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A Berlin Resource: The Humanities

At the Berlin University, the fields which we today call the humanities achieved a high
level of development. Over time, an entire family of fields of study arose which con-
cerned themselves with cultural activities or with works of the human spirit, such as lit-
erature, art and language, and which investigated their relevance for humanity self-
image. For a long time, the most important impulses for the development and differentia-
tion of the humanities were arose at the location on Unter den Linden and radiated
across the world. Because of this historical importance, Humboldt-Universitat is now in-
ternationally recognised as a classical location for education in these fields. The attrac-
tiveness of Humboldt-Universitat for young researchers in the humanities is evidenced by
the constantly increasing interest in the university by international doctoral students.

Humboldt-Universitat sees this tradition as a resource, which it would like to better ex-
ploit in the future. To attract the best international applicants and to better utilise the
common interests and methods of the various fields of the humanities, the Graduate
School for the Humanities will be created for the interdisciplinary education of leading
doctoral candidates. Selected candidates will have the opportunity to enrol in one of the
focus areas of Art and Culture, History, Language, Literature, Philosophy, or Religion. In
addition, cross-disciplinary programme Antiquity will be offered, in which graduates will
be able to pursue their research in the footsteps of the Berlin great scholars of antiquity,
such as August Boeckh or Ulrich Wilamowitz-Méllendorf.
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Fields of Study

e Cultural Studies
e Theology

e Linguistics

e Ancient History
¢ Philosophy

e Literature

¢ Ancient Philology

Existing Research Associations

e Research Training Group 424: "Codification of Violence in Medial Transformation"

e Collaborative Research Center 632: "Information Structure"

¢ Collaborative Research Center 640: "Changing Representations of Social Order"

e Collaborative Research Center 644: "Transformations of Antiquity"

e Priority Program 1173: "Integration and Disintegration of Cultures in the European
Middle Ages"

¢ August-Boeckh-Antikezentrum

Further Information on this Project
http://www.exzellenz.hu-berlin.de/
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