculty), among others

Main research topics
The research profile of the Faculty includes the classic core areas of business 
administration and economics as well as quantitative methods from the fields 
of econometrics, statistics and data science. The profile is complemented by 
research foci on, for example, the effects of transparency on economic process-
es, the deviation of rational decision-making behaviour in economic processes, 
mechanisms of new types of financing, economic principles of digitalised mar-
kets and behavioural economic implications for explaining current economic 
processes, such as sustainability, as well as empirical research projects on 
labour markets and migration issues.

Faculty of Economics and Business Administration
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DEPARTMENT PROFILES

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Altmann, S., Grunewald, A., & Radbruch, J.* (2022). Interventions and Cognitive 
Spillovers. The Review of Economic Studies, 89(5), 2293–2328.  
https://doi.org/10.1093/restud/rdab087

2 Breitmoser, Y., & Schweighofer-Kodritsch, S.* (2022). Obviousness Around the Clock. 
Experimental Economics, 25(2), 483–513. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10683-021-09720-z

3 Cascino, S., Clatworthy, M. A., García Osma, B., Gassen, J.*, & Imam, S. (2021). 
The Usefulness of Financial Accounting Information: Evidence from the Field. The 
Accounting Review, 96(6), 73–102. https://doi.org/10.2308/TAR-2019-1030

4 Celik, G., Shin, D., & Strausz, R.* (2021). Public Good Overprovision by a Manipula-
tive Provider. The RAND Journal of Economics, 52(2), 314–333.  
https://doi.org/10.1111/1756-2171.12370

5 Chernozhukov, V., Karl Härdle, W.*, Huang, C., & Wang, W. (2021). LASSO-Driven 
Inference in Time and Space. The Annals of Statistics, 49(3).  
https://doi.org/10.1214/20-AOS2019

6 Dur, R., Kvaløy, O., & Schöttner, A.* (2022). Leadership Styles and Labor Market  
Conditions. Management Science, 68(4), 3150–3168.  
https://doi.org/10.1287/mnsc.2021.4017

DEAN 2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Daniel Klapper

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
•  22 “W3”-professorships (11 of 

which in business administration 
and 11 in economics)

•  6 “W1”-professorships (3 of which 
are tenure-track)

•  2 “S”-professorships (with DIW 
Berlin) and one endowed profes-
sorship (Hertie Foundation)

Due to the close networking with six 
economic research institutions in 
Berlin and Potsdam within the frame-
work of the Berlin School of Econom-
ics (BSE), due to numerous national 
and international cooperations and 
due to the establishment of depart-
mental structures, the Faculty is 
able to operate on an internationally 
competitive level in research and the 
promotion of early-career academics. 

WEBSITE
https://www.wiwi.hu-berlin.de/ 
en/mainpage

The DFG approved 
the new AI research 
group “DeSBi” led by 
spokesperson Sonja 

Greven. 

172 T€21.3
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https://doi.org/10.1093/restud/rdab087
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10683-021-09720-z
https://doi.org/10.2308/TAR-2019-1030
https://doi.org/10.1111/1756-2171.12370
https://doi.org/10.1214/20-AOS2019
https://doi.org/10.1287/mnsc.2021.4017
https://www.wiwi.hu-berlin.de/en/mainpage
https://www.wiwi.hu-berlin.de/en/mainpage


Research highlights 2021–2022
In 2021/22, despite the ongoing restrictions resultig from the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Faculty continued to advance major projects. Notably, the Faculty 
advanced the development of the DFG Research Training Group 2483 “Dy-
namic Integration – Law in-between Harmonisation and Plurality in Europe 
(DynamInt)”, which is currently the only DFG-RTG with a legal focus. In 
collaboration with the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, the IRI Law 
& Society and the DFG research group KFOR 2235 “The International Rule of 
Law – Rise or Decline?” were also further developed. Building on the Europe-
an Law School, the EU-funded research projects EUlysses and Theseus (with 
Athens) were driven forward with its partner institutions in other EU countries. 
The Faculty was also involved in the establishment of an Interdisciplinary Cen-
tre for Digitalisation at Campus Mitte. Luis Greco was recognized with the 2021 
Prize from the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities for 
exceptional contributions to the fundamentals of law and economics.

Main research topics
Since 2004, the Faculty of Law has consistently dedicated itself to three main 
profiles, which have guided both the appointment policy and the research 
projects ever since: Internationality, Interdisciplinarity and Practical Relevance. 
Currently, almost all professorships at the Faculty have international connec-
tions, which are reflected in the network of the European Law School, for ex-
ample, and are also involved in basic subjects such as history of law, philosophy 
of law, sociology of law, legal theory, comparative law, economic analysis of law 
or law and religion.

Faculty of Law

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Fleckner, A. (2022). Ac prius de hereditatibus dispiciamus. In N. Jansen & S. Meier 
(Eds.), Iurium itinera: Historische Rechtsvergleichung und vergleichende Rechtsgeschichte 
– Historical Comparative Law and Comparative Legal History: Reinhard Zimmermann 
zum 70. Geburtstag am 10. Oktober 2022 (pp. 921–945). Mohr Siebeck.  
https://doi.org/10.1628/978-3-16-161487-3

2 Greco, L. (2022). Der Anteil der Gesellschaft. Eine Theorie des rechtfertigenden Not-
stands. Zeitschrift für die gesamte Strafrechtswissenschaft, 134(1), 1–96.  
https://doi.org/10.1515/zstw-2022-0001

3 Möllers, C. (2021). Freiheitsgrade: Elemente einer liberalen politischen Mechanik  
(4th ed.). Suhrkamp.

4 Rühl, G., & Knauer, C. (2022). Zivilrechtlicher Menschenrechtsschutz? Das  
deutsche Lieferkettengesetz und die Hoffnung auf den europäischen Gesetzgeber.  
JuristenZeitung, 77(3), 105–114. https://doi.org/10.1628/jz-2022-0056

5 Wagner, G., Eifert, M., Metzger, A., & Schweitzer, H. (2021). Taming the Giants: The 
DMA/DSA Package. Common Market Law Review, 58(4), 987–1028.  
https://doi.org/10.54648/COLA2021065

6 Waldhoff, C. (2021). Sakrales Recht wird weltliches Recht. Die Rezeption religiöser 
Rechte im säkularen Staat. In T. Lobinger & E. Reimer (Eds.), Religiöses Recht.  
Einflüsse, Entwicklungslinien und Erkenntnisquellen (pp. 27–38). Jedermann-Verlag.

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

DEANS 2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Dr. Stefan Grundmann, 
Prof. Dr. Axel Metzger

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Faculty of Law builds on the 
three traditionally important aca-
demic pillars for law and legal stud-
ies – civil law, public law and criminal 
law. In addition to the examination 
programme and the European Law 
School, it offers several master’s pro-
grammes for international students. 
Approximately sixty doctorates and 
2–3 habilitations are completed an-
nually. The Berlin Studies in Jewish 
Law, which have been in existence 
for over twenty years, are a Europe-
an-wide speciality.

WEBSITE
https://www.rewi.hu-berlin.de/ 
en/index.html

With “DynamInt”, the 
Faculty possesses a 

nationally unique DFG 
Research Training Group 

with a legal focus.

201 T€19.67

6447
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https://doi.org/10.54648/COLA2021065
https://www.rewi.hu-berlin.de/en/index.html
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Research highlights 2021–2022
In 2021, Prof. Dr. Dr. Bernd U. Schipper received an ERC Advanced Grant on 
the topic “From Texts to Literature: Demotic Egyptian Papyri and the Forma-
tion of the Hebrew Bible (DEMBIB)”. The newly acquired International Re-
search Training Group “Transformative Religion. Religion as Situated Knowl-
edge in Processes of Social Transformation” was able to start in 2022 together 
with the Universities of Stellenbosch, Western Cape and Inyuvesi Yakwa-Zu-
lu-Natali under the direction of Prof. Dr. Torsten Meireis. In 2022, Prof. Dr. 
Dr. h.c. mult. Hans Joas received the German Sociological Association’s prize 
for an outstanding academic lifetime achievement and an honorary doctorate 
from Péter Pázmány University in Budapest. The Interdisciplinary Centre 
“Traditions in Transformations”, which was applied for jointly with the Berlin 
Institute for Islamic Theology and the Institute for Catholic Theology, was also 
approved in 2022.

Main research topics
Research at the Faculty of Theology is based on three pillars: a traditional 
strength in source editions – the foundation of all historical work; global inter-
national cooperation, with a focus on Southern Africa in addition to the West 
and Eastern Europe, but also with researchers in Asia and South America; and 
knowledge transfer, e.g. through the Berlin Institute for Public Theology. A 
traditional research focus is on the ancient world, including the Ancient Near 
East. As a second focal point, research on diversity in both past and present has 
been established.

Faculty of Theology

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Ben Johanan, K. (2022). Jacob’s Younger Brother:  
Christian-Jewish Relations After Vatican II. Belknap Press.

2 Conrad, R., Körting, C., & Zimmermann, C. (Eds.). (2022).  
Sprache – Macht – Religion: Interdisziplinäre Zugänge. De Gruyter.

3 Gerber, C. (2023). ‘Not Like the Gentiles Who Do Not Know God’ (1 Thess 4:5). The 
Function of Othering and Anti-Pagan Stereotypes of Sexual Wrongdoing in Early Jew-
ish and Christian Texts. In J. M. G. Barclay & K. Crabbe (Eds.), The Reception of Jewish 
Tradition in the Social Imagination of the Early Christians (pp. 63–86). T&T Clark.

4 Graumann, T. (2021). The Act of Early Church Councils: Production and Character.  
Oxford University Press.

5 Simojoki, H., Schweitzer, F., Henningsen, J., & Mautz, J. R. (2021). Professionalisierung 
des Religionslehrerberufs: Analysen im Schnittfeld von Lehrerbildung, Professionswissens 
und Professionspolitik. Brill / Schöningh.

6 Witte, M. (Ed.). (2021). Das Buch Hiob / übers. und erklärt von Markus Witte.  
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht.

DEANS 2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Markus Witte,  
Prof. Dr. Dr. Bernd U. Schipper

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Faculty consists of twelve pro-
fessorships since an endowed pro-
fessorship for Jewish-Christian rela-
tions was filled in spring 2020. The 
interplay of historically oriented (exe-
gesis of the Old Testament, New Tes-
tament, history of Christianity) and 
contemporary subjects (systematic 
theology, ethics, practical theology, 
intercultural theology and religious 
studies) characterises the Faculty. In 
this way, historically based contem-
porary orientation and future per-
spectives are imparted. Since 1960, 
the affiliated institute Church and Ju-
daism has been involved in research 
and knowledge transfer; other insti-
tutes were added later. 

WEBSITE
https://www.theologie. 
hu-berlin.de/de

Bernd U. Schipper received 
an ERC Advanced Grant for 

his project “DEMBIB”.

166 T€11.75
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Research highlights 2021–2022
For 2021, the conference “Rom in Berlin. 100 Jahre diplomatische Beziehun-
gen zwischen dem Heiligen Stuhl und Deutschland” is particularly notewor-
thy. It was organised by the IKT under the leadership of Prof. Dr. Günther 
Wassilowsky in cooperation with the Apostolic Nunciature in Berlin and took 
place in the presence of Federal Foreign Minister Heiko Maas and Cardinal 
Secretary of State Pietro Parolin. In the same year, Katharina Pyschny, Benedikt 
Schmidt and Teresa Schweighofer submitted an application for the research 
programme “Theological Anthropology in Plurality”. In March 2021, Prof. Dr. 
Teresa Schweighofer received the Roland Atefie Award of the Austrian Academy 
of Sciences for her dissertation. In January 2022, Prof. Dr. Felix Körner SJ was 
appointed Archbishop’s Representative for Islam and a member of the dioce-
san Commission for Interreligious Dialogue and its board. 

Main research topics
The Central Institute for Catholic Theology has established a new programme 
of “Theological Anthropology” as an interdisciplinary field of research that 
takes account of the diverse pluralities of modern lifeworlds and identities. Un-
der the title “Theological Anthropology in Plurality”, the concept was discussed 
with external academics and presented to a broader public at a symposium held 
in May 2022. In 2022, the IKT, together with the Berlin Institute for Islamic 
Theology (BIT) and the Faculty of (Protestant) Theology (TF) and in coopera-
tion with the School of Jewish Theology (Potsdam), successfully applied for the 
establishment of an Interdisciplinary Centre “Traditions in Transformations. 
Interdisciplinary Centre of Theologies for Research into Cultures of Symbol-
ism, Meaning and Knowledge of Religions”.

Central Institute for Catholic Theology

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Essen, G. (2021). Ortlos in der Demokratie der Weimarer Republik? Der Katholizis-
mus in der Zwischenkriegszeit. In M. Lerch & C. Stoll (Eds.), Gefährdete Moderne: 
Interdisziplinäre Perspektiven auf die katholische Reformtheologie der Zwischenkriegszeit 
(pp. 59–78). Herder.

2 Jäger, C. (2022). Falsche Autoritäten. In P. Schmechtig & R. Hauswald (Eds.),  
Wissensproduktion und Wissenstransfer unter erschwerten Bedingungen: Der Einfluss  
der Corona-Krise auf die Erzeugung und Vermittlung von Wissen im öffentlichen Diskurs 
(pp. 219–243). Karl Alber.

3 Körner, F., Kurnaz, S., & Neuwirth, A. (2022). Heilige Grenzen?  
Ausgeschlossen – aufgenommen. Herder.

4 Schmidt, B. (2022). Homo ethicus. Eine theologisch-ethische  
Grundsatzbestimmung aus christlicher Perspektive im interreligiösen  
Kontext. The Turn – Zeitschrift fuer islamische Philosophie, Theologie und  
Mystik, 4, 62–81. https://doi.org/10.53100/75345572523

5 Schüßler, M., & Schweighofer, T. (Eds.). (2022). Kirche als Netzwerk pastoraler  
Orte und Ereignisse: Empirische Erkundungen und theologische Perspektiven. Matthias 
Grünewald.

6 Wassilowsy, G. (Ed.). (2022). Rom in Berlin: 100 Jahre diplomatische Beziehungen zwis-
chen dem Heiligen Stuhl und Deutschland. Herder.

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

HEADS OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Georg Essen,  
Prof. Dr. Günther Wassilowsky

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
In the third academic year after its 
foundation, the Central Institute for 
Catholic Theology (IKT) consists of 
the five research departments of Bib-
lical Theology (junior professorship 
with tenure-track), Historical Theol-
ogy (“W3”-professorship), System-
atic Theology (“W3”-professorship), 
Theological Ethics (junior professor-
ship) and Practical Theology (junior 
professorship with tenure-track). In 
addition, the IKT was able to estab-
lish two endowed professorships, 
the Guardini Professorship for Phi-
losophy of Religion and Theological 
History of Ideas and, since 2022, the 
Nikolaus Cusanus Chair for Theology 
of Religions.

WEBSITE
https://www.katholische-theologie.
hu-berlin.de/de

The Institute organised 
the conference “Rome in 

Berlin” in cooperation with 
the Apostolic Nunciature 

in Berlin. 

171 T€2
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Research highlights 2021–2022
Several projects were completed at the BIT, the results of which were made 
available to the international research community in the form of international 
final conferences and publications. These include “Wege zu einer Ethik – Neue 
Ansätze aus Theologie und Recht zwischen modernen Herausforderungen 
und islamischer Tradition” and “Kanon und Zensur”. The “Linked Open Tafsīr” 
project contributed to making methods of Digital Humanities productive for 
Islamic theological studies. The interdisciplinary orientation of each of these 
projects promoted the networking of research at the BIT with the international 
research landscape while also promoting further academic penetration of the 
subject. Furthermore, Prof. Dr. Mira Sievers received the 2021 Young Talent 
Award of the Berlin Science Award (“Nachwuchspreis des Berliner Wissen-
schaftspreises”) from the Governing Mayor of Berlin.

Main research topics
The Berlin Institute for Islamic Theology takes an inter- and intradisciplinary 
approach to both historical and contemporary Islamic theology. The focus is on 
analysing the history of ideas, theological reflection, understanding and ques-
tioning pre-modern applied methods and the application of newer methods. 
Two junior research groups which are funded by the BMBF until the end of 
December 2023 are realising this interdisciplinarity with particular reference 
to religious practice. Another important area of ongoing research is Islamic 
religious education, which focuses on didactic approaches related to the visual 
arts, instrumental and vocal pedagogy as well as narrative ethics as a method of 
ethical learning. 

Central Institute Berlin Institute for Islamic Theology

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Ahrens, J., Alsoufi, R., & Sievers, M. (2022). Zwischen Leben und Tod: Medizinethische 
Beiträge aus Judentum und Islam. Matthias Grünewald.

2 Ehteshami, A. (2021). The Four Books of Shiʿi Hadith: From Inception  
to Consolidation. Islamic Law and Society, 29(3), 225–279.  
https://doi.org/10.1163/15685195-28040002

3 Gharaibeh, M. (2021). Intertextuality between History and Hadith Studies: The 
Mūqiẓa fī ʿilm muṣṭalaḥ al-ḥadīth in the Center of al-Dhahabī’s (d. 748/1348) work. 
In S. Conermann & T. Miura (Eds.), Studies on the History and Culture of the Mamluk 
Sultanate (1250–1517) (pp. 263–297). Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht.

4 Işık, T. (2022). Die tugendethische Kultivierung des Selbst: Impulse aus der islamischen 
Bildungstradition. Karl Alber.

5 Şeker, N. (2021). Überlieferungsbasierte Koranexegese in Diskursen geschlechtere-
galitärer islamischer Theologie: Die Ansätze von Fatima Mernissi, Amina Wadud und 
Asma Barlas. Frankfurter Zeitschrift für islamisch-theologische Studien, Special Issue 3, 
123–144.

6 Topkara, U. (2022). Miskawayh’s Tahd̲īb al-aḫlāq: Happiness, Justice and Friendship. 
Routledge.

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Serdar Kurnaz

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Berlin Institute for Islamic Theol-
ogy (BIT), which was inaugurated in 
June 2022, consists of six professor-
ships. Already since 2019, students 
have been able to take bachelor’s and 
master’s degree programmes and 
train to become religious education 
teachers, for example. The BIT has 
provided doctoral programmes (Dr. 
theol. and Dr. phil.) since 2021. The 
professors are affiliated with the Fac-
ulty of Law, the Faculty of Theology, 
the Faculty of Arts and Humanities 
and the Faculty of Humanities and 
Social Sciences through secondary 
memberships. Professors from these 
faculties are also secondary mem-
bers of the BIT. By establishing and 
expanding collaborations in Germany 
and abroad, the BIT is becoming in-
creasingly networked with the inter-
national research landscape. 

WEBSITE
https://www.islamische-theologie.
hu-berlin.de/en/biit

Mira Sievers received the 
Young Talent Award of the 
Berlin Science Award  from 

the Governing Mayor. 

407 T€2.78
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Research highlights 2021–2022
Prof. Beate Lütke heads the DFG-funded sub-project C05 “Development of 
Specialised Knowledge in Linguistics and Register Flexibility in Early Adult-
hood” (CRC 1412 “Register”). Internationally, Prof. Marcela Pozas conducted 
two projects in Mexico on inclusive teaching. The BMBF project “FDQI-HU-
MINT” (2019–2023) successfully expanded the research activities on inclusive 
(subject-specific) didactics and qualification for inclusion in teacher training 
programmes. The corresponding research results were published with high 
visibility.

Main research topics
The PSE conducts research into learning and teaching in schools – with a focus 
on (among other topics) linguistic heterogeneity and diversity – as well as the 
professionalisation of teachers. In the field of language education, research has 
focused on the acquisition of register flexibility in teacher training programmes 
and on corpus-based studies of students’ grammatical and orthographic expla-
nation skills. With regard to inclusion, national and international research was 
conducted on the effects of (internal) differentiation in the classroom and the 
perception of inclusive teaching. Based on the work initiated in 2020 on the 
(school) challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, the research foci were 
expanded to include digital skills for student teachers, the use of digital learn-
ing management systems, the flexibilisation of schools and teaching as well as 
the (digital) design of pedagogical relationships. 

Central Institute Professional School of Education

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Frohn, J. (2021). Troubled Schools in Troubled Times: How COVID-19 Affects Educa-
tional Inequalities and What Measures Can Be Taken. European Educational Research 
Journal, 20(5), 667–683. 

2 Kühnast, M., & Lütke, B. (2022). Fachsprachliche Kompetenzentwicklung bei Grund-
schullehramtsstudierenden – metasprachliches Wissen und Registerflexibilität. In K. 
Madlener-Charpentier & G. Pagonis (Eds.), Aufmerksamkeitslenkung und Bewusstma-
chung in der Sprachvermittlung: Kognitive und didaktische Perspektiven auf Deutsch  
als Erst-, Zweit- und Fremdsprache. Narr.

3 Letzel, V., & Pozas, M. (2022). Differenzierung im digital durchgeführten Distanzun-
terricht. Eine quantitative Studie zu Implementationshäufigkeit und Prädiktoren von 
inklusiven Unterrichtsmaßnahmen. Die deutsche Schule, 114(3), 263–279. 

4 Lütke, B. (2021). Sprachliche Bildung, Mehrsprachigkeit, Deutsch als Zweitsprache. 
In U. Bredel & H. Feilke (Eds.), Die Sprache in den Schulen – Eine Sprache im Werden: 
Dritter Bericht zur Lage der deutschen Sprache (pp. 301–324). ESV.

5 Pozas, M., Letzel, V., & Frohn, J. (2022). An Empirical Study Exploring Pre-Service 
Teachers’ Profiles and Their Prospective ICT Integration: Is It a Matter of Attitudes, 
Self-Efficacy, Self-Concept or Concerns? Journal of Computers in Education. 

6 Pozas, M., Letzel-Alt, V., & Schwab, S. (2023). The Effects of Differentiated Instruction 
on Teachers’ Stress and Job Satisfaction. Teaching and Teacher Education, 122, 103962. 

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Stephan Breidbach

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
As a central institute, the Professional 
School of Education (PSE) combines 
academic cross-sectional topics and 
common tasks in teacher education 
at Humboldt-Universität in teaching 
and research and represents the uni-
versity in the committees for teacher 
education of the Berlin Senate. Its 
main research areas include:

•  Language education – Prof. Dr. 
Beate Lütke

•  Inclusion and participation in 
the context of schools – Prof. Dr. 
Marcela Pozas

•  Design-based Research  
(currently vacant)

WEBSITE
https://pse.hu-berlin.de/ 
en/institute/institute

The PSE expanded its 
research foci to include 
digital skills for student 

teachers.

NOTE
According to the underlying data 
definition (AKL = Equipment, Cost, 
Performance Comparison), the PSE 
is not considered a teaching unit. As 
a result, full-time equivalents (BVZÄ) 
for professors are not collected.
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Research highlights 2021–2022
The highlights include the exhibition and book publication on “Happy in Ber-
lin? English Writers in the City, the 1920s and Beyond” realised in cooperation 
with the University of Oxford and, in addition to the aforementioned BBC sym-
posium, the final international conference on the above-mentioned research 
project on F.A. Mann. 

Main research topics
The diverse consequences of Brexit as an overarching research focus since 
2016 gave way during the reporting period to a new orientation towards an 
interdisciplinary thematic focus on “Legacies of Empire”. A particular focus of 
the department of culture/literature was on authors of British origin in Berlin 
in the period between the world wars, complemented thematically from the 
historical side by a symposium on “Berlin and the BBC” on the occasion of the 
100th anniversary of the BBC. The DFG-funded international research project 
on the German-British lawyer F.A. Mann, which began in 2020, focussed on 
law, economics and politics.

Central Institute Centre for British Studies

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Bullock, P. R., Permiakova, S., & Stedman, G. (Eds.). (2021). The First World War and 
its Aftermath: Literary Networks and Cultural Encounters [Special Issue]. Journal of 
European Studies, 51(3–4).

2 Dannemann, G., & Schulze, R. (Eds.). (2022). German Civil Code. Volume 2: Books 4–5: 
§§ 1297-2385. C.H. Beck.

3 Linebaugh, R. (2022). Colonial Fragility: British Embarrassment and the So-called ‘Mi-
grated Archives’. The Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, 50(4), 729–756. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/03086534.2022.2057740

4 McIntosh, S. (2022). Protecting Life by Investigating Death: Human Rights Obligations 
on European States To Investigate the Deaths of Migrants and Refugees. Manz.

5 Stedman, G., & Evangelista, S. (Eds.). (2021). Happy in Berlin? English Writers in the 
City, the 1920s and Beyond. Wallstein.

6 Taylor, M. (2022). Parliamentary Representation in Modern Britain:  
Past, Present, and Future. The Historical Journal, 65(4), 1145–1173.  
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0018246X2100073X

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Gerhard Dannemann

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The interdisciplinary Centre for Brit-
ish Studies (GBZ) consists of three 
departments, each headed by a pro-
fessor:

•  History and Society

•  Law, Economy and Politics

•  Culture and Literature

The three professorships build bridg-
es between the Faculty of Arts and 
Humanities, the Faculty of Law and 
the Faculty of Language, Literature 
and Humanities. In this disciplinary 
range of “British Studies”, the GBZ is 
unique in Germany. Close links exist 
in particular with the University of 
Oxford. In addition to research and 
teaching (Master of Arts in British 
Studies), the GBZ considers public 
events to be its third pillar.

WEBSITE
https://www.gbz.hu-berlin.de/

The Institute organised 
an exhibition and book 

publication on the topic 
“Happy in Berlin?”.

54 T€3
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Research highlights 2021–2022
Of the numerous events organised by HZK staff, the “Making Museums Mat-
ter” series, which appeals to a broad scientific audience, may be mentioned as 
an example. The international cultural programme on mental health sponsored 
by Wellcome, “Mindscapes”, began in 2021 and formed part of an exhibition in 
the Martin-Gropius-Bau. In July 2021, the Humboldt Lab’s inaugural exhibi-
tion, “After Nature”, opened at the Humboldt Forum. It presents historical and 
current research at the HU and is an ongoing research project of the Third 
Mission. This also applies to the exhibitions in the Theatre of Veterinary Anat-
omy, to mention only the exhibitions “Stretching Materialities” and “Daoula/
Sheen. West African Silk on its Way”, curated jointly with the Cluster of Excel-
lence “Matters of Activity”.

Main research topics
The HZK makes important contributions in the areas of exhibitions, collecting 
and cultural techniques, along with innovative approaches in interdisciplinary 
and transdisciplinary research on a national and international level. This is 
reflected in research projects and publications as well as in formats geared 
towards the public, such as its own exhibitions, innovative digital developments 
and guidelines for research. The departments “The Technical Image” and the 
Coordination Centre for Scientific Collections in Germany, among others, work 
in this area. In 2021, the HZK’s research received further support and impetus 
from the above-mentioned professorships: Daniel Tyradellis, with his extensive 
expertise in the field of cultural technology and exhibiting, and Sharon Mac-
donald, who brings her international research unit CARMAH (the Centre for 
Anthropological Research on Museums and Heritage) to the HZK.

Central Institute Hermann von Helmholtz-Zentrum für Kulturtechnik

DEPARTMENT PROFILES

Important publications 2021–2022

1 Hilden, I. (2022). Absent Presences in the Colonial Archive: Dealing With the Berlin 
Sound Archive’s Acoustic Legacies. Leuven University Press.

2 Müller-Helle, K. (2022). Bildzensur. Infrastrukturen der Löschung. Wagenbach.

3 Oswald, M. von. (2022). Working Through Colonial Collections: An Ethnography of the 
Ethnological Museum in Berlin. Leuven University Press.

4 Puzon, K., Macdonald, S. J., & Shatanawi, M. (Eds.). (2021). Islam and Heritage in 
Europe: Pasts, Presents and Future Possibilities. Routledge.

5 Samuel, N., & Sattler, F. (Eds.). (2022). Museale Reste. De Gruyter.  
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110733372

6 Zauzig, O. (2022). Die königliche Modellkammer der Georg-August-Universität Göttingen 
[Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin].  
https://doi.org/10.18452/24676

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 
2021–2022
Prof. Dr. Sharon Macdonald

DEPARTMENTAL STRUCTURE
The Hermann von Helmholtz-Zen-
trum für Kulturtechnik (HZK) is an 
inter- and transdisciplinary Central 
Institute for research and teaching 
that focuses on cultural techniques 
in the sense of practices for the pro-
duction, transmission and processing 
of knowledge. Since 2021, two profes-
sorships have been newly established 
at the HZK: 1.) the Humboldt Forum 
Endowed Professorship on the Theory 
and Practice of Interdisciplinary Cu-
rating, funded by the Federal Com-
missioner for Culture and the Media; 
2.) the Chair Social Anthropology with 
Emphasis on Museums and Heritage, 
which was previously based at the De-
partment of European Ethnology. The 
university collections and exhibition 
spaces – including the Humboldt Lab 
in the Humboldt Forum, the Theatre 
of Veterinary Anatomy (TA T) and the 
“Kleine Humboldt Galerie” – are un-
der the management of the HZK.

WEBSITE
https://www.kulturtechnik. 
hu-berlin.de/en/

At the Humboldt Forum, 
the Humboldt Lab’s 

inaugural exhibition, “After 
Nature”, was opened.

NOTE
According to the underlying data 
definition (AKL = Equipment, Cost, 
Performance Comparison), the HZK 
is not considered a teaching unit. As 
a result, full-time equivalents (BVZÄ) 
for professors are not collected.
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Locations of Humboldt-Universität
Humboldt-Universität is present at many locations in Berlin and has four large campuses.

CAMPUS MITTE
Campus Mitte is the oldest 
campus of HU. It is home to the 
historic main building Unter den 
Linden, the departments of the 
humanities and social sciences 
faculties, the central university 
administration and the “Jacob-
und-Wilhelm-Grimm-Zentrum”, 
HU’s central library.

CAMPUS ADLERSHOF
The University’s mathematics and natural sciences departments 
are situated in the south-east of the city. Berlin-Adlershof is 
home to one of the largest science and technology centres in 
Europe, offering excellent working conditions for interdisciplinary 
research and learning.

CAMPUS NORD
In the Mitte district lies a green 
oasis, relatively hidden and only 
accessible through inconspicu-
ous entrances: Campus Nord. 
This is where mainly the life 
sciences departments of HU, 
along with other renowned 
scientific institutions in Berlin 
focusing on life sciences, con-
duct their research.

CAMPUS DAHLEM
Campus Dahlem is dedicated 
to experimental agricultural and 
horticultural sciences, providing 
teaching and research stations for 
plant, horticultural and livestock 
sciences. It includes outdoor test 
areas, animal facilities and green-
house test facilities.

FACULTIES

Faculty of Mathematics  
and Natural Sciences 

Department of Chemistry 4

Department of Geography 4

Department of Computer Science 4

Department of Mathematics 4

Department of Physics 4

Faculty of Life Sciences

Albrecht Daniel Thaer Institute of Agricul-
tural and Horticultural Sciences 1  3

Department of Biology 1  
Department of Psychology 4  

Faculty of Humanities  
and Social Sciences  
Department of Archaeology 2

Department of Asian and African Studies 1

Department of Education Studies 2

Department of Cultural History & Theory 2

Department of Art and Visual History 2

Department of Musicology  
and Media Studies 2

Department of Rehabilitation Sciences 2

Department of Social Sciences 2

Department of Sport Science 1

Center for Transdisciplinary  
Gender Studies 2

Faculty of Arts and Humanities  
Department of Philosophy 2

Department of History 2

Department of European Ethnology 2

Department of Library and Information 
Science  2

Faculty of Language, Literature  
and Humanities  
Department of German Literature 2

Department of German Studies  
and Linguistics 2

Department of Northern  
European Studies 2

Department of Romance Studies 2

Department of English  
and American Studies 2

Department of Slavic and  
Hungarian Studies 2

Department of Classical Philology 2

MONO-FACULTIES  
& CENTRAL INSTITUTES
Faculty of Economics and  
Business Administration 2

Faculty of Law 2

Faculty of Theology 2  

Central Institute for  
Catholic Theology 1

Central Institute Berlin Institute  
for Islamic Theology 1

Central Institute Professional 
School of Education 2

Central Institute Centre  
for British Studies 2

Central Institute Hermann  
von Helmholtz-Zentrum für  
Kulturtechnik 1

1
2

4
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Faculty of Math. and Nat. Sciences  
40 951 489.54

Faculty of Arts and Humanities    
11 046 680.44

Faculty of Economics and Business Administration  
3 663 255.32 

Central Institute Berlin Institute for Islamic Theology   
1 131 275.31

Faculty of Life Sciences   
30 108 598.72

Faculty of Language, Literature and Humanities    
7 666 446.82

Faculty of Theology    
1 956 266.70

Central Institute Professional School of Education   
483 322.84

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences    
19 076 230.08

Faculty of Law    
3 960 723.01

Central Institute Hermann von Helmholtz-Zentrum für Kulturtechnik   
1 193 469.68

Central Institute for Catholic Theology   
342 224.18

Central Institute Centre for British Studies   
160 662.34

Percentage difference from previous year: +30 %

Percentage difference from previous year: +8 %

Percentage difference from previous year: +32 %

Percentage difference from previous year: +18 %

Percentage difference from previous year: +4 %

Percentage difference from previous year: +4 %

Percentage difference from previous year: -1 %

Percentage difference from previous year: +19 %

Percentage difference from previous year: -7 %

Percentage difference from previous year: +11 %

Percentage difference from previous year: +7 %

Percentage difference from previous year: +39 %

Percentage difference from previous year: -22 %

Third-party funding expenditure by faculties  
and departments in 2022 in EURO

Research in numbers
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Distribution: Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences 

Distribution: Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Distribution: Faculty of Language, Literature and Humanities

Distribution: Faculty of Life Sciences

Distribution: Faculty of Arts and Humanities

Department of Musicology and Media Studies 5.22 %

Department of Slavic and Hungarian Studies 9.21 %

Center for Transdisciplinary Gender Studies

Zentrum für Inklusionsforschung Berlin

1.46 %

0.32 %

IZ Georg Simmel Center for Metropolitan Studies

Berlin Institute for Empirical Integration  
and Migration Research

0.67 %

9.10 %

Department of Art and Visual History 6.53 %

Department of English and American Studies 17.07 %

Department of Physics

IRI on Transformations of Human-Environment Systems 

44.68 %

4.68 %

Department of Sport Science 3.36 %

Department of Cultural History and Theory 6.92 %

Department of Romance Studies 4.15 %

IRI for the Life Sciences 1.87 %

Department of Library and Information Science

Robert K. Merton Center for Science Studies

8.61 %

4.32 %

Department of Mathematics

IRIS Adlershof

7.90 %

4.95 %

Department of Social Sciences 27.61 %

Department of Education Studies 12.91 %

Department of Northern European Studies 5.61 %

Department of Psychology 14.98 %

Department of European Ethnology 26.07 %

Department of Computer Science 14.60 %

Department of Rehabilitation Sciences 6.65 %

Department of Classical Philology 4.81 %

Department of Asian and African Studies 16.18 %

Department of German Studies and Linguistics 26.56 %

Department of Biology 49.81 %

Department of History 22.25 %

Department of Geography 7.88 %

Department of Archaeology 3.07 %

Department of German Literature 32.59 %

Albrecht Daniel Thaer Institute 33.33 %

Department of Philosophy 38.76 %

Department of Chemistry 15.20 %
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PROJECTS

The Berlin University Alliance (BUA) has been funded 
as a group in the Universities of Excellence funding line 
of the German governments’ Excellence Strategy since 
2019 and consists of four institutions: Freie Universi-
tät Berlin, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Technische 
Universität Berlin and Charité – Universitätsmedizin 
Berlin. 

The partner institutions share the common vision of 
turning Berlin into an integrated research environment 
and one of Europe’s leading science hubs. In order to 
reach this goal, the Alliance has defined five Objectives: 
1.) developing Berlin-wide joint research agendas focus-
ing on societal issues of global importance, 2.) fostering 
a Berlin-centered network of research and knowledge 
exchange, 3.) bundling Berlin expertise for assessing and 
developing general standards for research quality and 
value, 4.) establishing a Berlin-wide integrated space for 
careers and recruitment, and 5.) creating a Berlin-wide 
network of research services and infrastructures. Three 
additional Cross-Cutting Themes shape the joint agen-
da: supporting diversity and gender equality, promoting 
research-based teaching and learning, and advancing 
strategic internationalization.

INFO
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Since the initiation of funding for the Berlin University Alliance, various 
competitive procedures in the field of research have been announced in which 
HU researchers have been successful. In the early years of the BUA, the focus 
was particularly on the Grand Challenge Initiatives “Social Cohesion” and “Global 
Health”. These initiatives aim to address the major questions of the 21st century 
and thus to confront its global challenges – the Grand Challenges. In the years 
2021–2022, more calls for proposals were published for the other objectives and 
cross-cutting themes of the BUA. Also, the topic for a third Grand Challenge 
Initiative was identified through a collaborative process of participants from 
academia and society: “Responsible Innovation in Times of Transformation”.

Focusing on Grand Challenges

Fostering Knowledge Exchange

Global Health

Experimental Science Communication Laboratories

Funded projects with HU participation5 / 6

Funded projects with  
HU participation6 / 6

The second Grand Challenge Initiative of the Berlin university 
consortium of excellence focuses on global health. During the 
preceding reporting period, the emphasis was on making a tan-
gible and swift contribution to pandemic research. By the end 
of 2021, five innovative exploration projects and a sixth strategic 
project were selected for funding under the main call “Determi-
nants of Global Health: Exploring Biological, Human-made & 
Environmental Factors.“ These projects address a diverse range 
of topics, including urban mental health, planetary health, 
healthcare and migration, and antimicrobial resistance. The 
alliance projects are funded for a duration of three years and 
are intended to pave the way for larger research endeavors in 
the long term. 

The excellence alliance has set the 
goal of promoting the participation of 
and exchange with societal partners in 
the research process, increasing the 
credibility of research and facilitating 
free access to research results. Since 
April 2021, a total of six interdiscipli-
nary collaborative projects have been 
funded as experimental laboratories 
for science communication.

Re-Scaling Global Health. Human Health and 
Multispecies Cohabitation on an Urban Planet

HU PROJECT HEADS:  
Prof. Dr. Sandra Jasper (Department of Geography),  
Prof. Dr. Ignacio Farías Hurtado, Prof. Dr. Jörg Niewöhner 
(both Department of European Ethnology)

FUNDING PERIOD: October 2022 to December 2025

Exploring urban human-animal-environment relationships 
and how they affect human health in urban spaces forms 
the basis of this project. The project thus investigates the 
multiple links between health, biodiversity, and environ-
mental pollution. Conceptually, the aim is to advance a 
theory and practice of multispecies urbanism that views 
the environment not as a passive backdrop but as an ac-
tive agent co-producing urban space and affecting human 
health.
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AnthropoScenes. Making Sustainable Futures Public

SPOKESPERSON: Prof. Dr. Jörg Niewöhner (Department of European Ethnology)

FUNDING PERIOD: July 2021 to June 2024

AnthropoScenes connects theatre and science – with water in the spotlight. On stages 
in Berlin and markets in Brandenburg, artists and researchers experiment with different 
audiences to debate and develop sustainable water futures. The aim is open dialogues 
across all corners of the region and integrate these conversations, stories and ideas into 
further artistic and scientific works. The project is embedded in the Einstein Research 
Unit Climate and Water Under Change (CliWac), an interdisciplinary research consortium 
studying the effects of climate change on water in Berlin-Brandenburg.

https://www.anthroposcenes.de/

https://www.anthroposcenes.de/
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Teaching and Learning
Student Research Opportunities  
Programx (StuROPx)

Funded HU projects from 2021 to 202224 / 64

With the X-Student Research Groups, the Berlin Univer-
sity Alliance supports research teams of early-career re-
searchers and students. The goal is to involve students in 
current research projects of the alliance partners and to 
enable them to participate in (innovative) research already 
during their studies. The X-Student Research Groups are 
implemented in the form of research seminars and usually 
run for one semester. 

Towards Critical Migrations Studies: How To 
Decolonize Research on Migration?

GROUP LEADERS:  
Ali Niroumand, Firoozeh Farvardin, Rosella Merullo

INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATION OF THE GROUP:  
Department of Social Sciences

FUNDING PERIOD: October 2021 to March 2022

This X-Student Research Project, presented as a block 
seminar, explores and analyzes emerging theories and ap-
proaches that stress the necessity of decolonization, trans-
nationalism, and intersectionality in studying migration and 
migratory issues. The research question of the seminar is 
indeed both an ethical and critical one: how we can conduct 
research (in the field of migration studies) without (re-)
producing certain norms and power relations that not only 
negatively impact our outcomes but also contribute to 
further oppression and exploitation of objects/subjects of 
the research.

#UniToo? Sexualized Harassment, Discrimina-
tion and Violence at Berlin Universities

GROUP LEADERS:  
Lina Knorr, Dr. Tanja Wälty

INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATION OF THE GROUP:  
Department of Asian and African Studies

FUNDING PERIOD: April 2022 to July 2022

Sexualized harassment, discrimination and violence (SBDG) 
are parts of a phenomenon that occurs in its various forms 
in all areas of society. German universities as places where 
SBDG happens, however, generally remain unnoticed. This 
is exactly where the X-Student Research Group comes in. 
We will be investigating the phenomenon of SBDG at Berlin 
universities on the level of the actors and on the organiza-
tional level of the universities. Through the participatory 
research approach, the project focuses on the perspective of 
the students; the research will not simply be about students, 
but with students.
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Promoting Talent
Career Development Awards

Funded HU projects14 / 22

With the “Career Development Awards for Postdocs”, the 
Berlin University Alliance created a funding programme 
specifically for the outstanding postdoctoral researchers 
of its member institutions. In total, 22 awardees were 
granted paid academic leave, allowing them to focus 
completely on a research project of their choosing.

Winter semester 2021/2022:

Dr. Mareike Bayer (Department of Psychology):  
“Mental Health in Autism Spectrum Conditions”

Dr. Sebastian Bender (Department of Philosophy):  
“Nicht-idealer Liberalismus: die vergessene liberale Tradition”

Dr. Lars Jenßen (Department of Education Studies):  
“Scham und Stolz in Mathematik bei angehenden  
Primarstufenlehrkräften (PriSMa)”

Dr. Kira Jürjens (Department of German Literature):  
“Die Temperatur der Literatur. Physikalisches Wissen  
und poetische Form in der Moderne”

Dr. Werner Krause (Department of Social Sciences):  
“Chances and Perils of Opinion Polls in Representative Democracies”

Anna Katharina Kuhlen-Ruber, PhD (Department of Psychology): 
“Neurokognitive Mechanismen der Sprache in sozialer Interaktion”

Dr. Susanne Antje Schmidt (Department of History):  
“Die Geschichte des Marshmallow-Tests. Psychologie,  
Bildung und soziale Herkunft in den USA 1950–2000”

Dr. Daniel Tödt (Department of Asian and African Studies):  
“African Maritime Workers and New Horizons in Transregional History”

Dr. Emanuel Viebahn (Department of Philosophy):  
“The Philosophy of Disinformation”

Winter semester 2022/2023:

Dr. Moritz Altenried (Department of European Ethnology):  
“Zukunft der Arbeit: Plattformen, Regulation, Automatisierung”

Dr. Ronja Demel (Department of Psychology):  
“Entgegen der eigenen Überzeugungen: Die Rolle von  
Intergruppenempathie bei aktivistischem Engagement”

Dr. Jeanette Ehrmann (Department of Social Sciences):  
“Repairing Democracy, Reimagining Postcoloniality”

Dr. Christian Neumeier, LL.M. (Yale) (Faculty of Law):  
“Freie Rede? Zur Transformation politischer Öffentlichkeiten”

Dr. Anja Sattelmacher (Department of Musicology and Media 
Studies): “Original oder Kopie? Filme als Dokumente der Zeit-
geschichte ca. 1960”



The University Library (UB), with its ten locations, provides researchers, 
teachers and students with literature, information, learning spaces and 
research information infrastructure. In order to expand its services and 
meet current requirements, such as open access publishing, the UB itself 
is also conducting third-party funded projects, which are funded by the 
German Research Foundation (DFG) and the Federal Ministry of Education 
and Research (BMBF), among others. These projects foster productive 
collaborations within the HU and beyond. To develop comprehensive 
expertise, the various projects carried out at the University Library are 
interconnected, in the field of digitization, for example, between the BUA 
projects on the digitization of collections and the digitization project of 
the Social and Cultural Anthropology Information Service. The cross-
departmental and location-spanning e-Research working group facilitates 
discussions on ongoing research projects and third-party initiatives, 
involving the Computer and Media Service as well.

KNOWLEDGE, RESEARCH 
AND DIGITIZATION: 
THE UNIVERSITY  
LIBRARY OF  
HUMBOLDT- 
UNIVERSITÄT
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Specialized Information Service for 
Social and Cultural Anthropology 
(FID SKA)

PROJECT HEAD: Matthias Harbeck (University 
Library)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2022 to December 2024

FUNDED BY: German Research Foundation (DFG)

Since 2016, the Specialized Information Service 
for Social and Cultural Anthropology (FID SKA) 
has received funding from the DFG and has been 
jointly operated with the Qualiservice research 
data service centre at the University of Bremen 
since 2019. In its third funding phase, in addition to 
providing literature and a research portal (www.
evifa.de/en), the organisation of the Colonial Con-
texts network, the management of norm data, and 
the handling of sensitive qualitative research data 
from ethnological fields are the main focuses of 
its work. FID SKA positions itself as the interface 
between research and infrastructure, striving to 
support ethnological research through its servic-
es, establish national and international collabo-
rations, and simultaneously bring ethnological 
perspectives on infrastructure-related issues into 
the library landscape.

https://www.evifa.de/en

Book Acquisitions During the Nazi Era: Provenance Research  
at the University Library

PROJECT HEAD: Dr. Yong-Mi Rauch (University Library)

FUNDING PERIOD: June 2022 to June 2024

FUNDED BY: German Lost Art Foundation

During the Nazi era and beyond, academic libraries in Germany received large quantities of 
confiscated and looted books. Since June 2022, the University Library has been conducting a 
systematic review for book acquisitions between 1933 and 1945 in order to investigate unlawful 
backgrounds of acquisitions. In the process, around 63,000 items are being examined based on 
the originals and the preserved archive holdings. The aim is to restitute these books to their 
rightful owners and institutions in accordance with the Washington Principles of 1998. In addi-
tion, the injustices committed will be publicly and visibly documented. The project is funded by 
the German Lost Art Foundation.

https://link.ub.hu-berlin.de/buecherwege

Future e-Research Support 
in the Humanities II (FuReSH 
II): Digital Humanities Com-
petence Center

PROJECT HEADS: Martin Lee, Sophie 
Eckenstaler (University Library)

FUNDING PERIOD: February 2022 to 
February 2025

FUNDED BY: German Research 
Foundation (DFG)

The University Library operates the 
Digital Humanities Competence 
Center at the “Grimm-Zentrum” 
as part of the “Future e-Research 
Support in the Humanities II” project 
funded by the German Research 
Foundation (DFG) for an initial three 
years (2022–2025). The project 
addresses the central promises of 
digitality and the Digital Humanities: 
Participation as well as critical reflec-
tion on a new epistemic paradigm 
and genuinely new insights for the 
humanities and cultural studies. 
The goal is to support researchers 
at Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin in 
their digital transformation and to 
teach digital tool literacy. To this end, 
the DH Competence Center offers 
various formats such as individual 
consultations, workshops, or lecture 
series. In addition, the team supports 
(smaller) research projects and 
contributes its expertise in digital 
methods, computational processes, 
and research software engineering.

https://blogs.hu-berlin.de/furesh/

Open Access Publication Funding

PROJECT HEADS: Katja Braschoß, Christian Winterhalter (University Library)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2022 to December 2024

FUNDED BY: German Research Foundation (DFG)

The University Library has been successfully raising funds from the DFG since 2018 to finance open 
access publishing by members of the HU. In 2022, a total of 129 articles and 21 monographs could be 
published in open access through third-party funding from the University Library. In the funding period 
2022 to 2024, a reliable and efficient concept for financing publication costs for open access articles 
in reviewed academic journals and for open access books will be continued and expanded by means 
of corresponding publication funds, transformation agreements and other models. Comprehensive 
measures in terms of publication data collection, cost data determination, workflow development 
and cross-university coordination are undertaken. Thereby, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin is 
actively participating in structural adaptation and development to foster a sustainably designed and 
transparent transformation towards open access.

https://www.ub.hu-berlin.de/en/researching-and-publishing/open-access?set_language=en

Digitization of University Collections: Measures for  
the Digitization and Visualization of Object-Related 
Collections (MDVOS)

PROJECT HEAD: Dr. Yong-Mi Rauch (University Library)

FUNDING PERIOD: May 2021 to February 2023

FUNDED BY: Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media (BKM); 
Humboldt Forum Foundation

Academic work with collections is an established cross-disciplinary activity at Hum-
boldt-Universität zu Berlin. Through a collaborative project with the Humboldt Forum 
Foundation, the digitization of collection holdings has significantly advanced. Since 
2021, a total of approximately 79,000 object units (271,000 image units) have been 
created and annotated with metadata, coordinated by the University Library. These 
holdings belong to eight HU collections, which are also on display in the Humboldt 
Lab exhibition, and include models, objects, photo collections, maps and archival 
materials. The project directly supports research efforts, both through the structured 
provision of data in sustainable standards and through digital research environments. 
Due to their poor state of preservation and their unique materiality, some of the 
resources can only now be effectively made accessible to researchers, for example 
large stocks of negative image sources.

https://sammlungen-digital.hu-berlin.de 

https://sammlungenonline.humboldtforum.org
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The German Research Foundation (DFG), the largest 
national research funding institution financed by the 
federal and state governments, provides interdiscipli-
nary funding for both individuals and coordinated pro-
grammes involving several researchers.

Collaborative Research Centres (CRC)  are research 
networks established for a duration of up to twelve years 
in which researchers collaborate in subprojects on a 
common topic across the boundaries of their respec-
tive disciplines. The programme variant CRC-Transre-
gio (CRC-TRR) allows close supraregional cooperation 
between different academic institutions.

Research Training Groups (RTG) and International Re-
search Training Groups (IRTG)  serve to promote and 
qualify early-career researchers within the framework of 
a focused research programme.

Research Units (FOR)  and Centres for Advanced 
Studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences (KFOR), 
which are specially tailored to research in the humani-
ties and social sciences, support the close interdiscipli-
nary cooperation of several outstanding academics.

INFO
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CRC-TRR 190/2: Rationality 
and Competition: The Economic 
Performance of Individuals and Firms

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Georg Weizsäcker (Faculty of  

Economics and Business Administration)

HU SUBPROJECT HEADS:  

Prof. Dr. Dirk Engelmann, Prof. Dr. Georg Weizsäcker, Prof. Dr. Daniel 

Klapper, Prof. Dr. Alexandra Spitz-Oener, Prof. Dr. Roland Strausz, 

Prof. Dr. Anastasia Danilov, Prof. Dr. Anja Schöttner, Prof. Dr. Nikolaus 

Wolf, Prof. Dr. Sonja Greven (all Faculty of Economics and Business 

Administration), Prof. Dr. Ulrich Horst (Department of Mathematics)

FUNDING PERIOD: 

1st funding period: January 2017 to December 2020 

2nd funding period: January 2021 to December 2024

The CRC-Transregio 190 combines the research programmes 
of behavioural and neoclassical economists to study applied 
economic questions that are of high policy relevance. The 
CRC’s focus is on the economic behaviour and performance 
of individuals and firms. The CRC will analyse the alloca-
tive consequences and the economic policy implications of 
different aspects of rationality and deviations from ration-
ality in competitive environments. An important empirical 
question is in what environments behavioural biases have 
a quantitatively large effect and under what circumstances 
the standard, neoclassical model is sufficient to explain ob-
served behaviour.

https://rationality-and-competition.de/  

CRC 1315/2: Mechanisms and Distur-
bances in Memory Consolidation: From 
Synapses to Systems

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Matthew Larkum (Department of Biology)

HU SUBPROJECT HEADS:  

Prof. Dr. Richard Kempter, Prof. Dr. Michael Brecht, Prof. Dr. Marina 

Mikhaylova, Prof. Dr. Matthew Larkum, Prof. Dr. Susanne Schreiber, Prof. 

Dr. York Winter, Prof. Dr. Peter Hegemann (all Department of Biology), 

Prof. Dr. Benjamin Lindner (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD: 

1st funding period: July 2018 to June 2022 

2nd funding period: July 2022 to June 2026

The Collaborative Research Centre 1315 focuses on systems 
memory consolidation. That is, it investigates not only how 
memory-related structures in the brain retain long-term in-
formation but how the brain transforms this information 
into facts, knowledge, and skills that correspond to specif-
ic memories. This topic can be seen as one of the central 
issues in brain research, and it is also an ideal topic for a 
CRC because it is challenging to tackle by individual labo-
ratories working alone. During the first funding period, a 
series of highly relevant new topics were identified, which 
are to be systematically addressed in the second funding 
period. These include 1.) the nature of memory-related ac-
tivity generated in the hippocampus, 2.) the transfer of in-
formation from the medial temporal lobe to neocortex, 3.) 
the refinement of ensembles of cells for encoding memories 
(engrams), 4.) the role of sleep, 5.) memory loops, and 6.) 
how brain stimulation influences memory.

https://www.sfb1315.de/  

Funded by

HU as coordinator

Collaborative Research Centres (CRC)
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HU as participant

CRC 1078/3: Protonation  
Dynamics in Protein Function

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Joachim Heberle (Freie Universität Berlin)

HU SUBPROJECT HEADS:  

Prof. Dr. Holger Dobbek, Prof. Dr. Athina Zouni, Prof. Dr. Peter Hegemann, 

Prof. Dr. Franz Bartl (all Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD: 

1st funding period: January 2013 to December 2016 

2nd funding period: January 2017 to December 2020 

3rd funding period: January 2021 to December 2024

Central mechanistic principles of protein function, such as 
the lock-and-key principle in substrate binding, have been 
identified over the past decades. CRC 1078 has proposed to 
put a further key principle into place, namely the control and 
coordination of complex protein functions by protonation 
dynamics. Spatio-temporal fluctuations of the functionally 
relevant hydrogen-bonded networks result from protonation 
dynamics, that is, the movement of protons on various time 
and length scales – from femtoseconds to seconds and from 
less than 0.1 to more than 10 nm. The experimental works 
are actively linked to theory and simulations to achieve a 
profound understanding of protonation-dependent mecha-
nisms in the selected proteins. Different facets of protona-
tion dynamics have been and will be studied in two central 
proteins involved in biological energy conversion: Oxygen 
reduction coupled to proton pumping in cytochrome c oxi-
dase and water oxidation in photosystem II. The latter will 
be amended by a new project on protonation dynamics in 
photosystem I.

https://www.sfb1078.de/  

CRC-TRR 154/3: Mathematical Mod-
elling, Simulation and Optimization 
Using the Example of Gas Networks

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Alexander Martin (University of Erlangen–Nuremberg)

HU SUBPROJECT HEADS:  

Prof. Dr. Falk Hante, Prof. Dr. Andrea Walther, Prof. Dr. Caren Tischendorf 

(all Department of Mathematics)

FUNDING PERIOD: 

1st funding period: July 2014 to June 2018  

2nd funding period: July 2018 to June 2022 

3rd funding period: July 2022 to June 2026

The “turnaround in energy policy” is currently in the main 
focus of public opinion. It concerns social, political and sci-
entific aspects as the dependence on a reliable, efficient and 
affordable energy supply becomes increasingly dominant. 
On the other side, the desire for a clean, environmentally 
consistent and climate-friendly energy production is strong-
er than ever. 

It is the goal of the CRC-Transregio 154 to provide answers 
to the questions and challenges of an efficient gas supply by 
means of mathematical modelling, simulation and optimi-
zation and thus to offer solutions on a new quality standard. 
In order to achieve this goal, new paradigms in the integra-
tion of these disciplines and in particular in the interplay 
between integer and nonlinear programming in the context 
of stochastic data have to be established and brought to bear.

https://www.trr154.fau.de/trr-154-en/  
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CRC 1265/2: Re-Figuration of Spaces

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Martina Löw (Technische Universität Berlin)

HU SUBPROJECT HEADS:  

Prof. Dr. Ilse Helbrecht, Prof. Dr. Elmar Kulke (both Department  

of Geography), Prof. Dr. Ignacio Farías Hurtado (Department of  

European Ethnology), Prof. Dr. Steffen Mau, Prof. Dr. Talja Blokland  

(both Department of Social Sciences)

FUNDING PERIOD: 

1st funding period: January 2018 to December 2021 

2nd funding period: January 2022 to December 2025

The CRC 1265 investigates current processes of the spatial 
reordering of society as a “re-figuration of spaces”. Conceiv-
ing of sociality as an essentially spatial phenomenon, it seeks 
to develop an empirically-based theory of contemporary so-
cial change that views social change as a form of processual, 
spatial-communicative refiguration.

In the first funding phase, the CRC’s work focused on elab-
orating basic concepts of social theory related to the spatial-
ity of society, and on empirically identifying the qualitative 
features of refiguration. For the second funding phase, three 
key priorities have been outlined: Research will 1.) highlight 
the role of conflicts in processes of spatial construction, par-
ticularly in and between different spatial figures. This inher-
ently conflict-theoretical focus is 2.) linked to an in-depth 
exploration of the phenomenon of polycontexturalization 
and the way it is subjectively managed. Focusing on these 
similarities and differences, as well as the multiple inter-
connections between the spaces studied in widely different 
societies around the globe, the CRC will continue to sys-
tematically pursue its comparative perspective concerning 
3.) multiple spatialities.

https://sfb1265.de/en/  

CRC 1294/2: Data Assimilation –  
The Seamless Integration of Data  
and Models

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Sebastian Reich (Universität Potsdam)

HU SUBPROJECT HEAD:  

Prof. Dr. Markus Reiß (Department of Mathematics)

FUNDING PERIOD: 

1st funding period: July 2017 to June 2021 

2nd funding period: July 2021 to June 2025

The seamless integration of large data sets into sophisticated 
computational models provides one of the central research 
challenges for the mathematical sciences in the 21st century. 

When the computational model is based on evolutionary 
equations and the data set is time-ordered, the process of 
combining models and data is called “data assimilation”. The 
assimilation of data into computational models serves a wide 
spectrum of purposes ranging from model calibration and 
model comparison all the way to the validation of novel mod-
el design principles. The field of data assimilation has been 
largely driven by practitioners from meteorology, hydrology 
and oil reservoir exploration. However, a theoretical foun-
dation of the field is largely missing. Furthermore, many 
new applications are emerging from biology, medicine, 
and cognitive neuroscience, for example. These fields need 
novel data assimilation techniques. The goal of the CRC is 
therefore twofold: 1.) to develop principled methodologies for 
data assimilation, and 2.) to demonstrate the computational 
effectiveness and robustness of these methodologies, by im-
plementing them in established and novel application areas.

https://www.sfb1294.de/  

Funded by
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CRC 1449/1: Dynamic  
Hydrogels at Biointerfaces

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Rainer Haag (Freie Universität Berlin)

HU SUBPROJECT HEAD:  

Prof. Dr. Oliver Seitz (Department of Chemistry)

FUNDING PERIOD: 

January 2021 to December 2024

The overarching goal of the CRC 1449 is to define the key 
physicochemical parameters that determine protective hy-
drogel function at biological interfaces in health, and ab-
normalities in disease for prospective development of novel 
therapeutic strategies. To achieve this goal, a detailed analy-
sis of the physical, chemical and biological properties of syn-
thetic and native hydrogels (i.e. mucus and glycocalyx) will 
be conducted. The focus lies on the individual and combined 
contributions of hydrogel components and their functional 
impact on airway and intestinal surfaces constituting the 
largest bio-interfaces covered by hydrogels in the human 
body. In this context, studies of exemplary pulmonary and 
gastrointestinal diseases will be included, where abnormal 
hydrogels have been implicated as important determinants 
of pathogenesis.

https://www.sfb1449.de/  

CRC 1512/1: Intervening Arts

SPOKESPERSON:  
Professor Dr. Jürgen Brokoff (Freie Universität Berlin)

HU SUBPROJECT HEAD:  

Prof. Dr. Silvy Chakkalakal (Department of European Ethnology)

FUNDING PERIOD: 

January 2022 to December 2025

Today, perhaps more than ever, the arts claim to have an 
impact on society. Globally, they aim to alter social processes, 
to interfere in political conflicts, and to create public spheres. 
Artistic movements such as Participatory Art, Artivism, Cli-
mate-Change Art, and Nature Writing bear witness to the 
presence of global crises and social conflicts: The arts involve 
themselves in struggles for democracy, human rights, and 
fair global power structures; they address various crises, 
from climate change to the COVID-19 pandemic; they out-
line new ways of living and working. In order to describe 
this political involvement of artistic poiesis, the Collaborative 
Research Centre 1512 proposes the term intervening arts. 
This guiding concept supports the exploration of new forms 
of artistic sociality and artistic creation of society. In this 
context, the historicality of contemporary arts as reflected 
in references to forms and procedures of the avant-garde 
movements and their variations in the 20th and 21st century 
is of particular importance.

https://www.sfb-intervenierende-kuenste.de/ 

en/index.html  
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Funded by

RTG 2190/2: The Literary and 
Epistemic History of Small Forms

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Ethel Matala de Mazza (Department of German Literature)

PARTICIPATING HU RESEARCHERS:  

Prof. Dr. Ruth Conrad (Faculty of Theology), Prof. Dr. Jörg Dünne 

(Department of Romance Studies), Prof. Dr. Philipp Felsch (Department 

of Cultural History and Theory), Prof. Dr. Susanne K. Frank (Department 

of Slavic and Hungarian Studies), Prof. Dr. Anke te Heesen (Department 

of History), Prof. Dr. Stefan Kipf, Prof. Dr. Ulrich Schmitzer (both 

Department of Classical Philology), Prof. Dr. Steffen Martus,  

Prof. Dr. Hans Jürgen Scheuer, Prof. Dr. Joseph Vogl (all Department of 

German Literature), Prof. Dr. Helga Schwalm (Department of English  

and American Studies)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

1st funding period: April 2017 to September 2021 

2nd funding period: October 2021 to March 2026

Outlines, abstracts, notes, protocols, previews, essays, ar-
ticles, etc. have become indispensable in the practice of 
research and education as well as in media and the arts. 
The Research Training Group 2190 will advance the analy-
sis of small forms by exploring their literary and epistemic 
history in the long historical arc extending from antiquity 
to the present day. With its systematic focus on literature, 
science, and popular culture, the programme seeks, firstly, 
to determine which small forms emerge within each of these 
domains with their specific writerly and representational 
procedures. The chief goal is to examine how these forms 
control, reflect, criticise, and (mediaspecifically) channel 
processes of communication. Secondly, the programme will 
analyse the development and circulation of small forms in 
exchanges between different domains.

https://www.kleine-formen.de/  

IRTG 2706/1: Transformative Religion: 
Religion as Situated Knowledge in 
Processes of Social Transformation

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Torsten Meireis (Faculty of Theology)

PARTICIPATING HU RESEARCHERS:  

Prof. Dr. Andreas Feldtkeller, Prof. Dr. Henrik Simojoki (both Faculty 

of Theology), Prof. Dr. Naika Foroutan (Berlin Institute for Empirical 

Integration and Migration Research), Prof. Dr. Baz Lecocq (Department 

of Asian and African Studies), Prof. Dr. Regina Römhild (Department of 

European Ethnology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

January 2022 to June 2026

The German–South African International Research Training 
Group 2706 investigates the impact of religion on processes 
of social transformation and the impact of these transforma-
tions on religion in contemporary global societies. It aims 
at a critical epistemology through which the situatedness of 
religious knowledge production and reception in processes 
of social transformation can be made the subject of research. 
In case studies from contexts in the Global South and North, 
the IRTG seeks to investigate religion as specifically situated 
knowledge functioning as a resource and as a site of social 
transformation. It engages scholars from two continents and 
a variety of disciplines to go beyond conventional research 
approaches. The IRTG’s studies are conducted within four 
thematic fields in which the relationship of religion and 
social transformation is approached empirically: national 
identity, development, migration and healing. 

https://www.transformative-religion.de/ 

Research Training Groups (RTG) and International Research Training Groups (IRTG)

HU as coordinator
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RTG 2130/2: Minor Cosmopolitanisms

SPOKESPERSONS:  
Prof. Dr. Lars Eckstein, Prof. Dr. Anja Schwarz  

(both Universität Potsdam)

PARTICIPATING HU RESEARCHER:  

Prof. Dr. Regina Römhild (Department of European Ethnology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

1st funding period: October 2016 to March 2021 

2nd funding period: April 2021 to September 2025

The RTG 2130 works to establish new ways of studying and 
understanding the cosmopolitan project beyond its Euro-
centric legacies. It attempts to overcome a divide between 
“major” sociological and philosophical readings of cosmo-
politanism that characterise cosmopolitan thought as either 
“actually existing” or normative ideal. The RTG straddles 
both perspectives by investigating cosmopolitanisms as 
emerging in a plurality of locally embedded representation-
al and performative practices. Such practices combine vi-
sions of transcultural justice, peace and conviviality with an 
ethical commitment to cultural difference. They engender/
generate cosmopolitanisms in a “minor” mode, by eking out 
new subject positions within the dominant discourses. In 
this context, the adjective “minor” in the Research Training 
Group denotes a programmatically postcolonial perspective. 
However, unlike in the initial phase of the programme, it is 
intended that minority positions are played against estab-
lished cosmopolitan discourses less, and instead, broader 
alliances are actively sought.

https://www.uni-potsdam.de/en/

minorcosmopolitanisms/  

RTG 2248/2: Global Intellectual 
History – Transfers, Circulation of 
Ideas, Historical Actors (18th–20th 
Century)

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Sebastian Conrad (Freie Universität Berlin)

PARTICIPATING HU RESEARCHERS:  

Prof. Dr. Andreas Eckert, Prof. Dr. Manja Stephan-Emmrich (both 

Department of Asian and African Studies), Prof. Dr. Hannes Grandits, 

Prof. Dr. Alexander Nützenadel (both Department of History)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

1st funding period: April 2017 to September 2021 

2nd funding period: October 2021 to March 2026

When writing the global history of the modern world 
(18th–20th century), one crucial aim is to explain process-
es of intellectual entanglement, and the transregional and 
cross-cultural transfer of concepts and ideas. While in the 
realms of the international state system, the global economy, 
and infrastructure and communications policies, the estab-
lishment of global standards has been well documented, the 
emergence of shared ideas, concepts, norms, and ideologies 
was a multifaceted and highly complex process. What factors 
brought it about? Who contributed to their development? 
Which ideas were able to cross borders and under which 
conditions? A global historical approach should allow for a 
more complete understanding of a global history of ideas 
and concepts, as well as their respective roles in processes of 
global integration. To this end, the Research Training Group 
2248 aims to explore the field of global intellectual history.  

https://www.gih.global-history.de/ 

HU as participant
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Funded by

RTG 2638/1: Normativity,  
Critique, Change 

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Georg W. Bertram (Freie Universität Berlin)

PARTICIPATING HU RESEARCHERS:  

Prof. Dr. Rahel Jaeggi, Prof. Dr. Thomas Schmidt (both Department  

of Philosophy), Prof. Dr. Christoph Möllers (Faculty of Law)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

October 2021 to March 2026

The Research Training Group 2638 seeks to study a spe-
cific structure of normative practices common to art, law, 
religion, language and morality. These practices are char-
acterized by the way in which they are always bound to 
standards; but at the same time, they are also defined by 
the fact that when actors engage in these forms of practice, 
they critically reflect upon and distance themselves from 
these very same standards. The group will take an interdis-
ciplinary approach to this essential aspect aiming to grasp 
the ways in which critical reflection might be understood 
as a constitutive component of these practices’ dynamics. 
The realization of standards can lead to transformation, but 
transformation can itself become a standard of, for example, 
artistic practices.

https://www.normativitaet-kritik-wandel.de/ 

en/index.html  
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FOR 2265/2: Law – Gender – 
Collectivity: The Contested  
General and the New Common

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Beate Binder (Department of European Ethnology)

HU SUBPROJECT HEAD:  

Prof. Dr. Susanne Baer (Faculty of Law)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

1st funding period: January 2018 to June 2021 

2nd funding period: July 2021 to June 2024

Among the most contentious issues of western democracies 
are questions about belonging and participation. Law plays a 
central role here – either as a reference point for the formula-
tion of claims, or as a goal for the shifting of existing borders. 
Out of this dynamic, new social conflicts, such as about an-
tidiscrimination laws and the rights of workers, illustrate to 
whom the state belongs, about the rights of fleeing persons, 
and broadly about the possibility of equal participation for 
all in the practice of civic autonomy (Jürgen Habermas). 
Against this backdrop, the interdisciplinary Research Unit 
2265 focuses on the relationship between law, sex/gender 
and collectivity. The goals of the research group are thus, 
firstly, added theoretical value for the fields of both legal 
studies and gender studies, and, with this specific focus, 
secondly, achieving a unique contribution to understandings 
of the meaning of collectivity in late modern societies from 
a transnational perspective.

https://www.recht-geschlecht-kollektivitaet.de/en/  

FOR 2537/2: Emerging Grammars  
in Language Contact Situations:  
A Comparative Approach

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Heike Wiese (Department of German Studies and Linguistics) 

HU SUBPROJECT HEADS:  

Prof. Dr. Anke Lüdeling, Prof. Dr. Heike Wiese, Dr. Oliver Bunk, Prof. Dr. Dr. 

h.c. Artemis Alexiadou, Dr. Anna Shadrova (all Department of German 

Studies and Linguistics), Prof. Dr. Luka Szucsich (Department of Slavic 

and Hungarian Studies)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

1st funding period: April 2018 to March 2021 

2nd funding period: April 2021 to August 2024

The Research Unit 2537 investigates the linguistic systems 
and linguistic resources of bilingual speakers from fami-
lies with an immigrant history, “heritage speakers”, in both 
of their languages (heritage and majority language) across 
formal and informal, written and spoken communicative sit-
uations. Taking a distinctly competence-oriented perspective 
on linguistic repertoires, an exploration will be conducted 
into noncanonical phenomena as indicators of new gram-
matical options, and their grammatical structure will be 
analyzed. Investigation will encompass speakers of Russian, 
Turkish, and Greek as heritage languages in Germany and 
the U.S., in addition to German as a heritage language in 
the US, as well as monolingual controls for majority and 
heritage languages.  

https://www.linguistik.hu-berlin.de/en/institut-en/

professuren-en/rueg/index.html  

Research Units (FOR and KFOR)

HU as coordinator
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FOR 5187/1: Towards Precision Psycho-
therapy for Non-Respondent Patients: 
From Signatures to Predictions to Clini-
cal Utility

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Ulrike Lüken (Department of Psychology) 

HU SUBPROJECT HEADS:  

Prof. Dr. Lydia Fehm, Dr. Kevin Hilbert, Prof. Dr. Norbert Kathmann  

(all Department of Psychology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

August 2020 to July 2023

Although cognitive-behavioural therapy (CBT) is a first-line 
treatment for internalising disorders, a substantial propor-
tion of patients fails to benefit – with severe consequences 
for patients and costs for societies. Precision mental health 
can help to identify patients at risk for non-response (NR) al-
ready prior to treatment initialisation. The work programme 
of this Research Unit 5187 will foster the development of pre-
cision psychotherapy by 1.) investigating clinical and bio-be-
havioural signatures of NR to improve our understanding 
of this phenomenon, 2.) applying state-of-the-art machine 
learning technology for single-case predictions, and 3.) 
validating these for clinical utility in an ecologically valid 
treatment setting, bringing together four major academic 
outpatient clinics in Berlin.  

https://forschungsgruppe5187.de/en  

FOR 2898/1: Military Cultures of Vio-
lence – Illegitimate Military Violence 
from the Early Modern Period to the 
Second World War

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Sönke Neitzel (Universität Potsdam)

HU SUBPROJECT HEAD:  

Prof. Dr. Birgit Aschmann (Department of History)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

January 2022 to December 2024

The Research Unit 2898 aims to fill an important gap in 
both scholarship on military history and research on vio-
lence: the introduction of the concept of “military cultures 
of violence” is designed to allow for the systematic descrip-
tion and explanation of sometimes very divergent acts of 
violence on the part of regular European armed forces that 
were viewed in contemporary assessments as illegitimate. 
Such acts are already documented in numerous individu-
al studies, though as yet neither on this chronological and 
geographical scale nor as part of a wider collaborative and 
comparative project. “Military cultures of violence” are de-
fined as the violent practices proceeding from members of a 
collective military agent of violence belonging to a state or a 
state-like entity, and the associated interpretative ascriptions 
and discourses. Within the framework of various subpro-
jects, the research group investigates in which ways and to 
what extent specific military cultures of violence developed 
in the regular armies of the European great powers from the 
early modern period to the end of the Second World War.   

https://www.uni-potsdam.de/de/military-cultures-of-

violence/  

Funded by

HU as participant
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FOR 3031/1: IN#SANE – The Contem-
porary History of an Eroding Difference

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Heiner Fangerau (Heinrich Heine University Düsseldorf) 

HU SUBPROJECT HEAD:  

Prof. Dr. Beate Binder (Department of European Ethnology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

September 2021 to March 2025

The history of psychiatry is a history of the difference be-
tween normality and madness. However, this difference is 
progressively eroding. On the one hand, with the opening 
of psychiatric institutions and the social integration of in-
mates, madness is becoming everyday normality; on the 
other hand, reaction patterns and behaviours such as in-
toxication, stress or attention deficit are pathologised. The 
collapse of this basic dichotomy calls the interpretative 
power of extant historical narratives of psychiatry back into 
question. This is the starting point and basic assumption of 
the Research Unit 3031: It does not attempt to track changes 
in concepts of insanity, but focuses on the erosion of the 
difference between normal and pathological in dealing with 
psychic alterity. The overarching goal of the projects partic-
ipating in the FOR is to mobilize hitherto underexplored 
tendencies in psychiatry as a resource for contemporary 
history.  

https://www.normalverrueckt.hhu.de/  

FOR 5022/1: Medicine and the  
Temporal Structure of the Good Life

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Claudia Wiesemann (University of Göttingen)

HU SUBPROJECT HEAD:  

Prof. Dr. Claudia Stockinger-Martus (Department of German Literature)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

May 2021 to April 2025

The Research Unit 5022 investigates ethical questions of the 
time structure of the good life with regard to new medical 
possibilities. Concepts of the good life are relevant for many 
research fields in medicine, ethics, social and cultural stud-
ies. The research group addresses these often little reflected 
background assumptions in a systematic and interdiscipli-
nary way. It investigates 1.) the relationships between med-
ical concepts, technologies and practices on one hand and 
practical approaches and normative ideas about the temporal 
structures of human life on the other, 2.) how the connection 
between medicine and life-time is presented and negotiated 
in scientific and (popular) cultural narratives, and 3.) how 
the involved temporal aspects of the good life are to be un-
derstood and evaluated ethically.    

https://for5022.de/en/start/  
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FOR 5177/1: The Dynamics of the 
Spine: Mechanics, Morphology and  
Motion Towards a Comprehensive  
Diagnosis of Low Back Pain

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Hendrik Schmidt (Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin) 

HU SUBPROJECT HEAD:  

Prof. Dr. Adamantios Arampatzis (Department of Sport Science)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

January 2022 to December 2026

Low back pain (LBP) represents an overwhelming social 
and economic burden to society with a constantly increas-
ing number of patients suffering and requiring surgical or 
non-surgical treatment. The success rates of current clinical 
treatments for LBP vary considerably, indicating a lack of ba-
sic understanding of the underlying mechanisms of disease 
onset, progression and therapeutic modulation. 

The Research Unit 5177 brings together orthopaedic sur-
geons, imaging specialists, biomechanics experts, computer 
modellers, pain experts, health psychologists, and material 
and training scientists to reveal how spinal shape and ge-
ometry (MORPHOLOGY), physical activity and spino-pel-
vic kinematics (MOTION) and lumbar spinal loading (ME-
CHANICS) are interlinked and associated with LBP. The 
hypothesis is that understanding the interrelations between 
these 3Ms will enable new avenues to develop strategies for 
functionalised patient stratification as basis to a personalised 
treatment.  

https://spine.charite.de/en/  

FOR 5208/1: Model-Based Determi-
nation of Nonlinear Properties of Pie-
zoceramics for High-Power Ultrasound 
Applications (NEPTUN)

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Bernd Henning (Paderborn University) 

HU SUBPROJECT HEADS:  

Prof. Dr. Andrea Walther, Dr. Benjamin Jurgelucks  

(both Department of Mathematics)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

June 2022 to May 2026

Ultrasonic sensors and actuators are used in a wide range 
of applications in science and technology. In the design and 
optimization of these components, computer technology is 
increasingly used. One of the problems in this procedure is 
the insufficient knowledge of the acoustic or electromechan-
ical material properties of the piezoelectric materials or the 
manufactured piezoelectric components. According to the 
current state of the art, these material properties are deter-
mined using several differently processed material samples, 
with the result that the material parameter set is inconsist-
ent. This applies in particular to the characterization of pie-
zoceramic materials applied in the higher power range, for 
example in high-power ultrasonic applications where the 
nonlinear properties of the materials must be taken into 
account. The dissipative properties of piezoelectric materials 
due to damping must also be considered. The Research Unit 
5208 will seek to develop measurement and measurement 
systems to be able to analyse the material behaviour. 

https://www.uni-paderborn.de/en/research-projects/

neptun  

Funded by
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FOR 5215/1: Bioinspired Oxidation  
Catalysis with Iron Complexes

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Thorsten Glaser (Bielefeld University)

HU SUBPROJECT HEAD:  

Prof. Dr. Christian Limberg (Department of Chemistry)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

July 2022 to June 2026

The decarbonization of the production of energy and an 
efficient and sustainable usage of non-renewable hydrocar-
bon resources from natural oil, gas, and coal is essential to 
achieve the global climate goals. In this respect, the selective 
functionalization of organic molecules by catalytic oxida-
tion and oxygenation reactions is a key technology for the 
preparation of basic and fine chemicals from natural oil and 
gas resources, as well as for the synthesis of complex active 
ingredients, e. g. for pharmaceutical products. This defines 
an urgent need to establish new sustainable concepts for uti-
lizing environmentally benign and abundant oxidants, such 
as O2 and H2O2 under mild conditions for the synthesis of 
value-added products.

The development of bioinspired homogenous catalysts for 
the oxidation and oxygenation of hydrocarbons and more 
complex organic substrates with better catalytic performanc-
es has a high potential for academic and industrial applica-
tions. Thus, it is the ultimate goal of the Research Unit 5215 
to provide improved bioinspired homogenous catalysts for 
oxidation reactions using environmentally benign oxidants 
such as O2 and H2O2 that results in oxygen-atom transfer, 
hydrogen atom abstraction, and C-H bond activation.   

https://www.uni-bielefeld.de/fakultaeten/chemie/

projects/for5215/  

FOR 5228/1: Syntophagy: Membrane 
Trafficking Processes Underlying  
Presynaptic Proteostasis

SPOKESPERSON:  
Dr. Michael R. Kreutz (Leibniz Institute for Neurobiology) 

HU SUBPROJECT HEAD:  

Prof. Dr. Marina Mikhaylova (Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

October 2021 to September 2025

Neurons are highly polarised cells with a complex cytoarchi-
tecture. A single neuron can house several thousand synaps-
es, which are usually located at enormous distances from 
the soma. The molecular composition of the synapses is 
the subject of numerous studies and it is considered certain 
that several hundred different proteins contribute to their 
structure and function. 

The Research Unit 5228 Syntophagy (“Membrane Traffick-
ing Processes Underlying Presynaptic Proteostasis”) will 
address the specific contributions of autophagy, proteas-
ome-mediated and endolysosomal degradation to presyn-
aptic proteostasis. The research projects deal with questions 
like how are presynaptic function and, importantly, plasticity 
regulated by autophagy? How is autophagy regulated locally? 
How do non-canonical functions of autophagosomes (e.g. 
signalling, exocytosis) impact on presynaptic development, 
maintenance and function? The participating labs cover a 
broad range of techniques and are at the technological fore-
front in molecular neuroscience research.  

https://syntophagy.de/  
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Funded by

FOR 5234/1: Multiple Competition in 
the Higher Education System: Consti-
tution of Protagonists, Coordination of 
Action and Consequences

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Georg Krücken (University of Kassel)

HU SUBPROJECT HEAD:  

Prof. Dr. Julian Hamann (Department of Education Studies)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

July 2021 to June 2024

The overall objective of the Research Unit 5234 is to develop 
a comprehensive understanding of multiple competition in 
the field of higher education, based on contributions from 
sociology, economics and business administration. Multiple 
competition in higher education means that individual and 
collective actors are simultaneously embedded in and nested 
within several interconnected competitions. 

The subproject “Academic Socialization at the Postdoc 
Stage” analyses the socializing effects of academic compe-
titions on postdocs. The study is designed to capture intra-
personal development in time through a qualitative panel 
study. Proceeding from a combination of socialization theory 
and sociology of (e)valuation, it is argued that postdocs learn 
two things when participating in academic competitions: On 
the one hand, they realize that academic competitions are 
constitutive for the allocation of reputation, employment 
and resources. On the other hand, postdocs learn to deal 
with the demands of multiple competition and to position 
themselves in different types of competitions.

https://www.uni-kassel.de/forschung/en/incher/

research/multiple-competition-in-higher-education/

dfg-research-group-multiple-competition-in-higher-

education  

FOR 5381/1: Mathematical Statistics in 
the Information Age – Statistical Effi-
ciency and Computational Tractability 

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Angelika Rohde (University of Freiburg)

HU SUBPROJECT HEAD:  

Prof. Dr. Markus Reiß (Department of Mathematics)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

January 2022 to December 2025

In the information age, the importance of data together 
with reliable and meaningful statistical evaluation is greater 
than ever. In face of massive amounts of data, however, new 
challenges enter statistical methodology. Storage or privacy 
constraints require even clean raw data to be preprocessed, 
and its massiveness typically leads to computational intrac-
tability of subsequently applied classical efficient statistical 
methodology. Usually, preprocessed data do not share the 
distributional properties of the raw data any longer. 

The Research Unit 5381, jointly funded with the Austrian 
Fund for the Promotion of Scientific Research, aims to ad-
dress this challenge with regard to pre-processed data and 
the statistical models underlying the analyses. For this pur-
pose, underlying mathematical principles and their algo-
rithmic formulation have to be entirely newly developed in 
many cases. 

https://for5381.uni-freiburg.de/en/research-unit-5381/  
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Development of third-party funding expenditure in 2018–2022 
in T€

2018

120 326

136 428

117 641
119 194

109 647

2019 2020 2021 2022
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DAAD
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Research in numbers

The decline in 2020 is primarily due to the end of project funding under the Excellence Initiative  
(phase-out funding) and the more difficult situation in spending in 2020.

3 401 3 %

3 993 3 %

2 252 2 %

2 954 2 %

3 921 3 %

11 229 9 %

15 800 12 %

11 973 10 %

14 684 11 %

30 417 25 %

34 594 25 %

57 133 47 %
61 920 45 %

2 177 2 %
2 223 2 %

2 294 2 %

3 124 3 %
2 696 2 %

5 541 5 %

3 205 4 % 5 326 4 %

1 848 2 %

9 682 7 % 10 127 8 %

11 493 10 %10 410 9 % 11 104 9 %

11 549 11 %

25 550 22 %

28 511 24 %

29 495 27 %

63 493 54 %
59 208 50 %

47 426 43 %

2 483 2 %
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The Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) 
and other federal and state ministries play a crucial role 
in supporting primarily application-oriented research 
projects that are tailored to address current and future 
societal needs and challenges. 

In addition, numerous foundations supplement the of-
ferings of the major funding bodies DFG, ministries, 
and the EU with a diverse range of funding instruments 
by strategically investing in distinct research areas. In 
doing so, they make substantial contributions to foster-
ing innovation and excellence.

INFO
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Local Perspectives on Transregional 
(Dis-)Entanglements (De:link//Re:link)

PROJECT HEADS:  
Prof. Dr. Claudia Derichs, Prof. Dr. Andreas Eckert 

(both Department of Asian and African Studies)

FUNDING PERIOD: April 2021 to March 2024

   FUNDED BY     
 Federal Ministry of Education  
and Research (BMBF)

The network project De:link//Re:link investigates new spa-
tial configurations and local perspectives on transregional 
infrastructure projects such as the Belt and Road Initiative 
initiated by China in 2013. “link” indicates the network’s 
focus on local insights and new knowledges. In this context, 
the consortium examines the dynamics of entanglements 
and disentanglements as well as processes of social / politi-
cal / cultural / economic / lingual de- and re-concentration 
in Asia, Africa and Europe. These dynamics are studied in 
greater depth from different disciplinary perspectives that 
rest on multi-scalar and multi-sited fieldwork. Analytical and 
conceptual approaches of New Area Studies and Southern 
Theory form the connecting theoretical and methodological 
framework. The overarching goal of cooperation among the 
four partners in the consortium is to strengthen a pluri-di-
rectional exchange of knowledge and shared knowledge 
production between scholars and other academic actors in 
Germany and the core regions of research.

https://www.delink-relink.de/  

Quantum Photonic-Integrated  
Scalable Memory (QPIS)

PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Tim Schröder (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD: November 2021 to October 2024

   FUNDED BY      
Federal Ministry of Education  
and Research (BMBF)

In the future, quantum communication will be a crucial 
component for ensuring the security of digital infrastruc-
tures in our society. This is because in quantum commu-
nication, the exchange of cryptographic keys is based on 
fundamental physical laws, ensuring security even in the 
face of attacks by quantum computers. In addition to secure 
data transmission, quantum communication also offers new 
possibilities for securely authenticating users of digital sys-
tems and storing private data in a network. So-called quan-
tum tokens could potentially guarantee all of these functions 
in the future. Analogous to current security tokens such as 
bank cards, transponders, or transaction numbers, quantum 
tokens are envisioned as an authentication solution that lev-
erages quantum physical properties.

Within the collaborative project QPIS, researchers are de-
veloping a highly efficient and scalable quantum storage ar-
chitecture for such quantum tokens. The concept combines 
photonic integrated circuits (PICs) with color centers in dia-
monds. These optically active color centers are embedded in 
the tiniest resonators, each capable of encoding a quantum 
mechanical state, known as a quantum bit (qubit). The PICs, 
equipped with superconducting single-photon detectors, en-
able targeted storage and retrieval of these qubits.

https://www.forschung-it-sicherheit-

kommunikationssysteme.de/projekte/qpis  
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Quantenrepeater.Link (QR.X)

PROJECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Christoph Becher (Saarland University)

HU-PROJECT HEADS:  
Prof. Dr. Oliver Benson, Dr. Sven Ramelow, Prof. Dr. Tim Schröder  

(all Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD: August 2021 to July 2024

   FUNDED BY      
Federal Ministry of Education  
and Research (BMBF)

In the research consortium “Quantenrepeater.Link”, ab-
breviated as QR.X, more than 40 partners from academic 
research institutions, institutes, and companies have come 
together to develop a fundamental component of future 
quantum communication networks: the quantum repeater.

The core research goals of the QR.X collaboration are to 
develop optimized hardware components for quantum net-
work nodes, to establish fiber test tracks, and to demonstrate 
an elementary quantum repeater link. Spin-photon entan-
glement is one of the essential requirements in quantum 
communication protocols using quantum repeaters (QR). 
Color centers in diamond have the advantages of long quan-
tum memory coherence times of electron and nuclear spins. 
In combination with efficient optical transitions as an in-
terface to photons and a subsequent conversion of photons 
to telecom wavelengths, quantum information can then be 
transmitted over long distances. 

https://quantenrepeater.link/  

Quantum Photonic-Integrated 
Computer (QPIC-1)

PROJECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Kai Müller (Technical University of Munich [TUM])

HU-PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Oliver Benson (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD: September 2021 to August 2025

   FUNDED BY      
Federal Ministry of Education  
and Research (BMBF)

The goal of this collaborative project is to develop a novel 
platform for photonic quantum computation. The HU sub-
project “Photon Pair Generation and Their Fusion to Cluster 
States” addresses the generation of photonic cluster states by 
fusion gates as a resource for photonic quantum computing. 
The approach, which can be implemented with commercial 
subcomponents, is to be implemented in cooperation with 
the project partners using modular photon pair sources. In 
this way, the functional principle of the fusion gates can be 
demonstrated promptly, also as a preliminary stage for fully 
integrated photonic chips. On the other hand, the sources 
can be connected to modulators, interferometers and detec-
tors via optical fibers and thus already represent the archi-
tecture of a demonstrator for photonic quantum computing. 
The novelty is above all to combine different components 
in a modular way and thus to show the functionality of a 
scalable photonic quantum computer.

https://www.quantentechnologien.de/forschung/

foerderung/quantenprozessoren-und-technologien-

fuer-quantencomputer/qpic-1.html 
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Photonic Quantum Computer 
(PhoQuant)

PROJECT COORDINATOR:  
Dr. Michael Förtsch (Q.ANT GmbH, Stuttgart)

HU-PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Oliver Benson (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2022 to December 2026

   FUNDED BY      Federal Ministry of Education  
and Research (BMBF)

The PhoQuant collaborative project focuses on building a 
photonic quantum computer, made in Germany, which can 
be accessed worldwide through cloud services. 

The aim of the HU subproject “Generation of Non-Gaussian 
Quantum States for Photonic Quantum Computing” is to 
bring together the existing expertise in the field of single 
photon sources, quantum state tomography and photon 
detection in order to provide non-Gaussian states, so-called 
Gottesman-Kitaev-Preskill (GKP) states, as a resource for 
universal photonic quantum computing through photon ca-
talysis. The subproject fits into the overall PhoQuant project, 
which aims to set up and provide scalable photonic quantum 
computing. A new proposal from 2019 is being pursued 
to establish GKP states. As a starting point, single photon 
states, coherent states (local oscillator) and photon count-re-
solved detection are used to generate squeezed Schröding-
er-Cat states, which can then be merged into GKP states. In 
principle, GKP states enable universal quantum computing 
and scalability through quantum error correction. Demon-
strating these concepts is the focus of this subproject. 

https://www.quantentechnologien.de/

forschung/foerderung/quantencomputer-

demonstrationsaufbauten/phoquant.html 

The Weizenbaum Institute for the Net-
worked Society – The German Internet 
Institute (Initial Establishment Phase)

HU-PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Jan Mendling (Department of Computer Science)

FUNDING PERIOD: September 2022 to September 2025

   FUNDED BY      Federal Ministry of Education  
and Research (BMBF)

The Weizenbaum Institute for the Networked Society con-
ducts research on the interactions between digitalisation and 
society from an interdisciplinary perspective. The institute’s 
mission is to examine current societal changes emerging in 
the context of digitalisation and to outline future political and 
economic action options. At the Weizenbaum Institute, fun-
damental research, interdisciplinarity, and societal relevance 
come together in a unique collaboration among its partners: 
Freie Universität Berlin (FU Berlin), Humboldt-Universität 
zu Berlin (HU Berlin), Technische Universität Berlin (TU 
Berlin), Universität der Künste Berlin (UdK Berlin), Uni-
versität Potsdam, Fraunhofer Institut für Offene Kommu-
nikationssysteme (FOKUS), Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin 
für Sozialforschung (WZB), and Weizenbaum-Institut e.V. 
During the establishment phase of the institute, the focus 
is on advancing the creation of a research institution that 
collaborates nationally and internationally with network 
partners from academia, business, politics, and media. The 
research group “Security and Transparency of Digital Pro-
cesses” at HU Berlin is affiliated with the institute’s focus 
area IV, “Digital Infrastructures in Democracy: Between 
Security and Freedom.” 

https://www.weizenbaum-institut.de/en  
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Implementing AI-based Feedback and 
Assessment with Trusted Learning An-
alytics in Higher Education (IMPACT)

PROJECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Hendrik Drachsler (Goethe University Frankfurt)

HU-PROJECT HEADS:  
Prof. Dr. Niels Pinkwart (Vice President for Academic Affairs; 

Department of Computer Science), Dr. Clara Schumacher  

(Department of Computer Science)

FUNDING PERIOD: December 2021 to November 2025

   FUNDED BY      Federal Ministry of Education  
and Research (BMBF)

Within the nationally-operating third-party project IMPACT, 
a consortium comprising Goethe-Universität Frankfurt, 
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, FernUniversität in Hagen, 
Freie Universität Berlin, and the Universität Bremen, the 
objective is to promote the enhancement of higher educa-
tion through the scalable utilization of Artificial Intelligence 
techniques for (partial) automated text analysis.

Throughout the Student Life Cycle, prospective students, 
newcomers, and enrolled students receive text-based, highly 
informative, and personalized feedback during the orienta-
tion and entry phases, throughout their academic journey 
(formative assessment), as well as upon the completion of 
their academic achievements (summative assessment).

HU Berlin’s involvement in the collaborative project pri-
marily focuses on areas such as data privacy and ethics (e.g., 
algorithmic bias), data management (e.g., data provision for 
future use), and textual analyses (processing, understanding, 
generating) for use in feedback and evaluation processes. 
Particular emphasis is placed on the application of hybrid 
AI methods, intended to be expanded through reciprocal 
learning between humans and AI. 

https://www.projekte.hu-berlin.de/de/impact 

Application-oriented Infrastructure 
for AI-Communities in Settings for 
Teaching and Learning (AI-SKILLS)

PROJECT HEADS:  
Prof. Dr. Niels Pinkwart (Vice President for Academic Affairs; 

Department of Computer Science), Prof. Dr. Robert Jäschke  

(Department of Library and Information Science)

FUNDING PERIOD: December 2021 to November 2025

   FUNDED BY      Federal Ministry of Education  
and Research (BMBF)

Oriented towards the Humboldtian educational ideal of 
“unity of research and teaching”, the project will establish 
AI content in particular in research-oriented teaching-learn-
ing settings so that students can experience “learning AI by 
doing AI”. It is through a structured and methodologically 
reflected application that the potentials of these new tech-
nologies are grasped and can be independently related to 
subject-specific issues. In the course of their university edu-
cation, students should above all be enabled to use the tech-
nologies and methods central to their respective subject in 
a reflected manner. At the same time, concrete applications 
provide an opportunity to discuss legal and ethical issues 
of AI technologies beyond the learning of methodological, 
technical and informational basics.

The aim of the project is to develop a coordinated framework 
concept for the application-related use of AI technologies 
and AI methods in teaching. With the help of the established 
higher education didactic and technical support structures 
of the bologna.lab and the CMS, teachers interested in AI 
and the initiatives and expertise already existing at HU will 
be brought together. 

https://ai-skills.hu-berlin.de/ 
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Development of Strontium-Based 
Optical Lattice Clocks for Space 
Applications (SOLIS 1G)  

PROJECT HEAD:  
Dr. Markus Krutzik (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD: May 2021 to October 2024

   FUNDED BY      Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs  
and Climate Action (BMWK)

In the SOLIS 1G joint project, a highly integrated, compact 
strontium lattice clock will be developed, including frequen-
cy comb and autonomous control. The goal is the overall 
integration of the system in the form factor of a 19 inch 
rack at a performance better than E-16. The project thus 
goes beyond the goals of the predecessor OPUS and lays the 
foundation for a follow-up project to enable the operation of 
a cold atom-based clock in space. To this end, all partners in 
SOLIS 1G are developing key technologies with low SWaP as 
well as partially qualifying components for space application. 
The compact clock demonstrator at the end of SOLIS 1G will 
allow the applicants to identify potential system technology 
conflicts and to determine the limits of the performance of 
such an integrated clock. 

Development of a Laser System for 
Experiments With Bose-Einstein 
Condensates on the International Space 
Station Within the BECCAL Payload 
(BECCAL-II)

PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Achim Peters (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD: December 2021 to December 2025

   FUNDED BY      Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs  
and Climate Action (BMWK)

Within this collaborative project, the laser systems for an ex-
periment with Bose-Einstein condensates and cold atoms on 
the International Space Station (ISS) will be realized. This 
includes procurement, assembly, qualification, characteriza-
tion, and integration into the payload. It will be carried out 
in accordance with the requirements and objectives defined 
within the research project BECCAL-I.

These efforts constitute a part of the German contribution 
to a bilateral cooperation between the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (NASA) and the German Aero-
space Center (DLR). The cooperation aims to establish an 
experiment platform on the ISS that can be utilized by a 
multitude of German and American scientists for various 
aspects of ultra-cold atoms, Bose-Einstein condensates, and 
atom interferometry. 

https://www.physik.hu-berlin.de/en/qom/research/

BECCAL/standardseite  
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Research Network on Discrimination 
and Racism (FoDiRa) 

PROJECT HEADS:  
Prof. Dr. Andreas Blätte (Interdisciplinary Centre for Integration and 

Migration Research in Duisburg-Essen [InZentIM]), Prof. Dr. Naika 

Foroutan, Dr. Christian Hunkler (both Berlin Institute for Empirical 

Integration and Migration Research [BIM])

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2022 to October 2024

   FUNDED BY      Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Senior  
Citizens, Women and Youth (BMFSFJ)

The collaborative project FoDiRa systematically investigates 
central areas in which racist prejudices can arise, reproduce 
or intensify in everyday life. In particular, research is being 
conducted on the most relevant areas of life: education, work 
and housing, and health. In addition, the fields of (social) 
media, sports and the Internet will be examined. The fo-
cus is on the further development and use of innovative 
quantitative research methods to investigate discrimination 
and racism. These will be incorporated into the National 
Discrimination and Racism Monitor (NaDiRa). Six projects 
are using innovative data, such as process-generated or web-
scraped data. Three projects are developing semi-automated 
text analysis procedures for use in racism research. Four pro-
jects use experimental methods, and three projects use ge-
ospatial data or regional/local variation for causal research. 

https://www.bim.hu-berlin.de/en/projects/fodira/start-1 

The Impact of COVID-19 on Public 
Support for the European Union 
(COVIDEU)

PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Heike Klüver (Department of Social Sciences)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2022 to December 2025 

   FUNDED BY     Volkswagen Foundation

This project studies how the COVID-19 pandemic has in-
fluenced EU support. An innovative theoretical framework 
is developed, combining insights from political behavior, 
social psychology, and political communication. The core 
idea is that people compare national and EU responses and 
take cues from domestic governments, political parties and 
the media when forming opinions about the EU. 

The impact of the pandemic is studied through six work 
packages that are clustered into three pillars. In the first 
pillar, the investigation focuses on how the policy measures 
adopted by national governments and EU institutions have 
affected Eurosceptic attitudes, European solidarity, and the 
performance of Eurosceptic parties. In the second pillar, an 
examination is conducted on how political actors, namely 
governments, political parties, and social movements, have 
influenced EU support. Finally, in pillar three, the study 
assesses how media framing and fake news have influenced 
public support. 

https://portal.volkswagenstiftung.de/search/

projectDetails.do?siteLanguage=en&ref=9B051 
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W
hether it be controlling vacuum cleaners or 
predicting the concentration of pollutants 
in the environment – artificial intelligence 
has been part of everyday life for some 

time now. Current debates surrounding AI focus primarily 
on its risks, says Prof. Dr. Christoph Schneider, Vice Pres-
ident for Research at Humboldt-Universität. “But AI also 
offers the opportunity to drive forward socially and eco-
nomically significant, sustainable developments that are 
geared towards the common good. That’s why it’s essential 
we research AI as a key technology on a broad professional 

Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin 
(HU) conducts research on a wide 
range of issues in order to ad-
dress the many opportunities and 
challenges presented by the devel-
opment of artificial intelligence. 
Engagement with AI also plays 
an increasingly important role in 
teaching – not just with regards to 
the natural sciences.

TEXT: INGA DREYER

basis through research at HU – that we understand, help 
shape and critically assess the diversity of AI and IT appli-
cations.” Ultimately, the university has a social mandate to 
contribute to the preservation and improvement of human 
living conditions and environmental conditions through 
its research and to reflect on the preconditions and conse-
quences of research findings. 

It is also about being comparatively competitive as a 
Berlin university on the international stage. “Taking a look 
at the coalition agreement of the current Berlin govern-
ment, it would seem that Berlin looks set to become 
established as a leading national location for AI over the 
next few years,” says Schneider. As part of the Berlin 
University Alliance (BUA) and in the course of numerous 
collaborations with research institutions, Humboldt-Uni-
versität is very well networked in the field of AI research. 
For example, HU researchers are involved as Principal In-
vestigators at the Weizenbaum Institute for the Networked 
Society, the Einstein Center Digital Future (ECDF), the 
graduate school known as the “Helmholtz-Einstein Inter-
national Berlin Research School in Data Science” (HEI-
BRiDS), the Humboldt Institute for Internet and Society 
and the Berlin Institute for the Foundations of Learning 
and Data (BIFOLD). In addition, HU Berlin is part of the 
Artificial Intelligence Entrepreneurship Center (“Künstli-
che Intelligenz Entrepreneurship Zentrum”, or K.I.E.Z.), 
which explores start-up potential in AI research.

AI RESEARCH AT  AI RESEARCH AT  
HU: PROJECTS,  HU: PROJECTS,  
OPPORTUNITIES,  OPPORTUNITIES,  
CHALLENGESCHALLENGES
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“Humboldt-Universität distinguishes itself in the field 
of AI research through the wide range of topics covered,” 
says Schneider. Given the complex technological, ethical 
and socio-political challenges, such a diversity of ap-
proaches is important. In computer science, for example, 
AI research is being driven forward in particular by Prof. 
Dr. Thomas Kosch, Prof. Dr. Alan Akbik and Einstein-Pro-
fessor Jan Mendling. In the field of law, Prof. Dr. Herbert 
Zech – Professor of Civil Law, Technology- and IT Law and 
Director of the Weizenbaum Institute for the Networked 
Society – and his team research the legal issues associated 
with the digital transformation in the fields of big data and 
artificial intelligence. “In the humanities and social scienc-
es, you have, for instance, social scientist Prof. Dr. Philipp 
Staab, who is working on a project dedicated to the 

political economy of artificial intelligence, and the Critical 
Data Lab, which is based at the Department of Musicology 
and Media Studies under Prof. Dr. Shintaro Miyazaki and 
headed by Anna-Verena Nosthoff and Felix Maschewski,” 
says Schneider. 

There’s also a tradition of digital humanities in relation 
to AI at the Faculty of Arts and Humanities. Since 2017, 
Prof. Dr. Robert Jäschke has been conducting research 
within the field of information processing and analytics 
at the Department of Library and Information Science. In 
2020, one of the first professorships in Germany dedicat-
ed to digital history was established at the Department of 
History, with the position being held by historian Prof. Dr. 
Torsten Hiltmann. “We’re currently researching how the 
diverse methods and possibilities of AI can also be utilised 

as part of historical studies in a meaningful 
and methodologically reflective way,” says 
Hiltmann. One of the aims is to use machine 
learning methods to automatically find and an-
notate depictions of coats of arms in medieval 
manuscripts and other sources. Research into 
the AI-based indexing of medieval documents 
and books of hours is also being carried out. “In 
addition, we work with various AI-based meth-
ods such as authorship analysis, but also on the 
reuse of texts within texts – using the example 
of the Bible in late medieval treatises.”

Research with and on AI therefore plays a 
role not only in the natural sciences. The In-
terdisciplinary Center for Digitality and Digital 
Methods began its work in July 2023 and will 
bundle and strengthen research activities in the 
field of digitality and digital methods in the ▶

“Part of modern tuition 
involves looking at what IT 
options we have and how 
these can be utilised for the 
respective specialist areas 
in a meaningful way.”
Prof. Dr. Niels Pinkwart, Vice President for Academic Affairs
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humanities and social sciences of various faculties over 
the next few years, says Christoph Schneider. 

Engagement with AI is also becoming increasingly 
important in teaching, says Prof. Dr. Niels Pinkwart, Vice 
President for Academic Affairs. “Part of modern tuition 
involves looking at what IT options we have and how 
these can be utilised for the respective specialist areas in a 
meaningful way.”

The AI-SKILLS project, funded by the Federal Ministry 
of Education and Research (BMBF), has been dedicated 
to this goal since the end of 2021, creating opportunities 
for teachers to learn about and exchange information on 
AI topics and teaching concepts – via a Moodle group and 
workshops, for example. In addition, a range of courses 
on AI topics is being put together so that students and 

teachers can obtain a certificate to prove that they have 
dealt with these topics in depth, says Dr. Lilian Löwenau, 
AI-SKILLS Team Lead. “In this way, the university will 
be confirming to the teachers and students concerned 
that they have dealt with the basics of AI and machine 
learning and have developed an informed attitude,” says 
Dr. Löwenau. In order to be able to assess AI processes as 
an informed citizen, knowledge is required. That’s why 
it’s important to deal with artificial intelligence as part of 
university teaching. “The tremendous capabilities of such 
processes bring great advantages, including for science, 
but you also have to deal with – for example – ethical prob-
lems,” says qualified computer scientist Jan Krämer, who, 
as a so-called “community catalyst,” is the contact person 
for computer science and natural sciences. Teachers from 
all areas of study can contact AI-SKILLS with any ques-
tions they may have in relation to AI topics and teaching. 
The project team collates and conceptualises appropriate 
teaching and learning materials. “So that teachers can 
benefit and build upon the experience of others,” says Dr. 
Löwenau. 

▶

“The tremendous capabilities of such 
processes bring great advantages, including 
for science, but you also have to deal with – 
for example – ethical problems.”
Jan Krämer, qualified computer scientist and community catalyst at AI-SKILLS
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In addition, a JupyterHub will be provided as a plat-
form for interactive scientific data analysis and program-
ming exercises for courses, which teachers and students 
will in future be able to access via a web browser. 

Learning materials are also provided by KI-Campus, 
a publicly accessible learning platform with free online 
courses, videos and podcasts. Humboldt-Universität is 
also participating in the second funding period of the 
project that is being funded by the Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research, with this participation including 
the further development of certain AI campus learning 
formats for higher education teaching. One example is 
a course on the topic of AI and leadership, which Niels 
Pinkwart, Scientific Director of the project, offers together 
with a colleague. What’s new with this course is that it 
combines elements of online and face-to-face teaching. 
“The interactive seminar scenario is intended to enable 
cooperation and go beyond the scope of the purely online 
course,” says Pinkwart. 

AI has become an important topic in the world of 
teaching. But how can teaching itself benefit from AI tech-
nologies? This is the focus of the joint project IMPACT – 
funded by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research 
– in which the Goethe University Frankfurt, the FernUni-
versität in Hagen, the Freie Universität Berlin and the 
University of Bremen are also participating. A sub-project 
at Humboldt-Universität focuses on formative feedback – 

feedback that is given during the learning process. “It’s es-
sential that learners don’t just receive feedback at the end 
of the semester. However, teachers often don’t have time 
to give feedback now and again throughout the semester,” 
says Leo S. Rüdian from IMPACT. The aim, therefore, 
is to use AI to generate feedback on the homework that 
students complete during the semester. It’s important 
here that the AI works according to transparent criteria 
that are derived from the teachers’ feedback, says Rüdi-
an. “We cannot and do not want to replace teachers. Our 
work is about giving them a tool to speed up the feedback 
process,” says Rüdian. 

Generally speaking, awareness of AI issues among 
teachers and students has grown in tandem with the hype 
surrounding ChatGPT, says Jan Krämer from AI-SKILLS. 
“This is both a blessing and a curse. On the one hand, 
we’re delighted with the interest people are showing in AI. 
On the other, we also want to draw attention to other ar-
eas, such as the skills needed to successfully navigate the 
conflicting priorities of automated statistical procedures 
and good scientific practice. Because there’s more to AI 
than ChatGPT.” 
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The Einstein Foundation Berlin was founded in 2009 
by the State of Berlin. The Foundation aims to promote 
science and research of top international calibre in Ber-
lin and to establish the city as a centre of scientific ex-
cellence. 

Funding is made available through a diverse array of 
programmes. For instance, within the Personal Fund-
ing Line, support is allocated to the Einstein Strategic 
Professorships: strategic high-level appointments of ex-
ceptional international scholars that are pivotal to bol-
stering Berlin’s status as a centre for academic research. 
Additionally, resources are allocated to the Einstein Pro-
fessorships, which play a crucial role in aiding Berlin’s 
universities during faculty recruitment and retention 
negotiations.

Under the Academic Freedom special initiative, the 
Foundation allows researchers whose academic freedom 
is constrained, or whose lives and security are at risk to 
engage in temporary academic work in Berlin.

The Einstein Research Units, falling under the Structural 
Funding Line, provide additional financial support to the 
Berlin University Alliance (BUA), which itself benefits 
from federal and state government funding through the 
Excellence Strategy. This support fosters the establish-
ment of interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research 
clusters in fields of particular strategic significance.

INFO
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Einstein Strategic Professorship 
for the Comparative Study of 

Democracy and Authoritarianism

PROFESSOR:  
Prof. Dr. Gwendolyn Sasse (Department of Social Sciences)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

April 2021 to March 2026

Gwendolyn Sasse researches democracy and 
authoritarianism, the transformation processes in 
Eastern Europe, and the dynamics of war, migra-
tion, and protest movements. She studied history, 
Slavic studies and political science and received 
her PhD from the London School of Economics. 
She subsequently taught at the Central European 
University, the London School of Economics, and 

the University of Oxford, where she was appointed 
Professor in Comparative Politics in the Depart-
ment of Politics and International Relations and 
in the School of Interdisciplinary Area Studies in 
2013. She is also a Non-Resident Senior Fellow at 

the Carnegie Europe think tank. 

Since 2016, Gwendolyn Sasse has been the Ac-
ademic Director of the Center for Eastern Euro-
pean and International Studies in Berlin. From 

April 2021, she will combine this activity with her 
Einstein Professorship in Comparative Democracy 
and Authoritarianism Studies at Humboldt-Uni-
versität zu Berlin. Among her most recent publi-
cations are “Der Krieg gegen die Ukraine” (C.H. 
Beck 2022) and the expanded English-language 

publication “Russia’s War Against Ukraine” (Polity 
Press 2023).

Einstein Strategic Professorship 
for Process Science

PROFESSOR:  
Prof. Dr. Jan Mendling (Department of Computer Science)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

April 2021 to March 2026

The business informatics specialist Jan Mendling, 
in his professorship in the field of Process Sci-

ence, focuses on the question of how processes in 
administration, logistics and other industries can 
be improved. To this end, he analyzes event data 
and, together with his team, develops algorithms 
and visualization techniques that can present this 
event data in a user-friendly way. To manage busi-
ness processes more efficiently, he also researches 

the use of technologies such as Robotic Process 
Automation, Blockchains and Business Process 

Management systems. 

Jan Mendling is moving from the Vienna Univer-
sity of Economics and Business Administration 

to Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin. His textbooks 
“Business Information Systems” and “Fundamen-

tals of Business Process Management” are used 
in teaching in over 70 countries. His doctoral 

thesis was awarded the Heinz Zemanek Prize of 
the Austrian Computer Society and the German 

Targion Prize in the field of strategic information 
management.

Funded by
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Einstein Professorship for 
Theoretical Neurophysiology 

PROFESSOR:  
Prof. Dr. Susanne Schreiber (Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

October 2021 to September 2023

Susanne Schreiber has been head of the Com-
putational Neurophysiology research group at 

the Humboldt-Universität Department of Biolo-
gy since 2009, and was appointed Professor of 
Theoretical Neurophysiology there in 2015. The 

biophysics graduate specialized in neurosciences 
during her final-year diploma thesis, which she 
completed at the University of Cambridge. After 
finishing her doctorate, which involved spending 
time at the Salk Institute for Biological Studies in 

the USA as a Sloan-Swartz Fellow, she won the 
Bernstein Award for Computational Neuroscience 
in 2008. This enabled her to set up her own com-
putational neurophysiology lab at Humboldt-Uni-

versität. Schreiber has chaired the Bernstein 
Network for Computational Neuroscience in 

Germany since 2019. As Vice-Chair of the German 
Ethics Council she also explores and comments on 
the social issues and ethical challenges of modern 

biological research.

Einstein Professorship  
for Organic Chemistry and 

Functional Materials 

PROFESSOR:  
Prof. Stefan Hecht, PhD (Department of Chemistry)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

October 2022 to December 2023 

Global challenges, such as the future energy 
supply or the sustainable use of resources, require 
new energy, information and communication tech-
nologies. In order to minimize energy consump-
tion and close material cycles, for example, it is 

necessary to research new materials with improved 
properties and develop them to technological ma-
turity. As an Einstein Professor, Stefan Hecht will 
be devoting himself to precisely this challenge in 
the future, working with his team on the develop-
ment of light-controlled molecular materials and 
volumetric 3D printing processes (xolography). 

Stefan Hecht has been a professor at the Depart-
ment of Chemistry at Humboldt-Universität from 
2006 to 2019. From 2019 until the end of 2022, 
he was the Scientific Director at DWI – Leibniz 

Institute for Interactive Materials in Aachen, and 
until recently, he was also associated with the 

Chair of Macromolecular Chemistry at RWTH 
Aachen University. Since October 2022, Hecht 
has returned as an Einstein Professor at Hum-

boldt-Universität. 
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Einstein Junior Scholar to  
Foster Academic Freedom

FELLOW:  
Dr. Yaprak Melike Uyar  

(Department of Musicology and Media Studies)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

November 2021 to January 2024

HOST:  

Prof. Dr. Sebastian Klotz  

(Department of Musicology and Media Studies)

The ongoing political turmoil in Turkey is reflected 
in many areas of cultural production, including 

the processes of music-making. With its immense-
ly rich musical and cultural legacy that combines 

a rural and urban heritage, Istanbul became home 
to many subcultures revolving around a variety of 
ethnicities and political acts. While the AKP gov-
ernment’s neoliberal urban control and gentrifi-

cation agenda are reshaping the means of cultural 
life in the city, a do-it-yourself attitude in the music 
scene removed the barriers of the hierarchy of pro-
duction while creating unique performance spaces 
and a sense of belonging and solidarity among its 
participants. The project “DIY Under Authoritari-
an Politics: Indie Music Scene in Istanbul” utilizes 
a mixed methodology of ethnography and critical 

analysis to study this scene. 

Einstein Guest Researcher to 
Foster Academic Freedom

FELLOW:  
Dr. İmren Borsuk Eroğlu (Department of Social Sciences)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

September 2021 to March 2024

HOST:  

Dr. Ertuğ Tombuş (Department of Social Sciences)

Authoritarian states and diaspora organizations 
engage in diaspora mobilization not only as a 
mechanism of “soft power” to enhance their 
foreign influence but also as a mechanism of 

“hard power” to control migrant populations. This 
illustrates the complex relationship between dias-
pora politics and authoritarianism as discussed by 
transnational authoritarianism literature. Diaspora 

mobilization is not always against authoritarian 
governments. There is also diasporic mobilization 

for authoritarian governments as in the case of 
pro-Erdogan protests in Europe. 

The project “Mobilization for Authoritarian Re-
gimes beyond the Borders: Diaspora Mobilization 
and Transnational Authoritarianism” will explore 
how diaspora communities mobilize for authori-
tarian regimes and diffuse pro-government mobi-
lization across countries based on an examination 
of diasporic pro-government mobilization pertain-

ing to Turkey in Europe.

Funded by
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Einstein Guest Researcher to 
Foster Academic Freedom

FELLOW:  
Dr. Görkem Akgöz  

(Department of Asian and African Studies)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

November 2021 to May 2024

HOST:  

Prof. Dr. Andreas Eckert  

(Department of Asian and African Studies)

The research project “Productive Femininity? 
Female Industrial Work in Post-WWII Industrial-
isation“ starts from the premise that the globally 

accepted qualities of female labour as being cheap, 
docile and dextrous do not derive from original in-
stances of a natural femininity; they are produced 
in production relations managed by local labour 

control regimes configuring productivity and femi-
ninity in specific ways across time and space. 

Through an extensive literature review on the glob-
al history of gendered labour regimes, Görkem 

Akgöz proposes a comparative framework to 
analyse how categories of productivity and femi-
ninity were constructed in relation to each other 

in developmentalist-cum-modernising projects of 
industrialisation.

Einstein Urban Futures at Risk 
Scholars Group (UFaR)

PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Talja Blokland  

(Georg Simmel Center for Metropolitan Studies)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

December 2022 to March 2025

The research group consists of scholars from 
Ukraine, Russia, and Turkey who are funded un-
der the “Academic Freedom Funding Line” by the 
Einstein Foundation Berlin as “Urban Futures at 

Risk Scholars.”

The group is organized thematically around 
the Urban Futures currently at Risk as they are 
affected by war, dictatorship and attacks on civil 
society infrastructures, blocking potentials for 
social, democratic and ecological sustainability. 

Each participant investigates the solidarities, civil 
society resilience and social cohesion potentials 
for new directions of urban futures. While the 

futures at risk are not solely urban, urbanization 
and urban transformation provide a shared lens 

through which each participant develops their own 
research.
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Einstein Research Unit Perspectives 
of a Quantum Digital Transformation: 
Near-Term Quantum Computational 
Devices and Quantum Processors

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Jens Eisert (Freie Universität Berlin)

CO-SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Çiğdem İşsever (Department of Physics,  

Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin)

FUNDING PERIOD: October 2021 to September 2024

How can quantum computers revolutionize the computa-
tional power of computers? What new insights do quan-
tum computers offer for high energy physics or quantum 
chemistry? These are the questions that the first Einstein 
Research Unit (ERU) of the Berlin University Alliance 
(BUA) will address. The interdisciplinary research team of 
the partner institutions Freie Universität Berlin, Hum-
boldt-Universität zu Berlin, Technische Universität Berlin, 
and Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin has set itself 
the task of clarifying the potential of the quantum digital 
transformation. This uniquely brings together expertise in 
theoretical and experimental physics, applied mathemat-
ics, computer science, and machine learning.  

https://blogs.tu-berlin.de/nlo_

einsteinresearchunitquantum/  

Einstein Research Unit Climate and 
Water under Change (CliWaC) 

SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Britta Tietjen (Freie Universität Berlin)

CO-SPOKESPERSON:  
Prof. Dr. Jörg Niewöhner (Department of European Ethnology; IRI 

THESys, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2022 to December 2024

The Einstein Research Unit CliWaC is a transdisciplinary 
research initiative of the Berlin University Alliance (BUA) 
to address water-related risks under climate change. 
CliWaC will bring together social and natural science as 
well as practical expertise from stakeholders to support 
the governance of mitigation and adaptation measures in 
response to climate change.

The consortium consists of 28 project heads affiliated 
to the BUA members Freie Universität Berlin, Hum-
boldt-Universität zu Berlin, Technische Universität Berlin, 
and Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin, including two 
professorships to be appointed at FU (Environmental 
Policy) and TU (Environmental Governance). External 
institutions are incorporated by joint appointments with 
BUA members (Leibniz Centre for Agricultural Landscape 
Research ZALF) or as external partners (Institute for Eco-
logical Economy Research IÖW). 

https://www.cliwac.de/en/index.html  
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Ongoing research projects in 2021–2022

Research in numbers

Clusters of Excellence

DFG collaborative projects

BMBF projects

Foundation-founded projects

EU collaborative projects

ERC projects

Early-career researcher projects

DFG Emmy Noether  
junior research groups

Freigeist Fellowships of the 
Volkswagen Foundation

BMBF junior  
research groups

MSCA postdoctoral 
fellowships

Number Title

HU as coordinator 1 Matters of Activity.Image Space Material (MoA)

HU as participant (at university level) 3 NeuroCure, Math+, Science of Intelligence (SCIoI)

HU as participant (at PI-level) 3 Unifying Systems in Catalysis (UniSysCat), Contestations of the Liberal Script 
(SCRIPTS), Temporal Communities – Doing Literature in a Global Perspective

2021 2022

325 329

2021 2022

355 337

2021 2022

27 26

2021 2022

Starting Grants 5 4

Consolidator Grants 6 9

Advanced Grants 5 5

Synergy Grants 3 4

Integrative Research Institutes

• IRIS Adlershof

• IRI for the Life Sciences

• IRI on Transformations of Human-Environment Systems

• IRI Law & Society

Interdisciplinary Centres

• Interdisciplinary Centre for Educational Research

• Interdisciplinary Center for Research in Mathematical Physics

•  Border Crossings – Crossing Borders. Berlin  
Center for Transnational Border Studies

•  Interdisciplinary Center for Computational Neuroscience

• Zentrum für Inklusionsforschung Berlin

•  Berlin Institute for Empirical Integration and Migration Research

•  Robert K. Merton Center for Science Studies

• Georg Simmel Center for Metropolitan Studies

• Interdisziplinäres Zentrum für Arbeitsforschung

2021 2022

24 18

2021 2022

8 8

2021 2022

3 4

2021 2022

8 10

Research Units (FOR)

2021 2022

HU as coordinator 3 4

HU as participant 16 17
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Collaborative Research Centres (CRC)

2021 2022

HU as coordinator 5 5

HU as participant 12 12

Research Training Groups (RTG)

2021 2022

HU as coordinator 9 10

HU as participant 13 13



F
or Olena Kononenko, returning to Ukraine is 
currently a matter of uncertainty. The economic 
and social geographer taught as a professor at the 
University of Kyiv. Now that the damage caused 

by a Russian attack has been repaired, it ought to be pos-
sible for on-campus operations to resume for the winter 
semester. The university’s students, however, are now 
spread across the country or have fled abroad.

Amongst those to have fled is Kononenko. Since March 
2022, the 48-year-old has been researching a highly top-
ical subject at HU: the reconstruction of destroyed cities 
and the population’s perception of them. This research 
has been made possible thanks to a fellowship from the 
Einstein Foundation for researchers whose academic free-
dom is under threat. Together with Ukrainian, Russian 
and Turkish colleagues, she works in the “Urban Futures 
at Risk” research unit, for which the university, in this 
case the Urban and Regional Sociology unit at the Depart-
ment of Social Sciences, applied to the Einstein Founda-
tion. In addition to a steady income, this means a respite 
from war and political persecution. 

There are currently more than 50 at-risk researchers 
working at HU – more than at any other university in 
Berlin. Silvia von Steinsdorff emphasises that the com-
mitment to academic freedom only developed gradually 
– triggered by Germany’s “Grenzöffnung” (“opening of 
the borders”) in 2015. “Young Syrian students were also 
coming to Germany at that time. It was essential for them 
not to be stuck in refugee accommodation, and instead be 
able to continue their studies.” 

It was for this reason that the Professor of Comparative 
Politics and Political Systems of Eastern Europe at the De-
partment of Social Sciences opened the German-Turkish 

Master’s programme GeT MA, which she initiated, to suit-
ably qualified refugees. “Back then, it was anything but a 
given that these people who had lost all future prospects 
due to the war in their homeland should immediately be 
admitted to our university and only later adapt the study 
regulations accordingly.”

When many academics were expelled from universi-
ties and accused of terrorism following the failed coup 
attempt in Turkey in 2016, the Vice Dean of Research 
and International Affairs at the Faculty of Humanities 
and Social Sciences hosted around 15 Turkish academics 
at her department for several years through the Einstein 
fellowship programme. “Some of our academics are well 
connected to Turkish universities and have brought people 
here specifically,” explains the professor. 

Those people can find help and support at the Inter-
national Office. Since March 2020, shortly before the 
start of the coronavirus pandemic, the Welcome Centre 
has been home to the “contact for at-risk scholars” – a 
position that is unique among Berlin universities. In this 
role, Neda Soltani, who herself fled to Germany from Iran 
many years ago as a junior professor, centrally coordinates 
support for at-risk and refugee students and researchers. 
As part of this process, she first checks whether someone 
actually has a background in the academic world and is 
threatened by war, restricted freedom of expression or 
political persecution in their home country. 

If this is the case, then Soltani will search for suitable 
mentors at HU in order for a joint application to be made 
for either a fellowship or scholarship from the Einstein 
Foundation, which is funded by the state of Berlin, or 
from the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation’s Philipp 
Schwartz Initiative, with the latter providing a finan-

TEXT: ISABEL FANNRICH-LAUTENSCHLäGER

SCIENCE IN  
EXILE Since 2015, Humboldt-Universität zu Since 2015, Humboldt-Universität zu 

Berlin has been increasingly committed Berlin has been increasingly committed 
to supporting academic freedom and to supporting academic freedom and 
researchers at risk.researchers at risk.
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cially secured two-year stay at a university. HU has also 
launched an appeal for donations to provide bridging 
scholarships specifically to refugees from Ukraine. 

In Soltani’s experience, the professional backgrounds of 
the new colleagues vary greatly when war is involved. “But 
when it comes to political persecution, it’s mainly legal, 
cultural and social scientists who are affected.” Some of 
the people contact her directly and ask about research 
opportunities at HU. Some are sent to the university by 
political foundations, while others are suggested as poten-
tial candidates by HU teachers themselves. “The majority 
of enquiries from the past two years have come from 
Afghanistan and Ukraine. But we also have a renowned 
sociologist from Brazil and applications from India, Tur-
key, Syria, Yemen and Iran.” 

HU’s commitment has intensified yet further in 
2023, emphasises Silvia von Steinsdorff. As of this year, 
the university has been coordinating the new regional 
network “Scholars at Risk Berlin-Brandenburg” and 
has joined the US initiative “New University in Exile”. 
In addition, a “Freedom of Research Week” was held 
in April, with a joint workshop on the topic planned at 
the partner university in Princeton in the autumn. The 
“Berlin University Alliance” has also agreed on a joint 
initiative regarding freedom of research and organises 
regular meetings.

“I’m very satisfied with how things have developed 
since 2015,” emphasises the professor. “HU no longer 

just reacts to crises; now we have a strategy for how we 
can provide specific help and cooperate with researchers 
at risk.” Neda Soltani is also upbeat on how things are pro-
gressing: more and more teaching staff are standing up 
for researchers at risk, and awareness of her own position 
is now much more widespread.

Nevertheless, the two committed women believe there 
is still scope to do more: the university could network 
better, increase the number of scholarship holders further, 
“and we also want to take more care of students at risk,” 
says von Steinsdorff.

The biggest challenge now is that the aid provided is 
limited to a maximum of two years. “However, many of 
our highly qualified fellows will have to stay here and 
build up an existence for the long term – possibly outside 
of academia,” observes Neda Soltani. She therefore offers 
coaching sessions and workshops and is even planning a 
job fair next year for activities and positions both within 
and beyond HU. 

Ultimately, it’s not just about helping colleagues at risk, 
says von Steinsdorff: “We also benefit from their knowl-
edge.” After all, those affected are researching topics such 
as corruption or the rights of minorities in their home 
countries as well as issues in the fields of biology and 
chemistry. “In addition, new international networks and 
personal relationships are being created.” Some of the 
very first Einstein fellows are now working as part of her 
team at the Department of Social Sciences. 

Olena Kononenko looks forward to returning to 
Ukraine one day. “I have a responsibility to pass on the 
experience I gather in Germany to my Ukrainian col-
leagues and to utilise my knowledge and new networks in 
my country.” 

“HU no longer just reacts to crises; now we have  
a strategy for how we can provide specific help  
and cooperate with researchers at risk.”
Prof. Dr. Silvia von Steinsdorff,  
Department of Social Sciences at HU
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Within the framework of Horizon Europe, the 9th EU 
research and innovation funding programme, suc-
ceeding Horizon 2020 in 2021, the European Com-
mission supports both outstanding basic research and 
innovative international collaborative projects aimed at 
enhancing the competitiveness of European industry. 
The range of funding initiatives includes the promotion 
of research excellence through the European Research 
Council (ERC), various mobility formats under the Ma-
rie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA), as well as collab-
orative research within international and cross-sectoral 
consortia addressing specific thematic areas. The over-
arching objective is to foster the development of new 
knowledge, technologies, methodologies, products, and 
services.

INFO
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Paris Agreement Overshooting – 
Reversibility, Climate Impacts and 
Adaptation Needs (PROVIDE)

PROJECT HEADS:  
Dr. Carl-Friedrich Schleußner, Prof. Dr. Sabine Fuss  

(both Department of Geography)

FUNDING PERIOD: September 2021 to August 2024

Overshooting temperature threshold targets included in 
the Paris Agreement is a hot issue. The impacts of such 
overshoot scenarios would be particularly consequential 
for vulnerable regions and systems where thresholds of 
abrupt and possibly irreversible shifts or adaptation limits 
may be exceeded. The EU-funded PROVIDE project will 
develop innovative, integrative climate services that incor-
porate information on impacts of overshoot pathways from 
the global to the regional and urban level, directly feeding 
into adaptation action. Bringing together a consortium of 
leading climate scientists, as well as climate services pur-
veyors, urban planners and adaptation experts, the project 
will identify overshoot adaptation needs and develop a gen-
eralisation methodology for adaptation strategies to respond 
to overshoot risks. 

https://www.provide-h2020.eu/  

Building Excellence in Research of 
Human-Environmental Systems With 
Geospatial and Earth Observation 
Technologies (HES-GEO)

PROJECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Agnieszka Wypych (Jagiellonian University in Krakow [UJ])

HU-PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Dagmar Haase (Department of Geography)

FUNDING PERIOD: January 2021 to December 2023

The Institute of Geography and Spatial Management (IGSM) 
at Poland’s Jagiellonian University is studying, among oth-
er things, human–environmental systems (HES) of the 
Anthropocene. The work is conducted along a variety of 
urban–rural–marginal gradients with the use of tools and 
data available through Earth observation (EO) and geospa-
tial technologies. The EU-funded HES-GEO project will en-
hance the Institute’s existing research capacity. It will also 
aim to stimulate scientific excellence by building on the 
Institute’s existing strengths and opportunities provided by 
new regulations of science and higher education in Poland, 
combining them with the vast expertise in studying HES and 
in capacity building of three excellent partner institutions: 
Paris Lodron University of Salzburg, Humboldt-Universität 
zu Berlin and Katholieke Universiteit Leuven.

https://hes.geo.uj.edu.pl/  

Funded by
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Computational Literary Studies 
Infrastructure (CLS INFRA)

PROJECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Maciej Eder (Institute of Polish Language  

of the Polish Academy of Sciences [IJP PAN])

HU-PROJECT HEAD:  
PD Dr. Michał Mrugalski (Department of German Studies and Linguistics)

FUNDING PERIOD: March 2021 to February 2025

The digital age offers challenges and opportunities for com-
pleting research on Europe’s multilingual and interconnect-
ed literary heritage. Even though many resources are cur-
rently available in digital libraries, a lack of standardisation 
hinders their access and reuse. 

The EU-funded CLS INFRA project will help build the 
shared and sustainable infrastructure needed to undertake 
literary studies in the digital age. The project will align these 
diverse resources with each other, with the tools needed to 
interrogate them, and with a widened base of users. The 
resulting improvements will benefit researchers by bridging 
gaps between greater and lesser-resourced communities in 
computational literary studies and beyond, ultimately offer-
ing opportunities to create new research and insight into our 
shared and varied European cultural heritage.

https://clsinfra.io/  

Designing a Resilient and Coherent 
Trans-European Network for Nature 
and People (NaturaConnect)

PROJECT COORDINATOR:  
Dr. Piero Visconti (International Institute of  

Applied System Analysis in Vienna [IIASA])

HU-PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Dagmar Haase (Department of Geography)

FUNDING PERIOD: July 2022 to June 2026

The EU Member States have committed to legally protect 
a minimum of 30 % of the EU’s land and sea area and to 
strictly protect at least a third of protected areas under the 
EU 2030 Biodiversity Strategy as a major contribution to 
the European Green Deal. In this context, the EU-funded 
NaturaConnect project will bring together a consortium of 
the top European scientists, policy experts and NGOs to pro-
duce and mobilise relevant data and knowledge. The aim 
will be to co-develop knowledge, tools and capacity-building 
programmes to support Member States in implementing 
an ecologically representative, resilient and well-connected 
trans-European nature network (TEN-N).

https://naturaconnect.eu/  
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Encouraging Farmers Towards 
Sustainable Farming Systems  
Through Policy and Business  
Strategies (ENFASYS)

PROJECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Fleur Marchand (Flanders Research Institute for Agriculture, 

Fisheries and Food [ILVO])

HU-PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Peter H. Feindt (Albrecht Daniel Thaer Institute  

of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences)

FUNDING PERIOD: September 2022 to August 2026

ENFASYS aims to stimulate a just and robust transition to 
sustainable, productive, climate-neutral, biodiversity friend-
ly and resilient farming systems (SFS) by improved policies 
and business strategies that encourage farmers to change 
their production systems. 

In current food systems, farmers are challenged by multiple 
lock-ins that prevent them to move to SFS. To overcome 
this and thus to support the Green Deal and in particular 
the Farm to Fork ambitions, strengthening public strategies 
(policies) should go hand in hand with strengthening private 
strategies (business models, social innovations). 

To reach this aim, ENFASYS goals are 

1.)  an improved understanding of lock-ins and levers in farm-
ing and food systems; 

2.)  an improved understanding of behavioural factors of 
farmers, consumers and other food chain actors; 

3.)  more and better evidence on the potential effectiveness 
of interventions; 

4.)  a more structured approach to link knowledge to action.

https://www.enfasysproject.eu/  

Integrated Urban Food Policies – 
Developing Sustainability Co-Benefits, 
Spatial Linkages, Social Inclusion and 
Sectoral Connections To Transform 
Food Systems in City-Regions 
(FoodCLIC)

PROJECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Jacqueline Broerse (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam [VU])

HU-PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Peter H. Feindt (Albrecht Daniel Thaer Institute 

 of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences)

FUNDING PERIOD: September 2022 to February 2027

Europe’s urban areas face significant challenges to ensure 
the availability and consumption of healthy, affordable, safe 
and sustainably produced food. Promising initiatives taken 
by municipalities to change the architecture of food choice 
often fail to become embedded in the wider policy context 
and to reach deprived and vulnerable groups. Key factors 
responsible for this are: 

1.) siloed ways of working and 

2.)  fragmentation of knowledge on facilitators and barriers 
related to food system transformation. 

FoodCLIC will create strong science-policy-practice interfac-
es across eight European city-regions (45 towns and cities). 
The backbone of such interfaces will be provided by Food 
Policy Networks, which will manage real-world experimental 
Living Labs to build a policy-relevant evidence-base through 
learning-in-action. Activities will be informed by an innova-
tive conceptual framework (the CLIC), which emphasizes 
four desired outcomes of food system integration (sustain-
ability co-benefits, spatial linkages, social inclusion and sec-
toral connectivities).

https://foodclic.eu/   

Funded by
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A Metapredictive Model of Synthetic 
Awareness for Enabling Tool Invention 
(METATOOL)

PROJECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Ricardo Sanz (Universidad Politécnica de Madrid [UPM])

HU-PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Verena Hafner (Department of Computer Science)

FUNDING PERIOD: October 2022 to September 2026

Around 3.3 million years ago our ancestors made the first 
tool. They imagined a new utensil and then knapped a stone 
until it became an efficient tool for cutting. Tool creation 
was an outstanding technological milestone for humanity 
providing us with unprecedented control over our environ-
ment. This ability required cognitive capabilities, such as 
prediction, metacognition, abstraction, and creativity – all 
of which are associated in humans with awareness. Cur-
rent artificial intelligence systems and robots largely lack 
these capabilities and cannot even monitor and evaluate the 
consequence of their actions let alone develop new tools to 
address environmental challenges.

METATOOL, funded by the European Innovation Council 
(EIC), aims to provide a computational model of synthetic 
awareness to enhance adaptation and achieve tool invention. 
This will enable a robot to monitor and self-evaluate its per-
formance, ground and reuse this information for adapting 
to new circumstances, and finally unlock the possibility of 
creating new tools. 

https://www.metatool-project.eu  

Mutual Recognition of Freezing and 
Confiscation Orders Between Efficiency 
and the Rule of Law (RECOVER)

PROJECT COORDINATOR:  
Prof. Dr. Anna Maria Maugeri (University of Catania)

HU-PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Martin Heger (Faculty of Law)

FUNDING PERIOD: December 2022 to November 2024

The project RECOVER will improve the implementation of 
the Regulation no. 1805/2018 (REG) on the mutual recog-
nition (MR) of freezing and confiscation orders, as funda-
mental tool of cooperation in the fight against organized and 
economic crime. The REG has a strong political value for its 
impact in terms of criminal policy and its effect of dragging 
mutual recognition on substantive issues. 

RECOVER is the first impact assessment of the REG from 
the substantial criminal law view point. It creates a network 
of Prosecutors, Judicial and Asset Recovery Offices (ARO) 
in 10 EU member states not only to detect and overcome 
the legal issues in the REG interpretation, but also to create 
the substantial conditions in implementing it in compliance 
with the rule of law, increasing mutual trust and harmoni-
zation. 

https://www.unict.it/en/research/projects/recover  
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The European Research Council (ERC), funded by the 
EU’s research and innovation programme (Horizon 
Europe), supports outstanding researchers at different 
stages of their careers and their teams in five different 
funding lines, primarily based on the applicants’ level 
of experience: ERC Starting Grant, ERC Consolidator 
Grant, ERC Advanced Grant, ERC Synergy Grant, and 
ERC Proof of Concept.

INFO

110 RESEARCH REPORT 2021–2022



The Structure of Normativity 
(REASONS F1RST)

PROJECT HEAD:  
Dr. Benjamin Kiesewetter (Department of Philosophy) 

FUNDING PERIOD:  

October 2022 to September 2027

ERC STARTING GRANT

Some of the core fields of philosophy are, at their 
heart, concerned with normative questions: ques-
tions about what is good or bad, right or wrong, 
justified or unjustified. These questions concern 

the content of judgements that human beings are 
constantly making and that structure our way of 
thinking, feeling, and acting. But while there is 

wide agreement in contemporary philosophy that 
normative judgements form an important catego-
ry of human thought, philosophers still struggle 
to understand what normativity actually is. One 

highly attractive hypothesis is that normativity can 
be analysed in terms of reasons – i.e. in terms of 

the factors that count in favour of or against actions 
or attitudes. But the systematic exploration of this 
Reasons-First Approach is still lacking. REASONS 
F1RST aims to undertake this much-needed inves-

tigation.

Socialist Medicine: An Alternative 
Global Health History (SOCMED)

PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Dora Vargha (Department of History)  

FUNDING PERIOD:  

September 2021 to August 2026

ERC STARTING GRANT

The history of medicine and its effects on our lives 
has mostly been told through the eyes of the capi-
talist West. However, this often omits how health-

care is viewed in socialist nations – regions affected 
by vastly different socio-political developments – 

and how it shapes health cultures specific to those 
nations. The EU-funded SOCMED project seeks to 
rewrite global health history by incorporating net-
works, knowledges and technologies from socialist 
countries and the way they influenced internation-

al health and medicine in the 20th century. The 
goal is to enhance our understanding of historical 
developments in medicine while revealing the true 
foundations modern global healthcare is built on.

https://socialistmedicine.com/ 

Funded by
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A New Type of Spike: Homoclinic 
Spike Generation in Cells and 

Networks (ANewSpike)

PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Susanne Schreiber (Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

January 2021 to June 2026

ERC CONSOLIDATOR GRANT

Any model of brain function takes into considera-
tion the variability of neuronal spike generation or 
firing. Computational research has demonstrated 

differences between spike generators, showing 
that they can be classified into a few dynamical 
types with distinct computational properties. In 

particular, homoclinic spike generators specifically 
react with high sensitivity to inputs during the 
neuronal refractory period. Supported by evi-

dence for homoclinic spiking in the rodent brain, 
the EU-funded ANewSpike project explores the 
intriguing hypothesis that such spike generators 

provide a unifying framework for the induction of 
epileptic activity by a wide range of physiological 
triggers, from temperature to energy deprivation. 
The current study adds a new dimension to the 
understanding of neural dynamics, including 
homoclinic spiking as an integral part of brain 

dynamics.

How Visual Action Shapes  
Active Vision (VIS-A-VIS)

PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Martin Rolfs (Department of Psychology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

January 2021 to December 2025

ERC CONSOLIDATOR GRANT

Visual actions are essential for your ability to see: 
You glance quickly at your watch to check the 

time, or turn around when you hear your name. 
The EU-funded VIS-A-VIS project investigates the 
distinct kinematic rules that visual actions obey as 
they directly govern the input to the visual system. 
The project forms an interdisciplinary team and 
applies innovative technology, tools and experi-
mental protocols to study how the active visual 
system learns and applies the relation between 
visual actions and their sensory consequences 
to establish core perceptual processes such as 

perceptual omission, object continuity and sense 
of agency. It will uncover how properties of visual 

actions are tightly weaved into the processes of 
visual perception.
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Urban Vibrations: How Physical 
Waves Come To Matter in 
Contemporary Urbanism 

(WAVEMATTERS)

PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Ignacio Ariel Farías Hurtado  

(Department of European Ethnology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

January 2022 to December 2026

ERC CONSOLIDATOR GRANT

Physical waves – be it heat radiation, sound 
waves or radio frequencies – represent significant 

environmental disturbances. Invisibly crossing 
the urban environment, they harm bodies, both 
human and nonhuman in uncertain ways. The 

EU-funded WAVEMATTERS project investigates 
how waves affect specific bodies and environments 

and become issues of public concern and design 
intervention. The project involves extended ethno-
graphic fieldwork in areas where urban projects 

have been set up to mitigate the urban heat island 
effect, reduce environmental noise and build fifth 

generation wireless communication networks. 
WAVEMATTERS will study the impact of bodily 
exposure to physical waves, and how these waves 
cause design interventions. The project will also 

explore how people physically adapt to such waves.

Shifting to a Land Systems 
Paradigm in Conservation 

(SystemShift)

PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Tobias Kümmerle (Department of Geography)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

January 2022 to December 2026

ERC CONSOLIDATOR GRANT

Land use is the primary cause of biodiversity 
loss, which is a global crisis threatening human 
well-being. The ERC-funded SystemShift project 

develops and tests new, social-ecological approach-
es to better understand how land use threatens 

biodiversity. Specifically, SystemShift derives novel 
concepts to identify key combinations of land-use 

actors and threats, to understand interactions 
among different land-use-related threats, and to 
carry out effective conservation planning. The 
project applies and empirically validates these 

concepts in the world’s understudied and threat-
ened tropical dry forests, globally and with two 

focus regions in South America, the Gran Chaco 
and Chiquitano forests. This will provide insights 
into conservation challenges and opportunities to 

better safeguard these endangered forests.

Funded by
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Tales of the Diasporic Ordinary. 
Aesthetics, Affects, Archives 

(TODO)

PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Elahe Haschemi Yekani  

(Department of English and American Studies)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

October 2022 to September 2027

ERC CONSOLIDATOR GRANT

Migration to the Global North is perpetually 
framed as “new” or extraordinary. Works by non-

white artists are overwhelmingly described in 
ways that set them apart from society at large. The 
EU-funded TODO project asks what happens if, 

instead, we apply a normalising perspective to con-
temporary literature and art in the diaspora with 

a special focus on Germany, the UK and the USA. 
In light of the decline of empire, neo-imperialism, 
and the more recent rise of the New Right, TODO 
considers how queer aesthetics can help acknowl-
edge negative emotions and affects resulting from 
racism and how art can contribute to a new notion 
of community and to counter-archives that go be-
yond national and heteronormative constraints.

Tame Geometry and 
Transcendence in Hodge  

Theory (TameHodge)

PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Bruno Klingler (Department of Mathematics)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

October 2021 to September 2026

ERC ADVANCED GRANT

When it comes to the language of high-level 
mathematics, familiar words take on new 

meanings, and the lines between algebra and 
geometry become blurred. Algebraic geometry 

deals with curves or surfaces that can be 
represented both as geometric objects and as 
solutions of algebraic (polynomial) equations, 

and it has had important impact on physics and 
quantum theoretical descriptions. Hodge theory 
is the main tool for analysing the solution sets of 
algebraic equations over the complex numbers, 

yet it is not algebraic. Tame geometry may provide 
insight. EU funding of the TameHodge project 
will support the investigation of this exciting 

connection between tame geometry and Hodge 
theory.
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Realizing Leibniz’s Dream: Child 
Languages as a Mirror of the Mind 

(LeibnizDream)

PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Artemis Alexiadou  

(Department of German Studies and Linguistics)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

January 2021 to December 2026

ERC SYNERGY GRANT

Children around the world acquire language and 
with it the human ability to communicate complex 

thoughts. Twelve targeted language acquisition 
studies will be conducted on a global scale in order 

to determine whether language radically com-
presses thought structures to sound or sign. While 
current theories assume a parallel between thought 
and language or meaning-preserving transforma-

tions, the EU-funded LeibnizDream project as-
sumes that thought is mapped to language by only 

realising some pieces of conceptual representa-
tions. The project has recruited collaborators for 

more than 50 languages from 21 different language 
families, two sign languages and two creoles to 

carry out the studies. 

https://leibnizdream.eu/ 

Funded by

From Texts to Literature:  
Demotic Egyptian Papyri and  
the Formation of the Hebrew  

Bible (DEMBIB)

PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Dr. Bernd U. Schipper (Faculty of Theology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

January 2022 to December 2026

ERC ADVANCED GRANT

Over the last twenty years, the discovery of numer-
ous papyri in Demotic Egyptian script has made 
available a text corpus that developed in imme-
diate historical and geographic proximity to the 

Old Testament, also known as the Hebrew Bible. 
This research project, financed by the European 

Research Council, taps into these newly discovered 
papyri for the first time in order to illuminate 

the origins of the literature of ancient Israel. The 
guiding principle for this is the observation that 

Egypt and Israel were exposed to comparable 
socio-historical processes throughout the fifth to 

third centuries BCE. Cultural changes precipitated 
by foreign hegemony and international influences 
directly impacted the respective scribal elite and 

led to comparable works of sophisticated literature 
being created in both Egypt and Israel.
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Switchable rhodOpsins  
in Life Sciences (SOL)

PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Peter Hegemann (Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

September 2022 to August 2028

ERC SYNERGY GRANT

Bistable rhodopsins are naturally photosensitive 
G-protein coupled receptors (GPCRs) responsible 
for photosensitivity and vision in animals. Bistable 

rhodopsins are also a potential source of strong 
optogenetic tools allowing bidirectional control of 
influential intracellular signalling cascades in all 
light-using body systems. However, knowledge of 

their biology and their engineering for optogenetic 
scopes is restricted due to limited understanding 

of their structure-function relationships. The 
EU-funded SOL project will investigate how struc-
tural characteristics of these influential photore-
ceptors determine their bistability, bichromicity, 

kinetics and G-protein selectivity. The project will 
apply this knowledge for rational engineering 

towards colour tuning and G-protein selectivity 
for optogenetic tools and investigate physiological 
functions. SOL will produce pioneering optoge-

netic techniques allowing for definition of GPCR 
signalling activities.
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The individual funding of excellent early-career postdocs 
provides them with the opportunity for independent re-
search and the development and refinement of their aca-
demic profile. Funding for research projects can manifest 
in various forms, such as leading junior research groups 
or receiving research scholarships to finance a temporary 
position. These opportunities are made available through 
a variety of funding bodies, including the German Re-
search Foundation (DFG), diverse government minis-
tries, esteemed foundations, and the European Union.

INFO
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Adaptive Cortical Organization  
in the Service of Distributed 
Working Memory Storage

PROJECT HEAD:  
Dr. Thomas Christophel (Department of Psychology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

January 2021 to December 2026

FUNDED BY 

Emmy Noether Programme (DFG)

We are capable of retaining almost any form of 
stimulus in working memory. In day-to-day life, 

however, we only need to retain some information 
every given moment while readily ignoring or 

forgetting irrelevant percepts. The cortical organ-
ization of working memory has been debated for 

decades.

This group’s work is driven by the hypothesis that 
short-term information storage is a distributed 

cortical process. We use neuroimaging methods 
(predominantly fMRI) and multivariate pattern 

analysis techniques (“machine learning“) to identi-
fy brain regions which store contents held in work-

ing memory, study the representational architec-
ture of these brain regions, and ask how memory 
storage is elicited and maintained in these areas.

https://discolab.eu/  

Confined Carbyne for Optoelec-
tronics and Optomechanics 

PROJECT HEAD:  
Dr. Sebastian Heeg (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

March 2021 to February 2024

FUNDED BY 

Emmy Noether Programme (DFG)

This project will establish carbyne, a one-dimen-
sional linear chain of carbon atoms inside a carbon 
nanotube, as a new material system to manipulate 

the molecular vibrations through optomechani-
cal interaction, and to realize a transistor on the 

atomic scale.

Initially, the phonon and excitation dynamics of 
confined carbyne will be explored and how these 
properties are influenced by the host nanotubes. 
This will be achieved by combining tip-enhanced, 
temperature-, and wavelength dependent Raman 
spectroscopy. Confined carbyne will be brought 
into a device configuration and interfaced with 

plasmonic structures by dielectrophoretic deposi-
tion, where the nanotube acts as a carrier system. 
Electrical transport measurements will verify the 
functionality of the carbyne transistor. The pro-
posed project will allow to explore new phenom-
ena such as the frequency conversion of light on 

the molecular scale.
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Morphogenesis of Membrane-
Bound Organelles by Phase-

Separated Compartments 

PROJECT HEAD:  
Dr. Roland L. Knorr (Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

July 2021 to June 2024

FUNDED BY 

Emmy Noether Programme (DFG)

Compartmentalization is essential for eukaryotic 
cell function, allowing the spatial organization of 

metabolic and regulatory processes into mem-
brane-bound organelles. While some compart-

ments exist persistently in cells, a large variety of 
transient compartments also play critical roles in 
cell function. Non-membrane bound structures 

that form by processes resembling liquid-liq-
uid phase separation are an important class of 

transient compartments. A subset of membrane 
bound organelles fulfils transient functions, such 
as protein storage vacuoles that develop during 

plant embryogenesis. 

The project aims to provide a detailed quantitative 
description of how membrane-bound organelles 

form by wetting droplets. 

https://www.biologie.hu-berlin.de/de/gruppen/

interfacial-cell-biology  

Eidetic Representations  
of Natural Language

PROJECT HEAD:  
Prof. Dr. Alan Akbik (Department of Computer Science)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

July 2021 to June 2024

FUNDED BY 

Emmy Noether Programme (DFG)

The field of natural language processing (NLP) 
researches computational models of human 

language, with the goal of enabling machines to 
perform language tasks that are thought to require 
human-like intelligence (such as reading and un-

derstanding text, or conversing with humans). The 
recent wave of scientific breakthroughs in NLP is 
powered by neural language models; in essence, 
these models “read” very large collections of text 
and so acquire general world knowledge, which 

they can then use to perform language tasks.

In this project, we conduct fundamental research 
in the field of neural language modeling to address 

three principal limitations of current approach-
es. Our goal is to create the “next generation” of 

neural language models and significantly advance 
the state-of-the-art in NLP. Our research is made 
publicly available through the Flair framework to 

enable further research or application to use cases. 

https://github.com/flairNLP/flair  
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What’s in a Name? Computational 
Modeling and Experimental Inves-
tigations on the Non-Arbitrariness 

of Word Label Choices

PROJECT HEAD:  
Dr. Fritz Günther (Department of Psychology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

December 2021 to November 2024

FUNDED BY 

Emmy Noether Programme (DFG)

Combining computational modelling techniques 
with an experimental psychological methodology, the 

present project aims to establish a comprehensive 
theoretical framework for the choice and implica-

tions of word labels – why do speakers choose certain 
names to describe (new) concepts, and how do these 
names affect the perception and evaluation of these 

concepts?

A first set of studies investigates when and which 
new word labels are coined by speakers, depending 

on the properties of the concepts to be named. A sec-
ond set of studies examines direct social influences 
on label choices, since labels are always a social con-
vention of a speaker community. A final set of stud-
ies investigates the implications and connotations 

generated by labels, including semantic associations, 
affective evaluation, and sensory perception.

 
https://www.psychology.hu-berlin.de/en/

profship/emmy/kompmod/kompmod  

Monoaminergic Neuromodulation 
of Cortical Circuits Underlying 

Economic Investment Decisions

PROJECT HEAD:  
Dr. Torben Ott (Department of Biology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

January 2022 to December 2024

FUNDED BY 

Emmy Noether Programme (DFG)

We attempt to make decisions that best serve our 
goals. Orbitofrontal cortex (OFC) contributes to 

these economic investment decisions by comput-
ing the value of uncertain outcomes. However, the 
mechanisms by which OFC dynamically computes 

value remain largely unknown. Neurons releas-
ing monoaminergic neuromodulators such as 

dopamine and serotonin broadcast value signals 
to many brain regions including OFC and could 
therefore enable economic investment decisions. 

The goal of my research project is to determine the 
mechanisms by which monoaminergic neuromod-

ulators interact with cortical networks to enable 
economic investment decisions. I will address 
these questions by combining a model-based 

behavioral approach in rats with state-of-the-art 
optogenetic, electrophysiological and computation-

al tools.

https://torbenottlab.org/  
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Porous Organic Frameworks as 
Sustainable Electrode Materials 

(ORGEL)

PROJECT HEAD:  
Dr. Oliver Dumele (Department of Chemistry)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

March 2022 to February 2026

FUNDED BY

Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF)

The demand for mobile power sources is current-
ly higher than ever and shows a growing trend. 

Achieving the world’s climate goals is impossible 
without sustainable battery solutions. In light 
of emerging technologies in microelectronics, 

research must focus on high-performance systems 
for electric vehicles and garden tools, as well as 

concepts for low-power consumers with emphasis 
on sustainability, recyclability, and weight reduc-
tion. Moreover, the digitization of everyday life is 

rapidly expanding, with a significant market share 
being held by microelectronics. Everyday products 

are being “digitized,” transforming them into 
intelligent systems for end consumers, such as 

product labels or packaging.

Project ORGEL aims to develop novel manufac-
turing processes for metal-free batteries that can 
be used in the tiniest electronic devices, such as 
illuminated product labels or remote-readable 

barcodes. These batteries will be designed for safe 
and eco-friendly recycling. 

http://www.dumelelab.com  

The Political Economy of Climate 
Policy and Finance (PECan)

PROJECT HEAD:  
Dr. Achim Hagen (Albrecht Daniel Thaer Institute  

of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

October 2022 to September 2027 

FUNDED BY

Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF)

Determined climate policy measures are impera-
tive to achieve the goals of the Paris Agreement. 

Climate change as well as climate policy measures 
harbor a variety of risks, including for the financial 

system. Politico-economic barriers can hinder a 
sustainable transformation. The time horizons of 
physical climate risks (long-term) and transition 
risks for the financial system caused by climate 

policy (short-term) differ. Politicians may shy away 
from climate policy measures due to lobbying or 
to improve their re-election chances. The junior 
research group PECan addresses key issues such 

as the measurement of transition risks for the 
financial sector, the interaction between climate 
policy and the financial sector and its regulation, 
and possible measures to overcome politico-eco-

nomic barriers.

https://www.pecan-climate.org/  
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Quantitative Financial Risk Network 
Analysis with Sentiment and Herd 
Behaviour Measures (QFRNA_SH)

FELLOW:  
Dr. Rui Ren (Faculty of Economics  

and Business Administration)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

January 2021 to December 2022

HOST:  

Prof. Dr. Wolfgang K. Härdle  

(Faculty of Economics and Business Administration)

FUNDED BY 

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Individual  

Fellowships: European Fellowship

In recent years, we have observed many examples 
of how stock or crypto market changes can impact 

the economy. We have also seen the negative 
effects of over-optimistic or pessimistic behaviours 
on both the financial market and the economy, on 
both a global and a regional scale. As such, there 

has been an increase in research on this topic. 
Unfortunately, despite this increase, there has not 

been enough research on measures that can be 
taken for the stability of the stock market or crypto 

market. 

The EU-funded QFRNA_SH project studies the 
distributional effect of investor sentiment, explores 

cross-exchange crypto risk from a dynamic net-
work perspective, and proposes a systemic risk 
indicator Financial Risk Meter FRM based on 

expectiles.

Atomic Vapor-Based Turnstile 
Device for Single Photons 

(AVATURN)

FELLOW:  
Dr. Martin Cordier (Department of Physics)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

June 2021 to June 2023

HOST:  

Prof. Dr. Arno Rauschenbeutel (Department of Physics)

FUNDED BY 

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Individual  

Fellowships: European Fellowship

This project aims at developing a source of Fou-
rier-transform-limited single-photons which does 
not require ultra-highvacuum (UHV) or cryogenic 
environment. Thanks to these characteristics, such 
a source is ideally suited for practical applications. 

It relies on a novel approach based on a collec-
tively enhanced resonant light-atom interaction 
within an ensemble of weakly coupled rubidium 

atoms in the vapor phase. The key mechanism is a 
photon-number dependent quantum interference 

that can modify the photon-statistics of a weak 
coherent state, i.e. bunching or antibunching, 

when travelling through the ensemble. Interest-
ingly, when interacting with a critical number of 

atoms, the coherent state can be transformed into 
a stream of antibunched single photons. In such a 

case the ensemble acts as a single-photon turn-
stile.
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Blackness Imagery in the Construc-
tion of European Identity/ies: The 

Case of the Czech Lands in a Trans-
national Perspective (BlackCzech)

FELLOW:  
Dr. Jana Kantoříková  

(Department of Slavic and Hungarian Studies)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

October 2022 to September 2024

HOST:  

Prof. Dr. Alfrun Kliems  

(Department of Slavic and Hungarian Studies)

FUNDED BY 

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Postdoctoral  

Fellowships: European Fellowship

The project explores both forms and functions of 
imagined Black people for the construction of Eu-
ropean identity(ies). The focus will be on French-
Czech and German-Czech cultural relationships 

from the 19th century to the interwar period of the 
20th century. Anthropological spectacles and their 

medial interpretation in the early 19th century, 
for example, were meant to prove the “maturity” 
of the young Czech nation and to symbolize the 
affiliation of the Czech lands with the colonial 

powers. Czech nationalists also instrumentalized 
African metaphors and colonial narratives in the 

political struggle against the Germans, sometimes 
as a rhetorical “self-Africanization.” 

Thus, the project addresses a nuanced reflection 
on the question to what extent the cultural, intel-
lectual, and scholarly production of a “non-coloni-
al” small nation can participate colonially – even 
when its members are represented as colonized 

objects themselves.

How Action Preparation Shapes 
What We Perceive: Spatiotemporal 
Visual Processing in the Context 
of Goal-Directed Eye and Hand 

Movements (PremotorPerception)

FELLOW:  
Dr. Nina Hanning (Department of Psychology)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

February 2021 to January 2024

HOST:  

Prof. Dr. Martin Rolfs (Department of Psychology) 

FUNDED BY 

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Individual Fellowships: Global Fellowship

Humans continuously make saccadic eye move-
ments to see their surroundings with the high pre-
cision of the fovea. Each saccade shifts the image 
on the retinas, such that the visual system needs 

to integrate blurry peripheral views of objects with 
their high-resolution equivalents once brought 

into the fovea. Understanding how this seamless 
integration is achieved is critical for theories of 

human perception. 

The EU-funded project PremotorPerception com-
bines psychophysical protocols that enable a con-
tinuous assessment of visual sensitivity through-

out the visual field with transcranial magnetic 
brain stimulation to investigate the role of specific 

brain areas underlying these modulations. 
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Surface for Urban Innovation: The 
Politics of Designing Poverty in Co-
lombia and Czechia (SURBANIN)

FELLOW:  
Dr. Petr Vašát (Georg Simmel Center for Metropolitan Studies)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

September 2021 to August 2024

HOST:  

Prof. Dr. Talja Blokland  

(Georg Simmel Center for Metropolitan Studies) 

FUNDED BY 

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Individual Fellowships: Global Fellowship

The social innovation in architecture, art, and 
design (AAD) is used by collectives to assist poor 
communities of the global South and North by 
innovating their material environment. Social 

innovations have played an increasingly significant 
role alongside world and national social policies. 
However, they are often decontextualised and iso-
lated from the urban and cultural policies causing 

poverty. 

The EU-funded SURBANIN project will establish 
a new understanding of how innovations emerge 

and move globally, how they are locally applied and 
what impact they have. The project will compare 

slums in Colombia with homelessness in the 
Czech Republic, focusing on a range of heteroge-
neous social innovations like cable cars in Colom-
bia and design innovations in homeless encamp-

ments in Czech cities.

https://www.petrvasat.com/surbanin  
https://www.instagram.com/surbanin 

Doctoral Network: Dynamic Con-
trol in Hybrid Plasmonic Nanopo-
res: Road to Next Generation Mul-
tiplexed Single Molecule Detection 

(DYNAMO)

PROJECT COORDINATORS:  
Prof. Dr. Roman Krahne, Prof. Dr. Denis Garoli  

(both Italian Institute of Technology [IIT])

HOST:  

Prof. Dr. Janina Kneipp (Department of Chemistry)

FUNDING PERIOD:  

September 2022 to August 2026

FUNDED BY 

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions: Doctoral Network

Nanopore sequencing is a third-generation ap-
proach used in the sequencing of DNA or RNA 

and other biopolymers. A single molecule of DNA 
or RNA can be sequenced without polymerase 

chain reaction amplification or chemical labelling 
of the sample using this technology. 

The project DYNAMO, funded as part of the 
European Framework Programme for Research 

and Innovation Horizon Europe within the Marie 
Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA), will organise 
a research and training network for developing 

the next-generation single molecule technologies 
using hybrid DNA and metallic nanostructures. 

The network will include academic and high-tech 
industry partners that are experts in optical spec-
troscopy, DNA nanostructure, nanopore technolo-
gy, and single molecule detection. The DYNAMO 
objective is to prepare the next generation of high-
ly skilled researchers that will advance the science 
of single molecule detection and characterisation.
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INTERVIEW
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Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin brings together many academics of various 
ages who are at different stages on their academic journey. Despite their 
heterogeneity, what they have in common is that they conduct highly interesting 
research independently, autonomously and with great commitment, and that 
they are in no way dependent – except in some cases on their supervisor – let 
alone needy or subordinate. In short, attributes that are often associated with 
the general term “junior academics”, although it is finally dying out.

S
ince 2022, Humboldt-Universität has been us-
ing the European Framework for Research Ca-
reers (EFRC) developed by the EU Commission. 
This enables the various academic qualifications 

in each member state to be categorised into four inter-
nationally comparable qualification levels (R1–R4, where 
“R” stands for “Researcher”) based on the researchers’ 
and lecturers’ degree of independence: 

 R1 (First Stage Researcher) covers researchers up to 
doctoral level. 
 R2 (Recognised Researcher) includes postdoctoral 
researchers who have already made their first academ-
ic contributions but are not yet fully independent in 
their research and teaching.

 R3 (Established Researcher) refers to experienced 
researchers who, for example, qualify for a lifetime 
professorship by leading a junior research group or 
holding a junior professorship. 
 Finally, R4 (Leading Researcher) is no longer a 
qualification level, but rather marks the highest 
level of academic independence, in which 
researchers define and advance a subject area 
themselves. 

Here, four researchers selected to exemplify Hum-
boldt-Universität researchers at levels R1–R3 talk about 
their current research projects, their plans for the future 
and the social relevance of their work. They also reveal 
what questions they are rarely asked.

researchers in the 
       early stages 
  of their careers 

INTERVIEW: EVANGELIA NIKOLOUDAKIS

    In  
conversation:
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Laura Betancur Alarcón 
(IRI THESys)
Laura Betancur Alarcón has been a doctoral 
student at the Integrative Research Institute on 
Transformations of Human-Environment Systems 
(IRI THESys) since 2021, where she is involved in 
the project “Water Security for Whom? – Social and 
Material Perspectives on Inequality Around Mul-
tipurpose Reservoirs in Colombia”, led by Tobias 
Krüger and funded by the Volkswagen Foundation.

What are you researching right now? 
My background is in environmental studies and I conduct 

ethnographic field research, combining insights from anthro-

pology and geography. My main interest is in understanding 

how inequality is generated in complex human-environment 

relationships, especially in relation to rivers and riverbanks. In 

my work, I try to avoid a binary separation of culture and nature 

and to understand inequality not just in social terms, but also 

in material and ecological terms, i.e. in a socio-ecological 

context. As part of the “Water for Whom?” project, I’m work-

ing in Colombia, where large hydropower plants and reser-

voirs have changed the inhabitants’ way of living life, public 

administration, infrastructure, labour and nature conservation, 

among other aspects. I’m researching the socio-ecological 

relationships in the Magdalena Basin, the most important one 

in the country, focusing on rivers that were dammed between 

the 1980s and 2010s. As human interventions in nature, dams 

cause significant changes to livelihoods. 

Our “Water for Whom?” team is made up 

of seven doctoral students from different 

disciplines such as hydrology, energy mod-

elling, economics and land-use sciences. I 

myself am responsible for the ethnographic 

approach, for investigating the relationships 

between people and river. We work together as a team and 

one of the challenges I face involves discussing the detailed 

descriptions of my ethnographic work with my colleagues in 

the other disciplines and engaging in productive dialogue with 

them – it’s really interdisciplinary work. 

What are your goals for the next five years?
First of all, I want to complete the project and my doctoral 

thesis in the next few years. But at the same time, I’m looking 

forward to writing a book to reach a wider audience and to en-

gage in academic communication in the field of environmental 

social sciences. I think this is very important because you 

often see findings in the hard sciences being explained to the 

public, but it’s also necessary to explain things more broadly in 

anthropological and social-science terms. I want to research 

and tell stories about how to better appreciate, understand and 

live with rivers and their landscapes.  

What would you say is the significance  
of your research for society?
Given the current state of our planet, the importance of study-

ing socio-ecological relationships is probably indisputable. 

But there are so many complex dynamics that are analysed in 

such a general and global way that many decision makers are 

unable to grasp them. If you talk to a government or an inter-

national organisation, they’ll nod and say “Yes, yes, we need to 

work on the sustainability of water and food.” Somehow, it all 

sounds very abstract. What then? What is it? What is it really? 

I think the work environmental social sciences can do is 

precisely to explain and describe how these huge process-

“I think questions 
about our own 
emotional connection 
to our research are 
sometimes neglected. 
Why do we do what 
we do?”
Laura Betancur Alarcón

▶
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es can be translated into tangible practices, be it fishing 

practices, the production of green hydrogen or biodiversity 

conservation measures. 

As a researcher, what’s a question  
you’re asked far too rarely?
I think questions about our own emotional connection to our 

research are sometimes neglected. Why do we do what we 

do? Scientific – and especially anthropological – work has very 

much to do with myself, with my body, my personal time, the 

way I immerse myself completely in the subject matter; and 

so it’s inextricably linked to my own positioning, my own life 

story and my own emotions. It’s something people don’t like 

to talk about in science because everything always needs to 

appear professional, neutral and serious. But I’ve spent ten 

months doing field research, listening to people’s stories. We 

see them going about their daily life, we see their struggles 

and their dreams. Of course it changes you on a personal level. 

Dr. Susanne Schmidt 
(Department of History)
Susanne Schmidt is a research associate at the 
Chair of the History of Science and is currently vis-
iting Stanford University in California on a research 
scholarship from the German National Academy 
of Sciences Leopoldina, where she is researching 
race and personality in psychology in the context 
of the history of the marshmallow experiment. 

What are you researching right now? 
I’m working at Stanford University on the history of the 

marshmallow experiment. It’s a standard psychological 

test for measuring self-control that features in every 

introductory lecture in psychology and is also incredibly 

well known. The respective studies were developed here 

at Stanford in the 1960s and 1970s by Walter Mischel and 

his colleagues and carried out in an experimental room 

attached to the university kindergarten. That’s why I’m here 

in California – I’m spending a lot of time working in the 

archives and going through the old documents. The marsh-

mallow experiment is an exercise that measures the ability 

to delay gratification. Toddlers are given a marshmallow – 

or another sweet – and then have to decide whether to eat 

the treat immediately or wait to get more later. Originally, 

this was a test series that was supposed to be completed in 

the mid-1970s. But some years later, the connection between 

the children’s patience in this experiment and their academic 

performance was studied and a correlation was established 

between the ability to exercise self-control in childhood 

and success at school. This was followed by other follow-up 

studies that established links to careers, prosperity and health 

in adult life. These observations caused the marshmallow test 

to go through the roof, but it was widely criticised as well. I’m 

particularly interested in the fact that Walter Mischel’s earliest 

tests were not conducted here at Stanford, but actually more 

than ten years earlier, in a very different setting and with 

slightly older children in Trinidad and Grenada. It took me very 

much by surprise and it was something I hadn’t known before. 

“Although the test is very well 
known, the fact that the same 
psychologist carried out earlier 
tests in the Caribbean isn’t so 
well known.”
Dr. Susanne Schmidt

▶
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Although the test is very well known, the fact that the same 

psychologist carried out earlier tests in the Caribbean isn’t 

so well known. Walter Mischel also asked the children there 

about their ethnicity and then statistically correlated the 

children’s decisions – a small sweet now or a larger one later 

– with it. I took a closer look and found out that the reference 

to race differences isn’t an exception in the history of the test, 

but instead persists throughout its entire history – right up 

to this day. For example, the marshmallow experiment has 

been used to assess the impact and effectiveness of govern-

ment education campaigns and measures to eliminate social 

inequality in the education system. Overall, you could say that 

the experiment is very closely related to questions of social 

inequality. And, as a science historian, that’s something that 

really interests me.

What are your goals for the next five years?
For now, I’ll be in the USA until 2024, doing my research in 

the archives, writing papers and preparing a monograph on 

the history of the marshmallow experiment. I’ll also continue 

working on the project once I’m back in Germany. Moreover, 

I’m currently preparing an application for a research group on 

the subject of self-control. I want to work with a team to study 

the scientific history of self-control from a historical and 

interdisciplinary perspective and I want questions about the 

social and political dimensions of humanities and social-sci-

ence research to take centre stage. 

What would you say is the significance  
of your research for society?
I see questions relating to the history of science as important 

social questions as well because the history of science is 

about gaining a deeper understanding of our existing concepts 

and their complex history. “Self-control”, for example, is a term 

that’s also used in everyday life. Such influential concepts 

don’t simply exist in a timeless space. Rather, when we use 

them, we’re always drawing on their history, whether favoura-

bly or critically.

As a researcher, what’s a question  
you’re asked far too rarely?
I think what we don’t talk about particularly often – but which 

is important – are all the things that haven’t worked out. Those 

thousands of applications you’ve written, for example, and 

never had a reply to or that have simply been rejected. They’re 

the things you don’t see. After all, my website only features 

my successes. For example, my last research project, on the 

history of the midlife crisis, feminism and psychology: I sub-

mitted a lot of applications for it and for a long time nobody 

understood why anyone would want to write a history of the 

midlife crisis or what feminism has to do with science. But 

then you suddenly meet the right person or present it slightly 

differently – and it ended up turning into a research project as 

well as a book that I’m really happy with and that’s generated 

a lot of interest. That’s why I like to tell students what hasn’t 

been successful or what wasn’t immediately successful – it’s 

something I find important and encouraging.

Dr. Fritz Günther 
(Department of Psychology)
Fritz Günther is a psychologist and has been head 
of the DFG-funded Emmy Noether Junior Research 
Group “What’s in a Name? Computational Modeling 
and Experimental Investigations on the Non-Arbi-
trariness of Word Label Choices” since 2021.

What are you researching right now? 
To put it succinctly, it’s about this: in theory, we can name 

anything whatever we want. There’s no right or wrong word, but 

we can always choose from different terms, so it’s basically 

arbitrary. In reality, though, it often isn’t. For example, there 

are linguistic, historical or social reasons why we refer to 

something in a particular way and not in another. Take when 

the mobile phone was invented: it would have simply made 

more sense to call such a portable device “mobile phone” than 

“treetop” or even something else entirely. In my research ▶
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group, we look at why we choose the labels we do, espe-

cially for new things, and what implications the choice of word 

has – what connotations there are. At some point, for example, 

artificial respirators appeared in medicine, and then you can 

ask yourself: do we describe the condition of someone who is 

dependent on them as “brain dead” or “bodily alive”? Obviously, 

both are right, but how does the label we ultimately choose 

affect us? The labels evoke different associations and inter-

pretations. We’re currently conducting experimental studies 

on these topics. For example, we are showing the test subjects 

images of new imaginary objects and ask them: “What would 

you call this?” And then we look at what criteria they use to 

choose the label and whether our computer model produces 

the same answer – whether the computer model can correctly 

predict the person’s behaviour. So, it’s about developing a the-

oretical framework model for the selection and implications of 

labels. This puts us in the realm where psychology, computer 

science and linguistics meet. 

What are your goals for the next five years?
The first project period is scheduled to run until 30 November 

2024, at which point we have an interim evaluation, and I’m 

simply assuming and hoping that the research project will 

continue until 2027. My main professional goals during that 

time are, of course, to do a good job with the project, to help 

the two doctoral students involved complete their doctorates 

as well as possible and to further expand the team with more 

applications for third-party funding. Once these five years are 

up, I’d rather like to find a permanent position, if possible. And 

then there’s my private life – I recently became a dad to a baby 

girl and I definitely want to spend enough time with my family. 

In fact, I’d consider it a pretty high priority. 

What would you say is the significance  
of your research for society?
Realistically, of course, it’s basic research. I don’t want to exag-

gerate too much. But I think the part about what implications 

the choice of labels has is generally very interesting. One place 

where you can see it is in the media coverage; if you just watch 

the evening news, you’ll often notice that certain things are 

consistently labelled in a certain way and we can try to better 

understand what influence that has, i.e. what associations 

certain terms evoke and how strong the effects are. Well, and 

then I’ve been in touch with philosophers a lot recently and I’ve 

come across the research field of “conceptual engineering”. 

It’s basically about this: ultimately, the concepts and words we 

Jun.-Prof. Dr. Maite  
Wilke Berenguer 
(Department of Mathematics)
Maite Wilke Berenguer has been a tenure-track 
junior professor of interdisciplinary mathematics 
since March 2021 and is studying stochastic pro-
cesses inspired by biological phenomena.

What are you researching right now? 
I’m a junior professor of interdisciplinary mathematics, which 

in my case means that I’m combining probability theory with 

biology. As a mathematician, my background is in probabil-

ity theory – so, everything involves “chance”. In this context, 

many phenomena in the field of biology generate extremely 

exciting mathematical questions. Right now, I’m developing 

and analysing models of the genetic evolution of populations, 

among other things. Here, I don’t want to primarily simulate 

my conclusions, but rather prove them mathematically. The 

Wright-Fisher model is a famous, fundamental stochastic 

model that – to put it very simply – describes the reproduction 

of individuals in a population. We can then extend it using a va-

riety of biological mechanisms and investigate how it changes 

the model’s properties and predictions. The mathematical 

aspects are at the very heart of my work, but processing, for 

example to compare with data, is also part of it. Let’s take an 

example to briefly explain what I mean by these biological 

use are tools that help us interact 

with the world. And it’s a fact that 

there are rather large numbers 

of new words at the moment 

and nobody really controls which 

ones are created and which ones 

aren’t. It would be nice if we 

could better understand which 

new words people are likely to create to name things and what 

effects the use of these names will subsequently have. That 

also changes the concepts or creates new ones, which in turn 

affects how we can think about the world. 

As a researcher, what’s a question  
you’re asked far too rarely?
One question I’m always happy to hear and would like to be 

asked more often at academic conferences, for example, is: “Are 

you sure?” And that’s true both when I’m sure and can then ex-

plain why, and when I’m not and need to put more thought into 

why I’ve actually arrived at a certain assumption and statement. 

“Take when the mobile phone was invented: it 
would have simply made more sense to call 
such a portable device ‘mobile phone’ than 
‘treetop’ or even something else entirely.”
Dr. Fritz Günther

▶
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mechanisms: Darwin’s natural selection is probably the best 

known. It has a small effect in each generation and so has a 

significant effect over a long period of time. And then there’s 

the rare “sudden selection”, e.g. induced by a natural disaster. 

Donihue et al. (Nature 560, 88–91, 2018) were lucky enough to 

study a salamander population in the Caribbean just before 

and after a hurricane. They found that the population after the 

hurricane was very different from the one before: the individ-

uals were, for example, significantly smaller and lighter on 

average and had larger toe pads – characteristics that allowed 

them to hold on tightly to avoid being blown into the sea. By 

the way, I recommend the accompanying 

video to make you smile! Incorporating 

such extreme events into the model and 

analysing them is definitely a mathe-

matical challenge that has yielded very 

cool results independent of biology – and 

we’re still working on it.

What are your goals for  
the next five years?
One of my main goals is to expand the 

interdisciplinary component of my 

professorship, specifically by establishing contacts here in the 

region – not just here at Humboldt-Universität, but also with 

working groups at other research institutions – especially, of 

course, with biologists, biophysicists and other scientists who 

are working in this field at the crossroads between mathemat-

ics and biology. As a mathematician, I also love discovering and 

developing new applications for my maths. Another obvious 

professional goal is, of course, my tenure here at the university. 

My interim evaluation was due this year, but it’s been post-

poned because I’ve been on parental leave. 

What would you say is the significance  
of your research for society?
I’m definitely conducting basic research. To a certain extent, 

it’s a luxury, since its direct significance for society isn’t imme-

diately apparent. But it’s actually a hugely important long-term 

investment that develops the foundations for new, perhaps 

as yet unimaginable applications and answers. More specifi-

cally: the sharp decline in biodiversity, for example, is a major 

global concern and it’s important to understand exactly what 

mechanisms are at work and how. Mathematical models play a 

particularly important part in areas where it’s difficult to con-

duct experiments. Of course, I can’t provide a single definitive 

answer to these complex questions, but I can contribute a tiny 

piece of the puzzle. 

As a researcher, what’s a question  
you’re asked far too rarely?
Not as a researcher specifically, but as a mathematician, I’d 

like to hear these questions more often: “Is that something I 

can learn? Can you teach me that?” I’d always answer: “Yes, of 

course, I’d love to. Let’s take a seat.” Sadly, maths already has 

a bad reputation at school as something that’s only accessible 

to geniuses with a particular talent for it. But that’s not true at 

all. The maths you learn at school, in particular, is a tool that 

you can and should be trained to use, just like you’d train to 

become good at a sport. But – unlike in other subjects at school 

– in maths, everything builds mercilessly on what you’ve learnt 

before. When people finish high school, they’re often convinced 

that they’ve “always been bad at maths” just because their 

results are wrong even in areas they thought they’d under-

stood. It’s easy to give up, especially given the fact that maths 

is always passed off as difficult. And then you realise that the 

problem is neither linear equations nor derivatives, and certain-

ly not a fundamental lack of talent, but, for example, fractions 

– something you cover in primary school! So, I’m all the more 

pleased to take every opportunity I can to counter it!  

“Sadly, maths already has a bad reputation 
at school as something that’s only 

accessible to geniuses with a particular 
talent for it. But that’s not true at all.”

Jun.-Prof. Dr. Maite Wilke Berenguer
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Gottfried Wilhelm  
Leibniz Prize (DFG)

RECIPIENT:  
Prof. Dr. Steffen Mau (Department of Social Sciences)

YEAR:  

2021

Steffen Mau receives the Leibniz Prize 2021 of the 
German Research Foundation (DFG), endowed 

with 2.5 million euros award money. In the jury’s 
statement, Mau is recognized for his innovative 
sociological analyses of the diverse social trans-

formations that characterize our present era. Mau 
has devoted himself to studies on the dynamics of 
social inequalities and social polarisation as well as 
comparative welfare state analyses and processes 
of the transnationalisation and Europeanisation 
of social living environments. Mau always com-

bined macro-sociological structural analyses with 
a dense description of individual and social life on 

a micro level. With his widely recognized books 
“Das metrische Wir. Über die Quantifizierung des 

Sozialen” (2017) or “Lütten Klein. Leben in der 
ostdeutschen Transformationsgesellschaft” (2019), 

he set important thematic highlights in current 
debates.

Steffen Mau has been a professor of Macrosoci-
ology at HU since 2015. Previously, he studied 
political and social sciences at Freie Universität 

Berlin, earned his doctorate at the European Uni-
versity Institute in Florence, and was a professor at 
the University of Bremen. Visiting professorships 

have taken him to France and the USA.

Albert Lasker Award for  
Basic Medical Research &  

Louisa Gross Horwitz Prize 

RECIPIENT:  
Prof. Dr. Peter Hegemann (Department of Biology)

YEAR:  

2021 & 2022

Peter Hegemann, Dieter Oesterhelt from the Max 
Planck Institute of Biochemistry and Karl Deisse-
roth from Stanford University jointly receive the 
Albert Lasker Award for Basic Medical Research 
2021, the most prestigious biomedical research 
award in the USA. The three scientists are hon-

oured for the discovery of light-sensitive microbial 
rhodopsins (microbial proteins) and the use of 
their properties to develop the field of optoge-

netics: a technology that enables researchers to 
control individual nerve cells in a targeted manner 

and thus gain insights into brain function.

Furthermore, biophysicist and neuroscientist 
Peter Hegemann, together with Karl Deisseroth 
and Gero Miesenböck, receives the Louisa Gross 

Horwitz Prize 2022 from Columbia University for 
their research that laid the foundation for the field 
of optogenetics. Optogenetics allows the study of 
brain functions and opens up avenues for a better 
understanding of neurodegenerative diseases and 

mental illnesses.
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Berlin Science Award:  
Young Talent Award

RECIPIENT:  
Prof. Dr. Mira Sievers  

(Berlin Institute for Islamic Theology)

YEAR:  

2021

Mira Sievers from the Berlin Institute for Islam-
ic Theology (BIT) has been awarded the Young 

Talent Award of the Berlin Science Award (“Nach-
wuchspreis des Berliner Wissenschaftspreises”) 
2021. With this award, the Governing Mayor of 
Berlin honours particularly innovative research 

approaches in a field that holds particular potential 
for Berlin’s scientific and economic future. The 

award ceremony for the prize, which is endowed 
with 10,000 euros and goes to researchers who are 

35 or younger, took place on November 5th 2021, 
as part of the Berlin Science Week at the Urania 

Berlin.

Since January 2020, Mira Sievers has held the 
junior professorship for Islamic Foundations of 
Belief, Philosophy and Ethics at the Berlin Insti-

tute for Islamic Theology. Based on a non-denom-
inational understanding of theology, the junior 
professorship examines various theological and 

philosophical manifestations of Muslim reflections 
on fundamental religious questions. These are 
contextualised in terms of their historical devel-
opment, and their significance for our present 

context is critically examined.

Prize of the Young Researchers’ 
Competition for Application Ideas 

from Research “Forum Junge 
Spitzenforschung”

   

RECIPIENTS:  
Dr. Katherine A. Mazzio & Dr. Guillermo Alvarez Ferrero  

(both Department of Chemistry)

YEAR:  

2022

In November 2022, the Stiftung Indus-
trieforschung and Humboldt-Innovation GmbH, 
in collaboration with Humboldt-Universität zu 

Berlin, Freie Universität Berlin, Technische Uni-
versität Berlin, and Charité – Universitätsmedizin 

Berlin, organized the final event of the ninth 
Forum Junge Spitzenforschung competition for 

young researchers’ application ideas. This annual 
competition is aimed at recognizing outstanding 
early-career researchers in Berlin. In 2022, the 

focus was on the future of materials and materials 
production. Katherine A. Mazzio and Guillermo 
Alvarez Ferrero secured second place with their 

project “COIBS – New Batteries Based on Solvent 
Co-Intercalation”.

As the adoption of renewable energy sources 
continues to accelerate, rechargeable batteries have 
become crucial in managing fluctuations in elec-

tricity generation. The two early-career researchers 
have developed an initial proof of concept for a 

co-intercalation battery, comprising two electrodes. 
These electrodes follow a co-intercalation reaction 

that enables a fast and efficient electrochemical 
process.
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